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CHAPTER 1 
 

BICYCLES, SKATEBOARDS, SKATES, INLINE SKATES, SCOOTERS, ETC. 
 

SECTION 
5001 Definitions 
5002 Rules of Bicycling and Skateboarding 
5003 Parental Responsibility 
5004 Penalty 
5005 Violation Tickets 
5006 Severability 
5007 Map – Restricted Area 

 
5001. Definitions: 
 

Skateboards, Skateboarding: 
 
The terms “skateboard” and “skateboarding” when used in this ordinance shall  

include skateboards, skates, inline skates, scooters, and any other similar apparatus and the 
use thereof. 
 
 Restricted Area: 
 
 The restricted area as referred to in this ordinance shall be the business area shown as 
B-1 on the Official City Zoning Map as adopted and amended and attached as Section 5007. 
 
5002. Rules of Bicycling and Skateboarding. 

 
It shall be unlawful: 
 
(a) For any person to operate a skateboard within the restricted B1 area as  

shown on the Official City Zoning Map in Section 5007. 
 
(b) For any person to operate a bicycle upon a sidewalk within the restricted  

B1 area as shown on the Official City Zoning Map in Section 5007. 
 
(c) For any person to operate a bicycle on any sidewalk or roadway within the City of 

St. Albans during the period from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour 
before sunrise unless said bicycle shall be equipped with a lamp on the front 
exhibiting a white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet and with a red 
reflector on the rear. 

 
(d) For any person to use a bicycle or skateboard to carry more persons at any one 

time than the number for which it is designed and equipped. 
 

(e) For any person to operate a bicycle or skateboard within Taylor Park, Barlow 
Street Community Center Park, Houghton Park and any public parking lot. 
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(f) To operate a bicycle or skateboard while the same is attached to another vehicle 
being operated on the highway, or to hold on to such other vehicle while 
operating a bicycle or skateboard. 

5002.  Rules of Bicycling and Skateboarding (Continued): 
 

(g) To operate a bicycle or skateboard while the same is attached to another vehicle 
being operated on the highway, or to hold on to such other vehicle while 
operating a bicycle or skateboard. 

 
(h) To ride bicycles or skateboards more than two abreast on any roadway. 

 
(i) To ride bicycles or skateboards right or left upon the highway without first  

extending a hand in the direction of such turn, or to stop the same upon the 
highway, without first signaling such stop by extending a hand downward.  

 
(j) To ride a bicycle or skateboard in violation of any of the traffic ordinances  

and regulations of the City of St. Albans. 
 
5003. Parental Responsibility. 
 

The parents of a child under 16 years of age and the guardian of a ward under 16, 
shall not permit any such child or ward to violate any of the provisions of this chapter. 
 
5004. Penalty. 
 

Any person violating any provision of this chapter shall be fined as outlined in  
Section 5005 of this chapter.  Any violation of Section 5002 shall result in confiscation of the 
bicycle or skateboard as evidence of the offense which shall remain in police custody until 
disposal of the case. 
 
5005. Violation Tickets. 
 

For the convenience of the public and economy in enforcement, police officers are  
hereby authorized to issue tickets to persons violating this ordinance, which may be settled in 
full by the payment to the City Treasurer of $25.00 for the first offense and $50.00 for any 
subsequent offenses.  The form of the ticket shall be approved by the City Manager.  Should a 
person violating this ordinance fail to pay such ticket within 7 days of the issue, a complaint may 
be filed and prosecution commenced in District Court. 
 
5006. Severability. 
 

If any provision of this chapter or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is  
held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or application of the chapter which 
can be given effect without the invalid provision or application and to this end the provisions of 
this chapter are declared to be severable. 
 
5007. Map – Restricted Area. 
 

The restricted area shall be the business area shown as B-1 on the Official City  
Zoning Map as amended and attached.          
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CHAPTER 3 

 
PARKING OF VEHICLES ON PRIVATE PREMISES 

 
 

SECTION 
 
 
5051. Parking on premises of another. 
5052. Evidence. 

 
 
5051.   Parking on premises of another 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to park, leave, or cause to be parked or left 
any motor vehicle upon the premises of another without express permission from the 
person or persons legally entitled to give such permission. 
 
 
5052. Evidence 
 

The presence of an unattended motor vehicle upon premises not owned or  
controlled by the registered owner of such vehicle shall be prima facie proof that  
the same was parked or left thereon by the registered owner. 
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CHAPTER 5 
 

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 
 
Subchapter 1.  General Provisions 
 
SECTION 

5101.   Definitions. 
5102.   Police Department powers. 
5103.   Authorized emergency vehicles, application to. 
5104.   Penalty. 
5105.   Waiver Schedule of Fines. 

