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CHAPTER 1 
 

EXCAVATION, SIGNS, AWNINGS AND OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS 
 

SECTION 
 

4201. Excavation Permit; obstruction permit; fees; notice to Fire chief, Public 
Works Department, Police Chief. 

4202. Railings; fences; lights. 
4203. Method of excavation; refilling; notice. 
4204. Resurfacing; costs. 
4205. Damages. 
4206. Penalties. 
4207. Awnings, shades, flags, banners, signs; display of articles over street; 

penalties; fee. 
4208. Awnings. 
4209. Enclosing highway; erecting fence or encroachment; nuisance. 
4210. Barbed wire fence; railing. 
4211. Unnecessary interference with use of sidewalk. 
4212. Breaking curbing; permit. 

 
4201. Excavation permit; obstruction permit; fees; notice to Fire Chief, Public Works 

Department, Police Chief is amended as follows: 
 

(a) No person shall cause any type of excavation on any property in any right 
of way, road, street, sidewalk, greenbelt, etc. belonging to the City of St. 
Albans without first having obtained a permit for each excavation from the 
City Manager.  Said permit shall be valid for 30 days.  The cost for said 
permit shall be: 

 
(1) Administration and Inspection Fee $   1.25 sq. ft. 
(2) Permit Application Fee.   $ 25.00 
(3) Excavation Fee 

Paved Areas Sidewalk   $10.00 sq. ft. 
Unpaved Area    $  2.00 sq. ft.   
Total Paved Area    $11.25 sq. 
Total Greenbelt Area   $  3.25 sq. 

 
The applicant shall comply with all applicable Federal OSHA and State VOSHA Health 
and Safety Regulations. 
 
(CH 1-8-07) 

 
4202. Railings; fences; lights 
 

Whenever a street, sidewalk, part or common shall, under a permit granted as  
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provided in section 4201, be dug up, obstructed encumbered or otherwise thereby 
rendered unsafe or inconvenient for travel, the person so permitted shall put and at all 
times maintain a suitable railing or fence around such section of the street, sidewalk, 
park or common, so long as the same shall be unsafe or inconvenient as aforesaid; and 
shall also keep one or more lighted lanterns fixed to such fence, or fixed in some other 
proper manner, every night from sundown to sunrise, so long as such railing or fence 
shall be kept standing or obstruction remain.  No person shall without authority, remove 
or extinguish any such lighted lantern. 
 
4203. Method of excavation; refilling; notice. 
 

Excavation shall be braced and sheeted and all excavated material shall be piled  
in such a manner as to interfere with public travel as little as possible.  Whenever any 
such work is ready for the refilling of the excavated place, the person who is granted the 
permit shall notify the superintendent of public works in writing, and the refilling of all 
excavations within the street limits shall be done under his supervision. 
 
4204. Resurfacing 
 

(a) The surfacing of any area disturbed under a permit issued in accordance 
with section 4201 above shall be reconstructed in the same manner and 
with the like materials as the rest of the abutting street and at the expense 
of the individual/corporation to whom the permit is granted.  Such 
resurfacing/reconstruction shall be accomplished within 15 days of the 
permit completion date.  In event such resurfacing/reconstructing is not 
accomplished within that time frame, the street may be reconstructed by 
the city and the cost thereof shall be charged to the person to whom the 
permit is granted. 

 
(Ch 8-14-87) 
 
4205. Damages 
 

No department, corporation, or person granted such permits shall be released  
from any liability for any damage the city or any other person may suffer by reason of 
negligence or want of due care in doing said work. 

 
4206. Penalties 
 

Any person who shall violate any provision of sections 4201 – 4205 shall, upon  
conviction, be fined not less than $5 nor more than $50 for each offense, and every 24 
hours’ continuance of such violation shall be deemed a separate offense. 
 
4207. Awnings, shades, flags, banners, signs; display of articles over street; penalties; 

fee 
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(a) No person shall establish or maintain an awning, shade or flag, or display 
a banner, sign, or article of merchandise over a street or sidewalk, without 
a written permit from the city council, which permit shall be revocable, and 
any person who shall establish or maintain the same under such permit 
shall in all respects conform to such directions as to the location, extent, 
material, construction and maintenance thereof, as shall be ordered by the 
city council. 

