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CHAPTER 1
NOISE
SECTION

3501 Purpose

3502 Definitions

3503 Prohibited

3504 Measurement

3505 Exceptions

3506 Enforcement & Penalties

3501 Purpose

This ordinance is enacted to protect, preserve and promote the health, safety, welfare,
peace, and quiet for citizens of the City of St. Albans through the reduction, control and
prevention of noise. The intent of this ordinance is to establish standards which will eliminate
and reduce unnecessary noises which are physically harmful or otherwise detrimental to the
enjoyment of life, property and maintenance of business.

3502 Definitions

For the purposes of this ordinance, the following terms, phrases, words, and their
derivations shall have the meaning given herein. When not inconsistent with the context, words
used in the present tense include the future, words in the plural number include the singular
number, and words in the singular number include the plural numbers. The word “shall” is
always mandatory and not merely directory.

“Noise” is any sound, which annoys or disturbs the peace and/or ability to repose of a
human due to its frequency or amplitude.

“Plainly audible” means any sound that can be detected by a person using his or her unaided
hearing faculties. As an example, if the sound source under investigation is a portable or
personal vehicular sound amplification or reproduction device, the enforcement officer need not
determine the title of a song, specific words, or the artist performing the song. The detection of
the rhythmic base component of the music is sufficient to constitute a plainly audible sound.

“Sound” is vibrations that are detected by the “average” unaided human ear.
3503 Prohibited

The following acts are declared to be loud, objectionable, and unnecessary noises, and
are therefore a public nuisance, and prohibited by this ordinance:

A. [Repealed October 11, 2021.]
B. Horns, signaling devices, alarms, etc. The sounding of any horn, signaling device or
alarm except as a danger warning; the creation, by means of other devices, or

unreasonably loud or harsh sounds; and the sounding of any such device for
unnecessary and/or unreasonable periods of time. (Ch. 10-11-2021)
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3504

Radios, phonographs, etc. The using, operating or permitting to be played, used or
operated, of any radio or television receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph, or
other machine or device for the producing or reproducing of sounds in such a manner as
to disturb the peace, quiet, and comfort of persons at a distance of 100’ or more or any
time with louder volume than is necessary for convenient hearing for the person or
persons who are in the space, room, or chamber in which such a machine or device is
operated and who are voluntary listeners thereto. (Ch. 10-11-2021)

Exhaust. The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any steam engine, or internal
combustion engine except through a muffler or other device, which will effectively
prevent loud or explosive noises therefrom. (Ch. 10-11-2021)

[Repealed October 11, 2021.]

Dogs, cats and other animals. The keeping of any dog, cat or other animal which shall
become a nuisance to another person in the vicinity where such dog, cat or other animal
is kept, by frequent or continued barking, howling, yelping or screaming.

Vocal disturbances. Yelling, shouting whistling, singing or making any other loud vocal
disturbance so as to disturb, destroy, or endanger the peace of persons at a distance of
100’ or more. This section shall not be construed to prohibit a vocal disturbance,
whether or not it is electronically amplified, by spectators or participants in an athletic
event or assembly sponsored by a public or private school.

Noises emanating from the excavation, demolition, alteration or repair of buildings,
structures, property between the hours of 9 PM and 7 AM.

Air cooling or heating devices that can be heard 250’ from a residential building or 500°
from any other building.

Industrial noises such as grinding, pounding whistling, etc. or any noise deemed
objectionable because of volume, frequency, or beat and is not muffled or otherwise
controlled so as to not disturb, destroy, or endanger the peace of persons at a distance
of 500’ or more.

Noise in General. Any noise which is deemed objectionable because of volume,
frequency, or beat and is not muffled or otherwise controlled so as to not disturb,
destroy, or endanger the peace of persons at a distance of 100’ or more.

Measurement

The allowing, permitting or causing of any of the prohibited actions described in Section

3503, notwithstanding Section 3505, shall be prima facie evidence of a nuisance and a violation
of this ordinance.

3505

A.

Exceptions

Any person or organization that has obtained a noise waiver from the City Manager (i.e.,
parade, block party, etc.)
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G.

Any vehicle owned by and operated by government or a utility in the performance of its
duties.

Noise associated with routine snow removal activities where customary practices and
equipment are used.

Any government or utility emergency repair. Any construction activity, other than
government or utility emergency repair that has obtained approval of the City Manager to
occur between the hours of 9 PM and 7 AM that is deemed in the best interest of the
public health, safety and welfare.

