MEETING MINUTES
TUEDSAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2016
6:00 PM

HOUGHTON PARK

ST. ALBANS CITY PARKS COMMISSION

Commission Members Present: Stina Booth, Barbara Weinstein, Joan McGinn, Jeff Young, Angie Sturm,

Members arriving late: Tom Koldys, Peter Chevalier

Staff Members Present: Kelly Viens, Director of Recreation

Topic Discussion Action
1. Call to Order. This meeting was called to order
by at 6:17 PM.
2. Elect new Chair and Review the process of how this | Commission will vote and then
Vice Chair election proceeds. Members bring it to the Council for
are unclear if the Council is in guidance and approval.
charge of the election.
Peter’s 7 year old son is in need | Peter will write an e-mail, giving
of more and more of his time notice of his resignation. Not
and Peter’s business has grown | only as Chair of this commission
immensely. but he will also be giving up his
seat.
Great Thanks for your time and | Chair position will be voted on
working with us Peter! today and Kelly will notify
Kristen of the open seat.
Motion by Joan to elect Tom as | Unanimous vote elects Tom
Chair, Tom accepts. Seconded Koldys as Chair of Parks
by Barb. Commissions.
Motion by Peter to elect Joany | Unanimous vote elects Joan as
as Vice Chair, Joany accepts. Vice Chair of Parks
Seconded by Angie. Commissions.
3. Houghton Park It is brought to the attention Kelly will refer to the literature
Discussion that the exercise equipment is for height, weight and age
a. Adult exercise not getting the intended use. requirements/limitations that
equipment being used These items are for adults but it | may have been set by the
by children (D&V) seems that many children are manufacturer.




b. RiseVT - new grant for
additional piece of
equipment.

c. Cottonwood Tree
removal update.

d. Replacement trees
update.

e. Trees at playground
planting date.

enjoying them as well, some
posing a safety issue. It was
brought to Tom’s attention that
when adults are using them
they are at the mercy of the #of
children and parents that are
present at the playground.
Signage seems to be the best
solution, some talk about what
the sign should say. We all
realize it will still be up to
parents to enforce the
guidelines set by the signs, this
will create leverage and
validation for adults trying to
advocate for use of the
machines.

RiseVT has contacted Kelly and
they are thrilled with the pieces
of exercise equipment! They
have grant $ and would like to
purchase another piece to add
to the park. RiseVT would like
to purchase a strength machine
(weight bearing) such as a
bench press.

This brings up the question of if
the Commission should seek
out the approval of the Council
before adding another piece of
exercise equipment.

All of these trees will be
removed by Spring of 2017

No approval is needed from
Council for this signage.

Kelly will research the best
purchase from the same
company as the other two
machines. She will present
RiseVT with a few options that
she likes for their approval.

After to purchase/installment of
this item a Thank You
notification will be ran in the
paper.

At next week’s Council meeting
the Commission will ask for
greater clarification on
guidelines of the abilities of the
Commission, when is it
necessary to bring a decision in
front of the Council?

Continue to explore the funding
and placement of replacing

those trees.

3 trees will be planted in the
spring.

Spring




Football practice field.

Fence with Plantings

It was brought to the attention
of the Commission that football
practices are taking place in a
very close range to the
playground. This arises many
safety concerns. Time was
spent brainstorm ideas about
re-arranging the park (moving
baseball fields, removing
horseshoe pits, location of
Josh’s garden).

True Leaf indicated that the
fencing that is at Barlow St. is
not able to surround a
playground (Houghton St)
because it is deemed climbable
making it a hazard. Many ideas
were discussed including
plants, a bordering short fence
like what is on the North side of
Taylor Park, a grape vine,
evergreen hedge. The goal
would be for visual attraction
and delineation while
encompassing safety.

Commission members will seek
more information about how
each area (baseball, football,
and garden to come) is used and
the best locations for each.
Members will take a walk
around the park when the
meeting has adjourned to gain
better prospective of the space.
There was a motion to remove
the horseshoe pits which
passed and a consensus was
reached.

As no agreeable solution can be
found for the issue at this time it
is concluded that this issue can
wait for a later date. There have
been no problems to date
without a fence so it is deemed
that it can wait for a later date
when a solution may become
more obvious.

Update from Planning
on proposed plans for
Taylor Park and request
to include Parks
Commiission in
planning.

Discussion of Master Plan for
Taylor Park & obtaining grants
by Planning & Development.
Parks Commission will be a
stakeholder in the overall
discussion.

Musical instrument
installation will be on
City Council agenda this
month — decide who
can attend the
meeting.

Who is available and willing to
attend City Council meeting on
Monday Oct., 12" at 6:00 PM?

Barbara, Tom & Kelly to attend.
And also to seek out a leader of
the Veterans to ask opinion and
approval of location of the
instruments.

Proposal for City to
pay “citizen”
membership fees to the
NRPA (D&V)

Other Business

Barb talked with woman
wanting to fund a project of
putting up an art wall in town.

The funding has run out for this
project and is no longer on the
table for further discussion.




Barb would like to see more Explore what options are

picnic tables in the park. They available and will be best suited
create functionality and ability | for the park.

to picnic or for moms to be able
to accomplish other tasks.

A request was made for the
steering wheel on the play
structure to be raised to the
top, for better “driving” play.

Meeting moved to Adjourn. Vote was unanimous.