 
(b) A person who shall violate a provision of this section, or neglect or refuse 

to any such direction of the city council, shall be fined not more than $20 
nor less than $3, and a like amount for every day that such awning, shade, 
flag, banner, sign or article of merchandise is continued in violation or 
neglect of such provision or direction. 

 
(c) All awnings hereafter erected, and any replacement of an existing awning, 

shall be at least 7 feet above the sidewalk. 
 

(d) The provisions of this section shall not apply to a national or state flag, or 
to the flag of a club or charitable, educational or religious organization. 

 
Cross references.  City council powers, see city 
Charter section 25 (23).  Outdoor advertising, statutory provisions, 
see 9 V. S. A. Sections 3621 – 3643. 

 
4208. Awnings 
 

All awnings erected over a sidewalk shall be supported by metal rods and every  
part of such awning and of the supports thereof shall be at least 7 feet above the 
sidewalk and be so attached to buildings as to leave the walk unobstructed thereby. 

 
4209. Enclosing highway; erecting fence or encroachment; nuisance 
 

No person shall enclose a part of the highway or street, or erect a fence, building  
or other encroachment, or make obstructions, or create a nuisance on a highway or 
street, or continue such enclosures, fence, building, encroachment or nuisance on a 
highway or street. 
 
  Cross references.  City council powers, 
  See section 25 (13). 
 
4210. Barbed wire fence; railing 
 

No person shall erect or maintain a barbed wire fence or railing upon the lines of  
a sidewalk or street or in such proximity thereto as to be within reach of and dangerous 
to a passerby upon such street or sidewalk. 
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4211. Unnecessary interference with use of sidewalk 
 

No person shall occupy, obstruct, or encumber or cause to be occupied,  
obstructed or encumbered, a sidewalk so as to interfere with the convenient use of the 
same by the public without first obtaining a permit from the City Manager or his/her 
designated representative.   Vegetation on private property that protrudes beyond the 
vertical plane of the edge of sidewalk at a height of less than 7 feet is prohibited, and 
the pruning or removal of such may be done at the property owner’s expense. 
 

(Ch. 03-29-1994 and 08-08-2016) 
 
4212. Breaking curbing; permit 
 

No person shall break any curbing without first obtaining a permit therefor from  
the city manager, or otherwise than in conformity to such permit.  Curbing broken for a 
driveway shall be replaced at the owner’s expense when the driveway ceases to serve 
its purpose.  No permit shall be valid for more than 90 days from its date, and all work 
under it shall be at the owner’s expense, and under the supervision of the 
superintendent of public works. 
 
4213. Penalties 
 

A person who, violates the provisions of this chapter shall, in addition to being  
liable for all fees/charges herein prescribed, be fined not more than $500. 
 
(Add 8-14-87) 
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CHAPTER 3 
 

PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES 
 

SECTION 
 

4250. Definitions. 
4251. Coasting or sliding. 
4252. Sprinkling salt in street. 
4253. Placing refuse, garbage or rubbish in street or other public place. 
4254. Animals going at large in street, park or common. 
4255. Playing games in street or public park. 
4256. Sale of fruit or merchandise in street or other public place. 
4257. Injuring guidepost, guideboard, lamp, light, building, fence, post or sign in 

street, highway or public place. 
4258. Wetting sidewalk; encumbering with hose. 
4259. Hitching ride on sleigh, wagon or other vehicle without permission of 

owner. 
4260. Public Drinking. 
4261. Drinking in motor vehicles. 
4262. Regulations and permits – public drinking. 
4263. Penalties. 
4264. No Smoking Areas 

 
4250. Definitions 
 
For the purposes of this Chapter, “Public Place” and “Public Highway” shall include all   
areas; whether temporary or permanent, open to public or general circulation of 
pedestrian or motor vehicle traffic. 
(Added 10-08-1973) 
 
For the purposes of this Chapter, “Smoking” shall include the possession and/or use of 
lighted or ignited tobacco products or other products burned for inhalation as well as the 
use of electronic or battery-powered devices that contain and are designed to deliver 
nicotine or other substances into the body by inhaling vapor. 
(Added 08-14-2017) 
 
4251. Coasting or sliding 
 

No person shall coast, course or slide on a sled, sleigh, or other vehicle in a  
street or upon the sidewalks thereof, except such streets as shall be designated and 
closed by the city council. 
 