Any siren or other warning device used for public safety, including railroad signals.

Noise associated with a bona fide response to any emergency situation that poses a
threat to the public health, safety or welfare.

Routine lawn maintenance when done during the hours of 7 AM and 9 PM.

3506 Enforcement & Penalties

This ordinance is designhated as a civil ordinance. Any person who violates a provision of this
ordinance shall be subject to a fine of up to $500 together with the cost of prosecution. In the
event of a continuing violation, each day shall constitute a separate offense. Penalties shall be
as follows:

1%t offense: written warning

2" offense within one year of written warning: $150.00

3" offense within one year of 2" offense: $300.00

4" offense and each subsequent offense within one year of prior offense: $500.00

(CH 07-27-2004, 10-11-2021)
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CHAPTER 3

PERSONAL CONDUCT
SECTION

3551. Begging, loitering, prowling.

3552. Soliciting or advertising in rude or offensive manner.

3553. Rude and disorderly conduct; indecent or insulting language; loitering; indecent
writing or figures; noise, throwing stones.

3554. Indecent show bill, advertisement; sign or notice.

3555. Firearms, discharge.

3556. Bow and arrow; airgun.

3557. Hitchhiking.

3558. Indecent exhibitions.

3559. Gambling.

3560. Use of building by disorderly persons; disorderly conduct.

3561. House of prostitution.

3562. Prostitution.

3563. Disturbing meeting; aiding or abetting disturbance.

3564. Wearing mask, hood, or device to conceal identity.

3565. Penalties

3551. Begging, loitering, prowling

No persons shall beg in or on a street or other public place, or lurk, loiter, or prowl about
the premises of a resident, or in or about a restaurant, eatinghouse, hotel, or other place,
without giving a satisfactory account of himself or the honesty of his intentions.

Cross references. Loitering in public places, see 13 VSA section 1025.
Vagrancy, see 13 VSA section 3901-3906; city charter section 25 (6).

3552. Soliciting or advertising in rude or offensive manner

No person shall, in a street or at a railroad station, steamboat dock, or other landing, in a
rude or offensive manner, solicit passengers to ride by any means of conveyance, or for a hotel,
inn, or boardinghouse, or in a rude or offensive manner advertise a hotel, inn, or boardinghouse,
or any means of conveyance thereto.

Cross references. Breach of peace, see 13 VSA section 1021.

3553. Rude and disorderly conduct; indecent or insulting language, loitering, indecent writing
or figures; noise, throwing stones.

No person shall behave in a rude or disorderly manner or use indecent, profane, or
insulting language in a street or public place or near a dwelling or be or remain upon a sidewalk
or upon a doorstep, portico, or other projection from such house or other building, to the
annoyance or disturbance of another person. No person shall make indecent figures or write
indecent or obscene words upon a fence, building, sidewalk, or public place. No person, shall,
by noise, gesture, or other means; wantonly and designedly frighten a horse in a street or other
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public place. No person shall throw stones or other missiles in or upon a public street, common,
or other ground belonging to the city.

Cross references, Breach of peace generally, see 13 VSA section 1021.
Disfiguring or defacing building, fence or wall, see 13 VSA section 3701.

3554. Indecent show bill, advertisement, sign or notice
A. Indecent show bill, advertisement, sign or naotice.

No person shall post, or cause to be posted, an indecent, immodest or obscene show bill,
advertisement, or paper, or paint, or mark with chalk or other material, or cause to be painted or
otherwise portrayed, any indecent, immodest or obscene sign, advertisement, notice, or other
things, on any building, fence, post, or sidewalk, or in any other manner exhibit the same to the
public, within the limits of the city.

B. Defacing Buildings, structures and signs.

Defacing buildings, structures and signs prohibited. No person shall apply or cause to
be applied any paint, varnish, lead, crayon, wax, ink, dye or other indelible substance, nor shall
any person carve, chisel or write any figure or letter on the exterior or interior walls or on the
windows of any building or structure or deface any sign without having first secured authority
from the owner of such building or his duly authorized agent to do so. Such practice is hereby
declared to be a public nuisance.

C. Enforcement

1. First offense. A first offense of any provisions of this section by a person during
any twenty-four-month period shall be deemed a civil ordinance violation and
shall be punishable by a penalty of a minimum fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) to a
maximum fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00), which may, at the discretion of
the prosecuting official, be waived in whole or in part upon the successful
completion of a City approved restorative or reparative justice program or other
community service. The waiver penalty for a first offense of any provision of this
section by a person shall be a fine of fifty dollars $50.00).

