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CHAPTER 1 
 

PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS 
 
 

SECTION 
 

3801. Parks of the city. 
 
3801. Parks and Playgrounds of the city 
 

The following shall constitute the parks and playgrounds of the City of St. Albans  
and be used and enjoyed as such by the public under the rules and regulations of the 
city council and under the rules and regulations of park and playground commissioners if 
any such commissioners are in existence. 
 

(1) HOUGHTON PARK.  That plot of land containing six acres more or less,  
situated on the east side of South Elm Street.  Three Commissioners  
shall be appointed by the city council, each for a period of 10 years.   
Warranty deed recorded City of Saint Albans Land Records Vol. 1, pages  
479 and 480, (1907). 
 

(2) TAYLOR PARK.  That parcel of land situated in the City of St. Albans on  
the east side of Main Street.  Deed recorded in Old Land Records, Vol. 2,  
page 345, (1799). 

 
(3) ALDIS HILL PLAYGROUND.  Aldis Hill Playground deeded to private 

trustees is available for city use.  See description of deed in Land 
Records, Vol. 44, pages 127 to 136, (1892). 

 
(Ch 11-8-65) 
 

(4) BARLOW STREET PARK. 
 
(Added 3-14-95) 
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CHAPTER 3 
 
 

TREES AND SHRUBS 
 

SECTION 
 

3851. Planting of trees. 
3852. Cutting, pruning or removing. 
3853. Hitching horses or other animals. 
3854. Attaching board, notice, wire, stay or support to tree. 
3855. Carrying away plant, flower, vase or other vessel. 

 
3851. Planting of trees 
 

No tree in a street, public park, or other city property, shall be planted except with  
the approval of the city manager who shall have the power to prescribe how such trees 
shall be planted, at what distance apart, and of what variety.  A tree shall be provided 
with supports and guards whenever, in the opinion of the city manager such supports or 
guards may be desirable. 
 
   Cross references.  City council powers 
   See city charter section 25 (21 - 22). 
   Shade trees generally, see 24 V. S. A. 
   Sections 2502 - 2506 - 2510. 
   See also section 3917. 
 
3852. Cutting, pruning or removing 
 

No person shall cut, prune, or remove a tree or shrub in a street, public park, or  
other city property, except with the approval and consent of the city manager or of the 
duly appointed tree warden or city forester. 

 
  Cross references.  Statutory provisions, 
  See 24 V. S. A.  Sections 2508 - 2510. 
  See also section 3902. 
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SECTION 
 
 
3853. Hitching horses or other animals. 
 

No person shall hitch a horse or other animal to a tree, shrub, or fence in a  
street, public park or other city property, nor leave a horse or other animal untied or tied 
within reach of such tree, shrub, or fence, nor permit a horse or other animal to injure or 
deface such tree, shrub, or fence.  

 
  Cross references.  Parks, see section 3914. 

 
3854. Attaching board, notice, wire, stay or support to tree 
 

No person shall attach a board, card, notice, advertisement, wire, stay, or  
support to a tree, in a street, public park, or other city property, without the written 
consent of the city manager. 
 
 
3855. Carrying away plant, flower, vase or other vessel 
 

No person shall take or carry away a plant, flower, vine, vase, pot or other vessel  
used for flowers or plants, in a street, public park, or other city property. 
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CHAPTER 5 
 

PARK REGULATIONS 
 

SECTION 
 

3901. Animals 
3902. Damage to park. 
3903. Firearms; throwing stones or missiles; playing ball. 
3904. Speed. 
3905. Speech. 
3906. Selling. 
3907. Bathing. 
3908. Fire. 
3909. Riding; driving. 
3910. Injuring birds, nests, eggs or animals. 
3911. Fireworks. 
3912. Digging; blasting. 
3913. Rubbish. 
3914. Hitching horses. 
3915. Motor vehicles. 
3916. Poplar, cottonwood or willow, planting. 
3917. Alcoholic Beverages. 
3918. Park Hours. 
3919. Penalties. 
3920. Smoking Prohibited 

 
3901. Animals 
 

No domestic animals, except dogs, shall be permitted in any park.  Dogs shall be  
held in leash by their owners, otherwise they may be killed by any park-keeper, special 
constable or policeman. 
 
   Cross references.  City Council power, see 
   the city charter section 25 (14).  Goat,  
   swine, horse, cow or other meat cattle 
   going at large in street, park or common, 
   see section 4255.  Permitting cattle,  
   horses, sheep or swine to run at large in 
   park, common or green, penalty, see 20 V. S. A. 
   section 3342. 
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SECTION 
 
3902 Damage to park 
 

No person shall pick any flowers, fruit or foliage, or cut, break, dig up, or in any  
way mutilate or injure any tree, shrub, plant, grass, turf, railing, seat, fence, structure, or 
anything in any of said parks, or cut, carve, paint, mark or paste on any tree, stone, 
fence, wall, building, monument or other object therein, any bill, advertisement or 
inscription whatsoever. 
 
   Cross references.  Advertising, posting, 
   Statutory provisions, see 13 V. S. A. 
   Sections 301 - 307.  Cutting or pruning  

trees or shrubs, see section 3852. 
   Damage to property, see section 4258. 
   injuring trees or plants, see 13 V. S. A. 
   sections 3601 - 3603. 
 