  Cross references.  Statutory provisions,  
  See 31, V. s. A. Sections 511 – 512. 
  Street defined, see section 152. 
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4252. Sprinkling salt in street 
 

No person shall, except by permission of the superintendent of public works  
sprinkle salt in a street.                 

 
 
4253. Placing refuse, garbage or rubbish in street or other place 
 

No person shall put or place, or cause to be put or placed, in a street or other  
public place in the city or in the waters thereof, except in such place and in such manner 
as the city council may prescribe, rubbish, garbage or wastematter or other noxious 
thing.  Refer to Section 2901 for definitions. 
(Ch 7-21-06) 
 
  Cross references.  City council powers, 
  See city charter section 25 (15). 
  Collection of garbage and other refuse,  
  See section 2901 et seq.  Dumping on other 
  than public dumping grounds prohibited, 
  see section 2951.  Health regulations, see 
  section 2605.  Statutory provisions, see 
  24 V. S. A.  Section 2201 – 2202. 
 
4254. Animals going at large in street, park or common 
 

No person shall permit any goat, swine, horse, cow, or other meat cattle,  
belonging to him or under his control, to go at large or to be pastured in or over a street, 
park, or common. 
  
  Cross references.  City council powers, 
  see city charter section 25 (14).  Parks, 
  see section 3901.  Statutory provisions, 
  see 20 V. S. A. Sections 3341 – 3342. 
 
4255. Playing games in street or public park 
 

No person shall play at ball or at any game of chance or skill upon a street, or  
upon a public park without the consent of the city manager. 

 
 Cross references.  Playing ball in park, 

  see section 3903.  City council powers, 
  see city charter section 25 (2) and 25 (22). 
 
4256. Sale of fruit or merchandise in street or other public place 
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No person shall place or keep a table, stall booth, vehicle, or other erection, in a  
street, or public place, or on any square or sidewalk for the sale of fruit, merchandise, or 
other commodity, without permission first obtained from the city council. 

 
4256.               Cross references.  Health 

Regulations, see section 2651. 
Selling in parks, see section 
3906. City council powers, see 
City charter section 25 (1). 
 

4257. Injuring guidepost, guideboard, lamp, light, building, fence, post, or sign in street, 
highway or public place 

 
No person shall injure, deface or destroy a guidepost, guideboard, lamp or  

electric light post or lamp or light thereon, or a building, fence post or other thing, set, 
erected, or made for the use or ornament of the city, nor shall a person move, mutilate, 
or destroy, without the consent of the owners thereof, a sign, signpost, awning-post, or 
other thing, the private property of individuals, lawfully set, erected or placed, in or upon 
a street highway, or public place. 
 
   Cross references.  Advertising, 
   Posting, statutory provisions, 
   See 13 V. S. A.  Sections 301-307. 
   Damage to park, see section 3902. 
   Indecent show bill or writing, see 
   Section 3554.  Malicious injury to 
   Property, see 13 V. S. A.  Section 
   3701 et seq.  Posting bills, see 
   section 1701. 
 
4258. Wetting sidewalk; encumbering with hose 
 

No person shall, between the hours of eight o’clock in the forenoon and nine  
o’clock in the afternoon, sprinkle or otherwise wet the sidewalks, or encumber the same 
with hose or other materials used in washing the windows of stores or other buildings 
abutting on the sidewalks, lying and being on either side of the following streets, 
namely; Main Street between Hoyt Street and Stebbins Street, Kingman Street, Federal 
Street between Kingman Street and Lake Street and no person shall wet down a 
sidewalk in the city or use water in such a way that it shall come thereon, at any time 
when water is likely to freeze. 

 
  Cross references.  City council powers, 
  See city charter section 25 (13). 
 

4259.  Hitching ride on sleigh, wagon or other vehicle without permission of  
 owner  
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 No  person shall, without permission of the owner or driver, take hold of or ride 
upon a sleigh, wagon, automobile, or other vehicle, while the same is passing in the 
street. 
 
 
 
4260.  Public Drinking 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to possess an open container of, or to 
consume a, malt, vinous or spirituous beverage in a public place not having a valid 
license permitting the on-premise consumption of such beverages. 
 
(Ch 03-14-1995) 
 
4261.  Drinking In motor vehicles 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to possess an open container of, or to  
consume malt, vinous or spirituous beverage within the confines of a motor vehicle 
parked or being driven on a public highway. 
 