2. Second Offense. A second offense during a twelve (12) month period shall be
deemed to be a civil offense and shall be punishable by a minimum fine of one
hundred dollars ($100.00) to a maximum fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).
The waiver penalty shall be a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00).

3. The third and any subsequent offense within a twelve (12) month period shall be
deemed to be a civil offense and shall be punishable by a minimum fine of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) to a maximum fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).
The waiver penalty shall be a fine of two hundred dollars ($200.00).

(Ch. 8-26-08)

Cross references. Disfiguring building or fence with obscene writing,
See 13 VSA section 3701.

Injuring post, fence, or building, see section 4258.

Obscene poster and shows, see 13 VSA section 2802.
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Posting or painting show bill advertisement, sign or notice on building,
Fence, post, or wall, see section 1701.

3555. Firearms, discharge

No person shall, except in the performance of a legal duty, or upon or within a firing
range approved as to construction and supervision by the chief of police, discharge a gun, pistol
or other firearm within the city limits.

Cross references. Aiming firearm at another, see 13 VSA section 4011.
Negligent use of gun, see 13 VSA section 4009.
Weapons generally, see 13 VSA section 4001 et seq.

3555 (A)

No person except persons acting in self-defense, law enforcement officers in the
performance of their duty and other persons authorized by the chief of police for training or other
valid purposes shall carry or possess a loaded firearm or weapon within the limits of the City of
St. Albans.

(Add 12-12-66)

3556. Bow and arrows; airgun
No person shall shoot with or use a bow and arrow or airgun in or over a street or public place.
3557. Hitchhiking

The practice of endeavoring, upon any roadway within the city, by words, gestures, and
other means, to beg, invite or secure transportation in motor vehicles not engaged in passenger
carrying for hire, is hereby declared to be a public nuisance. No person, while upon any
roadway within the city, shall endeavor, by words, gestures, or otherwise, to beg, invite, or
secure transportation in any motor vehicle not engaged in passenger carrying for hire, unless
said person knows the driver of such vehicle, or the owner or other person then riding therein;
provided, however, that nothing in this section shall prohibit the solicitation of aid in the event of
accident or by persons who are sick or seeking assistance for the sick; and provided, further,
that this exception for sickness shall apply only in case of bona fide sickness in which an
emergency exists.

3558. Indecent exhibitions

No person shall publicly make any indecent, immodest, or immoral exhibition of his
person, or of any animal or things, or cause or procure any person to do so, in or on any street,
highway, or public square, or in any stairway, hallway, area, or other public place.

Cross references. House of ill fame, see 13 VSA section 2604.

Lewdness and indecent conduct, see 13 VSA section 2601-2603.

Prohibited acts under state law, see 13 VSA section 2632.

3559. Gambling

No persons shall suffer or permit any gambling for money, liquor, or any valuable thing,
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in his building or upon his premises, or keep any table, or instrument, or device with a view to
gambling thereon or therewith. The police are hereby empowered and authorized to seize any
such tables, instruments, or devices, if the same shall be taken while gambling is being carried
on; and the court taking cognizance of such offense may, on conviction, order the destruction of
such table, instrument, or device taken as aforesaid.

Cross references. City council powers, see city charter section 25 (2).
Gambling, see 13 VSA sections 2132 — 2134.
Machines, see 13 VSA sections 2135-2140.

3560. Use of buildings by disorderly persons; disorderly conduct

No person shall suffer or permit his buildings or other place, to be used, frequented or
resorted to by riotous or disorderly persons, or by any vagrants, gamblers, or common
prostitutes, nor shall any person suffer or permit any boisterous, riotous, or disorderly conduct
therein or thereabouts.

Cross references. City council powers, see city charter section 25 (4, 5, 8).
Prostitution, use of building, see 13 VSA section 2632.

3561. House of prostitution

No person shall keep a house of prostitution, or suffer or permit prostitution in any house
or building he may occupy, or be an inmate of any house of ill-fame, or in any manner contribute
to the support or maintenance of any house of ill-fame, nor shall any person having control of
any house or building lease or rent the same to any prostitute or prostitutes to be kept as a
house of ill-fame.

Cross references. City council powers, see city charter section 25 (5).
Generally see 13 VSA sections 2631 — 2637.

3562. Prostitution

No female shall be a prostitute, or shall ply the vocation of a prostitute in this city, or
shall subject her person to prostitution, and no male shall associate and consort with such
female for the purpose of prostitution.

