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What is a Family Group Conference?





A Family Group Conference (FGC) is an opportunity to bring together your entire family, including grandparents, aunts, uncles, and other family members to address whatever  struggles are preventing your child from getting to school on a regular basis. 


At the conference you will learn about the school’s concerns, hear about resources available, and craft a plan that fits your family while addressing the important issues.


Families are the leaders of Family Group Conferences. You make the decisions because you know how your family works. 
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Building Bridges to a Safe Community 





Phone: 802-524-7006	





Email: m.wennberg@stalbansvt.com





Family Group Conferencing











Family Group Conferences build partnerships between families, schools, and community.
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Common Questions-


Who should attend a Family Group Conference?


Your relatives, friends and anyone else who you consider your family.





Can I bring my children to the Meeting? 


Yes. We will also provide for childcare (if needed) and food. 





What kind of things go into a plan? 


Plans should tackle the real reasons a child is not getting to school. Think about your child’s absences and come up with solutions that work for your family. 





What happens if the plan doesn’t work? 


Plans often need to be adjusted. The Justice Center and schools will work with you to make changes to the plan. 





What if we decide not to follow-through with the plan? 


If your child continues to miss school, an affidavit will be sent to the State’s Attorney. The State of Vermont requires that all children aged 5 to 15 attend school. By law, school officials must refer children who are truant to the State’s Attorney if alternative solutions are not successful. 
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CONFERENCE PREPARATION: You will meet with staff from the Saint Albans Community Justice Center to talk about what’s going on, and to identify who is a part of your family. Do you have a really close friend, or a neighbor who is always there for you? Can your brother, sister, or parents help?


CONFERENCE SCHEDULING: Justice Center staff will set up the conference that fits the schedules of the conference participants.


INFORMATION SHARING: At the conference, a representative from the school will talk about why the meeting is taking place and what they hope the family will achieve. If other service providers are at the meeting, they will discuss their role with your family as well as additional help they can provide. This “Information Exchange” is also a time for you to ask questions. 


PRIVATE FAMILY TIME: Everyone leaves the room except for your family and supporters. This is your time to work out a plan to get your child back in school. You know your family, you know why your child isn’t getting to school, and you know what needs to happen for your child to get the education they deserve. 


AGREEING TO THE PLAN: After you come up with a plan, Justice Center and school staff return to the room. A family member will present the plan and back up plans to make sure your child gets back to school. School officials may ask for more information to make sure all of their concerns have been addressed. Then, Justice Center staff will print the plan, distribute copies, and talk about next steps.


That’s a Family Group Conference!





What Happens at a Family Group Conference?








The Community Justice Center Works with Families and Schools.





The Community Justice Center receives referrals because of concerns with school attendance. Referrals are usually sent after a child has missed at least ten days of classes. Schools send referrals because they are concerned that the child is not receiving the class instruction they deserve. 


The Community Justice Center does not take sides. The Justice Center receives referrals and works with families to identify who should attend the Family Group Conference. Justice Center staff also provides information about services that the family requests. And Justice Center staff coordinates the Conference. 
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Working together for our children
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