(Ch 03-14-1995) 
 
4262. Regulations and permits – public drinking 
 

Notwithstanding the provisions of 4260 of this Chapter the City Council may  
enact regulations concerning the public consumption of malt, vinous or spirituous 
beverages during such times and under such terms and conditions as it shall deem 
appropriate.  Such regulations shall be enacted in the same manner as ordinances are 
enacted. 
 
(Add 10-08-1973) 
 
4263. Penalties 

 
 A person violating the provisions of this Chapter shall be fined not more than 
$100.00 or imprisoned not more than ten (10) days or both. 
 
(Ch 06-19-1990) 

 
4264.  No Smoking Areas 
 
In the following areas, it shall be unlawful for any person to possess or use lighted or 
ignited tobacco products or other products burned for inhalation or to use electronic or 
battery-powered devices that contain and are designed to deliver nicotine or other 
substances into the body by inhaling vapor: 
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a. The pedestrian alley-way between 28 North Main Street and 30-32 North Main Street. 
 
b. The sidewalk and greenbelt within the City right of way along the baseball field 
property at the corner of Aldis Street and North Elm Street. 
 
(Added 08-14-2017)  
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CHAPTER 5 
 

SNOW AND ICE 
 

SECTION 
 

4301. Roof guards. 
4302. Snow removal from awning or shade. 
4303. Throwing snow into street. 

 
4301. Roof guards 
 

A person owning a building from which snow, ice, or water slides or falls, or may  
slide or fall, upon a street or sidewalk, shall put and maintain such guards upon the roof 
of the building as will prevent snow, ice, or water from sliding or falling from the same 
upon the street or sidewalk. 
 
   Cross references.  City council powers, 
   See city charter section 25 (15). 
   Owner defined, see section 153. 
   Street defined, see section 152. 
   Tenant defined, see section 154. 
 
4302. Snow removal from awning or shade 
 

The occupant, tenant, or in case there shall be no occupant, the owner, agent, or  
person having the care of land or buildings bordering on a street, square, or other public 
place, where there is an awning, or shade, shall, after snow ceases to fall, if in the 
daytime within 4 hours, and if in the nighttime before twelve o’clock at noon then next 
succeeding, cause the snow to be removed from such awning or shade.  If such person 
shall fail to remove the snow from such awning or shade, the superintendent of public 
works shall do so at the expense and charge of such owner or occupant, which 
expenses and charge may be recovered with full costs in an action in the name and 
behalf of the city, and such owner or occupant shall be fined not more than $20 nor less 
than $1.  The chief of police shall promptly notify the superintendent of public works of 
any violation of the provision of this section. 
 
4303. Throwing snow into street 
 

Persons who shall throw or put, or cause to be thrown or put, snow or ice in a  
street shall cause the same to be broken up and spread evenly over the surface of such 
street.  No person shall throw or put in a street more snow than may be necessary to 
afford access to his property. 
 
4304. Snow and Ice Removal from sidewalks. 
(Removed 12-14-2015) 
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CHAPTER 7 
 

STREETS 
 

SECTION 
 

4351. Surveys, maps, profiles of streets books of record. 
4352. Grade of streets, alteration. 
4353. Curbing and guttering. 
4354. Specifications. 
4355. Stone, post or monument marking street line or grade, moving or 

disturbing. 
 
4351. Surveys, maps, profiles of streets; books of record 
 

The books wherein are recorded the surveys of the streets, and the books  
containing the maps or profiles of street grades, are accepted as the public books of 
record for that purpose and are the property of the city. 
 
   Cross references.  Street 
   Defined, see section 152. 
 
4352. Grade of streets, alteration 
 

The grade of such streets as may have been, or shall hereafter be established by  
resolution adopted by the city council, shall not be altered in any manner, until after 
such notice of such intended alterations shall have been published in such newspaper 
or newspapers of the city as the city council shall direct, at least 2 weeks previous to 
any action thereon. 
 
   Cross references.  City council powers, 
   See city charter section 25 (33). 
 
4353. Curbing and guttering 
 

Whenever the city council shall order a street or portion thereof to be curbed and  
guttered, the superintendent of public works shall execute said order under the general 
direction of the city manager. 

 
  Cross references.  Street improvements, 
  See city charter section 25 (33). 