3903.    Firearms; throwing stones or missiles; playing ball  
 

No person shall carry or have any firearms in any of said parks, and no firearms  
shall be discharged in, from, or into the same.  No stone or other missile shall be thrown 
or rolled from, into, within, or upon any of said parks, except in such places as the park 
commission may designate as a ball field, in playing games in which a ball is used. 
 
   Cross references.  Playing games in 
   street, or public park, see section 4256. 
 
3904. Speed 
 
 No person shall ride or drive on any road within any of said parks at a faster gait 
than 15 miles per hour, and this shall apply to the use of cycles. 
 
3905.    Speech. 
 

No threatening, abusive, boisterous, insulting or indecent language or gesture shall  
be used in any of said parks.  Nor shall any oration, harangue, or other public 
demonstration be made, unless by special authority of said commission. 
 
3906.    Selling 
 

No person shall expose any article or thing for sale in any of said parks, unless  
licensed therefor by city council. 
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SECTION 
 
3907.   Bathing 
 

No person shall bathe naked, or otherwise, in any waters, in or adjacent to any of  
said parks, or be naked within any of said parks, except in such places and subject to 
such regulations as the commission may, from time to time, especially designate by a 
public notice set up for that purpose within the park. 
 
   Cross references.  City council power, 
   See city charter section 25 (7). 
 
3908.   Fire 
 

No person, except by authority of the city manager shall light, kindle or use any fire  
on any of said parks. 
 
3909.    Riding; driving 
 

No person shall ride or drive upon the grass, turf or lawns of said parks. 
 
3910.   Injuring birds, nests, eggs or animals 
 

No authorized person shall disturb or injure any bird, bird's nest, or eggs, or any  
squirrel or other animal within any of said parks. 

 
   Cross references.  Birds eggs, destroying 
   or robbing, see 10 V. S. A. section 4905. 

 
3911.   Fireworks 
 

No person shall discharge or set off, on or within any of said parks any  
firecrackers, torpedoes, rockets, or other fireworks, except by license from the city 
council. 
 
   Cross reference.  Fireworks, prohibition, 
   see 20 V. S. A. sections 3131 - 3136.  Power 
   of city council, see city charter section 25 (17). 
 
3912.   Digging; blasting 
    
 No person shall dig up or remove any dirt, stones, rock or other thing whatever, 
make any excavation, quarry any stone or lay or set off any blast, or cause or assist in 
doing any of such things, within any of said parks, without the special order or license of 
said commission.                                 
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SECTION 
 
3913.   Rubbish 
 

No bottles, broken glass, ashes, waste-paper, or other rubbish shall be left in any  
of said parks, except at such place or places as may be specially designated by the city 
manager. 
 
3914. Hitching horses 
 
 No horse shall be hitched to any shrub or tree in any of said parks. 
   Cross references.  See section 3853. 
 
3915. Motor vehicles 
 
 No automobile or other motor vehicle shall be taken into or driven upon any 
public park except upon such drives and subject to such regulations as the commission 
may from time to time, especially designate by public notice set up for that purpose 
within the park. 
 
3916.   Poplar, cottonwood or willow, planting 
 
 No person shall plant or cause to be planted or assist in planting in any of the city 
streets any variety of poplar, cottonwood or willow tree. 
   Cross references.  See section 3851. 
 
3917. Alcoholic Beverages 
 

It shall be unlawful to possess any malt, vinous or spirituous beverage in any  
park unless license has been obtained. 
(Add 3-14-95) 
 
3918. Park Hours 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to be at large in the area known as "Taylor 
Park" between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. and in the areas of “Houghton 
Park” and “Barlow Street Park” between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter. 
(9-12-05, Ch. 06-09-2014) 
 
3919. Penalties 
 

A person violating the provisions of this Chapter shall be fined $25.00 per 
occurrence, and may be banned for one-year after three violations within a year.  
(Ch 3-14-95)      
 
3920. Smoking Prohibited in City Parks 

It shall be unlawful to smoke in City Parks. 
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CHAPTER 7 
 

RECREATION COMMISSION 
 
 

SECTION 
 

3951. Recreation Commission, creation. 
3952. Purpose 

 
3951. Recreation Commission, creation. 
 

There is hereby created a recreation commission of not more than seven (7)  
members.  Said commission members shall be known as St. Albans City Recreation 
Commissioners.  Recreation commissioners shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to 
the approval of City Council.  After the original seven (7) commissioners are appointed 
three (3) commissioners shall be appointed, each year to a three (3) year term of office 
beginning the first day of April.   Commissioners may be reappointed.  At the first 
commission meeting after the three (3) annual appointment are made the commission 
shall organize by electing as many officers as the commission itself deems necessary. 
 
 
3952. Purpose 
 

The citizens of St. Albans participate in a wide variety of recreational  
opportunities.  Many of these opportunities are provided through the St. Albans City 
Recreation Department.  The number and quality of recreational opportunities is 
proportional to the level of community involvement, and the future of recreation is 
dependent on creative community planning.  The word recreation shall be broadly 
interpreted to include, but not be limited to, sports, games, hobbies, and adult education. 
 
 Said commission shall guide the St. Albans City Recreation Department into the 
future.  The commission will, at a minimum, participate in strategic planning, marketing, 
budget development and community outreach.  The commission will maintain a strong 
relationship with the Recreation Director and report to the City Manager monthly as to 
the status of the effort to provide the highest quality programs to the citizens of St. 
Albans. 
 
(Ch 5-20-05) 
 

           