Cross references. City council powers, see city charter section 25 (5).
Generally see 13 VSA sections 2631 — 2637.

3563. Disturbing meeting; aiding or abetting disturbance

No person shall willfully disturb or annoy a lawful assembly, collection of persons or
organized meeting of any kind, or cause the same to be done, in any manner or by any unlawful
means whatsoever; nor shall any person aid or abet the making of any disturbance, riot, or
disorder, at, in, or about any building or other place.

Cross references. City council powers, see city charter section 25 (4, 22).
Disturbance of peace generally, see 13 VSA sections 1021 — 1026.
Disturbing religious meetings, see 13 VSA sections 971 — 976.

Rioters refusing to disperse, see 13 VSA section 902.
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3564. Wearing mask, hood, or device to conceal identity

No person over 21 years of age of any association, or organization of any description,
shall appear, congregate, march, parade, or hold any meeting or meetings in any public street,
highway, lane, park, or common in the City of St. Albans, wearing any mask, hood, or device for
covering his face and head so as to disguise and conceal his personal identity, or disguise and
conceal the identity of the association, congregation, or body to which he professes or appears
to belong or represent, or for any other purpose.

Cross references. City council powers, see city charter section 25 (22).

3565. Penalties

A person who violates the provisions of this Title shall be fined not more than Fifty
Dollars (50.00) nor less than Ten Dollars ($10.00).

3566. Disturbing meeting; aiding or abetting disturbance

No person shall willfully disturb or annoy a lawful assembly, collection of persons, or
organized meeting

11-9



CHAPTER 5

PUBLIC INDECENCY

SECTION

3601. Purpose

3602. Definitions
3603. Public Indecency
3604. Penalty

3605. Other Relief

3601. Purpose

It is the purpose of this ordinance to regulate public indecency, including public nudity,
both of which are deemed to be a public nuisance.

3602. Definitions

a. “Nudity” shall mean the showing of the male or female genitals, pubic hair or
buttocks with less than a fully opaque covering, or the showing of the female
breast with less than a fully opaque covering of any part of the nipple, other than
for the sole purpose of breastfeeding a child.

b. “Public Place” shall mean any location frequented by the public, or where the
public is present or likely to be present, or where a person may reasonably be
expected to be observed by the public. A “Public Place” includes but is not
limited to streets, sidewalks, parks, business and commercial establishments
(whether for profit or not-for-profit and whether open to the public at large or
where entrance is limited by a cover charge, membership requirement or some
other restriction), bottle clubs, hotels, motels, restaurants, night clubs, country
clubs, cabarets and meeting facilities.

For purposes of this Chapter, “public place” shall not include enclosed single sex public
restrooms, enclosed single sex functional showers, locker and/or dressing room facilities,
enclosed hotel and motel rooms designed, intended and used for sleeping accommodations,
doctor’s offices, portions of hospitals and other similar places in which nudity or exposure of
body parts defined in (a) above is necessarily and customarily expected to occur; nor shall it
include a person appearing in a state of nudity in a modeling class operated by: (1) a
proprietary school licensed by the State of Vermont; a college, junior college, or university
supported in whole or in part by state revenue; or (2) a private college or university which
maintains and operates educational programs in which credits are transferable to a college,
junior college, or university supported in whole or in part by state revenue or an accredited
private college.
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Section

3603

3603.

3604

Public Indecency
(a) No person shall knowingly or intentionally, in a public place:

(2) engage in sexual intercourse;

(2) appear in a state of nudity;

3) fondle his/her genitals;

(4) fondle the genitals of another person;

(b) No person who owns, leases or otherwise controls or exhibits a proprietary
interest over property, shall knowingly allow any person to engage in the conduct
described in subparagraph (a) above at any time such property is open to the
public.

Penalty

Any person found guilty of violating this Ordinance or any provision thereof shall be
subject to a fine as follows:

First offense $250.00
Second offense $350.00
Third and subsequent

Offenses $500.00

Each day such violation exists shall constitute a separate offense and shall be
punishable as such hereunder.

Other Relief

In addition to the penalty as stated above, the City shall be authorized to commence,

when appropriate, a civil action to obtain injunctive and other appropriate relief, or to pursue any
other remedy authorized by law.

Cross references. See City of St. Albans Municipal Ordinances
Title 11, Chapter 3, Sections 3553 and 3554;
St. Albans City Charter, City Council Powers
Section 25 (5, 8, 22 and 23); 13 V. S. A.
Section 2801 et seq.

(Add) 7-28-98
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