 
4354. Specifications and Alterations 
 

Sidewalks, curbs and gutters shall conform to current specifications of the City 
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Manager.  Sidewalks shall be established and installed across driveways and curb cuts, 
unless a written decision is made by the City Manager or his/her designee to do 
otherwise on a case-by-case basis.  No sidewalk that is established across a driveway 
or curb cut shall be removed, covered, or otherwise altered without the written 
permission of the City Manager or his/her designee. The consequence and remedy for 
doing so will be the re-establishment of the sidewalk per the City Manager’s 
specification.  Such re-establishment may be done at the property owner’s expense. 
(Ch. 08-08-2016) 
 
4355. Stone, post or monument marking street line or grade, moving or disturbing 
 

No stone, post, or other monument, set by the city to mark the location of any 
street line or grade, shall be moved or in any other way disturbed except by and under 
the direction of the city manager, and any person who shall violate any of the provisions 
of this section shall be fined not less than $20 nor more than $50. 
 
4356.  Restoration of Greenbelts 
 
The City of St. Albans, at its own expense, may restore any portions of greenbelt that 
are damaged or altered as of August 8, 2016 by parking or similar use.  In cases of 
damage to the greenbelt after August 8, 2016 the City may require that the property 
owner or other responsible party provide some or all of the funding for the restoration of 
that section of greenbelt. 
(Added 08-08-2016) 
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CHAPTER 9 
 

NUMBERING OF BUILDINGS 
 

SECTION 
 

4401. City manager, numbering by. 
4402. Method of numbering. 
4403. Penalties. 

 
4401. City Manager, numbering by 
 

The City Manager, subject to the orders and ordinances of the city council, shall  
from time to time, as the convenience of the public may require, designate numbers to 
be affixed to or inscribed on all dwelling houses and other buildings or parts of buildings, 
fronting on a street, alley, or public place.  He shall determine the form, size and 
material of such numbers, and the mode, place, succession and order of inscribing and 
affixing them on such houses or other buildings, and may, on application, grant a 
variance from the provisions of section 4402. 
 
4402. Method of numbering 
 

The numbering shall proceed continuously from the place of beginning and each  
number shall be as nearly opposite its alternate as possible.  The numbering of Main 
Street shall commence at the north end of the city limit and proceed southerly, the odd 
numbers of the east and the even numbers on the west side.  In all streets north of 
Fairfield Street, running in a northerly and southerly direction, the numbering shall 
commence at the south end of such streets and proceed northerly, the odd numbers on 
the east and even numbers on the west side of such streets.  In all streets south of 
Fairfield Street running in a northerly and southerly direction, the numbering shall 
commence at the north end of such streets and proceed southerly, the odd numbers on 
the east and the even numbers on the west side of such streets.  In all streets north of 
Lake Street running in a northerly and southerly direction, the numbering shall 
commence at the south end of such streets and proceed northerly, the odd numbers on 
the east and even on the west side of such street.  In all streets south of Lake Street 
running in a northerly and southerly direction, the numbering shall commence at the 
north end of such streets and proceed southerly, the odd numbers on the east and the 
even numbers on the west side of such street.  In all streets east of Main Street running 
in an easterly and westerly direction, the numbering shall commence at the west end of 
such streets and proceed easterly, the odd numbers on the north and the even numbers 
on the south side of such streets, in all streets west of Main Street running in an easterly 
and westerly direction, the numbering shall commence at the east end of the street and 
proceed westerly, the odd numbers on the north and the even numbers on the south 
side of such street. 
 
One number shall be allowed for every fifty (50) feet on all streets except as follows: 
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 On Main Street from Hoyt Street 
 to Stebbins Street; 
 
 On Kingman Street from Main Street 
 to Federal Street; 
 
 On Lake Street from Main Street to 
 Elm Street, and 
 
 On Federal Street from Lake Street 
 to Kingman Street; 

 
 
Where one number shall be allowed for every twenty (20) feet. 
 
That the numbering of Lincoln Avenue shall commence at the north end of said  

Avenue and proceed southerly the odd numbers on the east side and the even numbers 
on the west side. 

 
4402. Penalties 
 

An owner or occupant of a building or part of a building who shall neglect or 
refuse for 60 days to affix to the same the number designated by the city manager, or 
who shall affix to the same, or retain thereon more than one day, a  number contrary to 
the direction of said city manager shall be fined not more than $20, nor less than $1, 
and like amount for every day thereafter until directions of said city manager are 
complied with. 
 
 
 
 