 
Subchapter 2.  Operation of Vehicles 

 
5150.   Immoderate Driving. 
5151.   Right side; speed. 
5152.   Approaching fire apparatus, duties of drivers of vehicles and animals. 
5153.   Driving over hose or other apparatus. 
5154.   Passing. 
5155.   Turn, start or stop. 
5156.   Approaching intersecting streets. 
5157.   Stopping close to curb. 
5158.   Stopping, standing or parking, where prohibited. 
5159.   Right of way at intersection. 
5160.   Pedestrians. 
5161.   Vehicles Operating or Standing on Sidewalks and Greenbelts. 
5162.   Selling or renting vehicle in street; advertising. 
5163.   Accident report. 
5164.   Compliance with directions, signs or signals. 
5165.   Stop signs. 
5165-A    4-Way Stop Signs 
5165-B    3-Way Stop Signs 
5166.   “U” Turns. 
5167.   Vehicle passing another vehicle. 
5168.   Delivery trucks. 
5169.             Trucks Prohibited 
5170.             Bike Lanes 

 
Subchapter 3.  Traffic Light and Signs 

 
5201.   Traffic control signals; meaning. 
5202.   Traffic light locations. 
5203.   Yield right of way signs. 
5204.   No right turn on red. 
5205.   Left turning lane. 
5206.   No left turns. 

 
Subchapter 4.  One-Way Traffic; Left Turns 

 
5251.   One-way streets. 
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5252.   Passing on one-way streets; marked lanes. 
 
Subchapter 5.  Parking 

 
5301.   City Manager powers and duties; signs; using spaces. 
5302.   Unlawful parking as public nuisance; towing. 
5303.   Record of removed vehicle. 
5304.   Reclaiming of vehicle. 
5305.   Charges. 
5306.   Lien; foreclosure. 
5307.   Charges not a fine, penalty or forfeiture. 
5308.   No-parking areas. 
5309.   Commercial vehicles loading areas. 
5310.   Sunday restrictions. 
5311.   Winter parking. 
5312.   Bus stops. 
5313.   Police parking. 
5314.   Tourist information parking. 
5315.   Street Department work. 
5316.   Parking restrictions – trucks. 
5317.   Parking restrictions – parades. 
5318.   General prohibition; evidence. 
5319.   Parking time limited on certain streets. 
5320.             Parking Violation Schedule of Fines 

 
Subchapter 6.  Timed Parking Zones 

 
5351.   Designation of zones. 
5352.   Time periods; limitations on time. 
5353.   Bus stops. 
5354.   Taxi stands. 
5355.   Parades. 
5356.   Separability 

 
Subchapter 7.  Parking Lot Regulations 

 
5401.   Parking lots. 
5402.   Installation and operation of Parking Lots. 
5403.   Rates. 
5404.   Improper Parking; Exceeding Time; Failure to Deposit Coin. 
5405.   Slugs, Devices; Tampering. 
5406.   Effectiveness. 

 
Subchapter 8.  Scofflaw Ordinance 

5501.   Establishment and Maintenance of Scofflaw list. 
5502.   Removal and Storage of Vehicles. 
5503.   Notification to Owner/Holder of Security Interest. 
5504.   Storage of Vehicles. 
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Subchapter 1.  General Provisions 
 
 

SECTION 
 
5101. Definitions 
 

Whenever in this chapter the following terms are used, they shall have the  
meanings respectively given in this section. 
 
AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES.   Vehicles of the fire and police departments, 
ambulances, emergency vehicles of Federal, State and Municipal departments and public 
service corporations when the latter are responding to an emergency in relation to the police or 
fire or public works department. 
 
COMPACT CAR.  Any motor vehicle measuring 175 inches or less in total length, with said 
measurement including anything attached to the front or rear of the vehicle.   (Add. 03-13-2017) 
 
CROSSWALK.  That portion of the roadway ordinarily included within the prolongation of curb 
and property lines at street intersections, or that portion of a roadway clearly indicated for 
pedestrian crossing by lines marked on the surface. 
 
GREENBELT.  That portion of a street in the City’s right-of-way between the edge of the 
roadway or curb and the sidewalk or the street right-of-way boundary, such portion normally 
consisting of a grassed area, trees, or other similar uses.  For the purposes of these regulations, 
medians, typically grassed, that are bordered on either side by roadway or curb are also 
considered greenbelts.  (Added 08-08-2016) 
 
INTERSECTION.  The area embraced within the prolongation of the lateral boundary lines of 
two or more streets which join one another at an angle, whether or not one such street, crosses 
the other. 
 
MOTOR VEHICLES.  Every vehicle as herein defined, which is self-propelled. 
 
OFFICIAL TRAFFIC SIGNS.  All signs, signals and markings placed or erected by authority of 
the city council, or the Chief of Police for the purpose of regulating or directing traffic or parking 
of vehicles. 
 
OPERATOR OR DRIVER.  Any person who is in actual physical control of a vehicle. 
 
PARKING.  The stopping or standing of vehicles on a roadway, whether occupied or 
unoccupied, attended or unattended, otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while 
actually engaged in loading or unloading passengers or goods, or in obedience to police officer 
or traffic regulations, signs or signals, or while making emergency repairs or if disabled, while 
arrangements are being made to move such vehicle. 
 
PEDESTRIAN.  Any person on foot. 
 
ROADWAY.  That portion of a street between regularly established curb lines, or that part 
devoted to vehicular traffic. 
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SIDEWALK.  That portion of a street in the City’s right-of-way between the edge of roadway or 
curb and the street right-of-way boundary that is established with concrete, asphalt, masonry, 
gravel or some other surface for the purpose of pedestrian use and other uses, such as 
bicycling, where not prohibited.  Also, a portion of the side of a roadway that has been painted 
with lines or hatching for the purposes of acting as a walkway shall be considered a sidewalk 
under this ordinance.   (Ch. 08-08-2016) 
 
STREETS.  The entire width between property lines of every way used for vehicular and 
pedestrian travel which has become public by authority of the law, and such ways in public 
places other than highways as the public is permitted to use for vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
 
VEHICLE.  Any contrivance on wheels or runners used in the roadways of public streets for 
carrying persons or things. 
 
 Cross references.  Covering of vehicles carrying rubbish or waste,  
 see section 2907.  Hitchhiking, see section 3557. 
 
5101. Police Department Powers 
 

The Police Department shall have authority to manage vehicular traffic on all  
public streets.  In case of emergency, police officers in regulating traffic may depart temporarily 
as far as may be necessary from the traffic regulations of this chapter. 
 
 Cross references.  Enabling Act 255 of 1947  
 authorizes creation of police court. 
 
5102. Authorized Emergency vehicles; application to 
 

The provisions of this chapter governing the movement, parking and standing of 
vehicles, shall not apply to authorized emergency vehicles while the drivers of such vehicles are 
operating the same in an emergency in the necessary performance of duty.  Said vehicles shall 
have the right of way in any street and through any procession when operated in such 
emergency, but shall approach all official traffic signs with due care. 
 
5103. Penalty 
 

(a) A person who violates sections 5150(c) or (d) of this chapter shall be fined not 
more than $500 or imprisoned not to exceed six months or both. 

 
(b) A person who violates sections 5150(a) or (b) of this chapter shall be fined  

not more than $300 or imprisoned not to exceed 90 days or both. 
 

(c) A person who violates sections 5151 (first sentence), 5152, 5153, 5163, 
5164, 5165, 5167 5201 or 5204 shall be fined not more than $100 or imprisoned 
not to exceed 30 days or both. 

 
 (d)   A person who violates the rate of speed provisions of section 5151 of this  

chapter shall be fined $25 and $5.00 per mile per hour he or she exceeds the 
applicable rate of speed provision, but not more than $300 in total. 

 
(e)    A person who violates any other provision of this chapter, in addition to any fine  
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or imprisonment hereinabove provided, may be fined such sum as may be  
required to restore the official traffic sign to its original location and condition. 

(Ch 09-25-1986) 
 

5104. Waiver Schedule of Fines 
 

(a) A person who is charged with committing a violation of offenses set forth in 
Subchapters 2, 3, and 4 of this Chapter may waive appearance and trial and 
plead guilty or nolo contendere by a signed statement.  The person shall submit 
a fine in an amount as established under subsection (b) of this section with the 
signed statement.  The court shall accept the signed statement accompanied by 
the fine assessed as a plea of guilty or nolo contendere as indicated on the 
signed statement and shall proceed accordingly. 

 
(b) When a person waives appearance and trial and pleads guilty or nolo 

contendere by a signed statement in accordance with subsection 9 (a) of this 
section, a fine shall be imposed in accordance with the following schedule: 

 
Section  Name of Offense      Fine 
 
5150  (a) Immoderate driving – 20 mph over speed limit per mile 

per hour in excess of speed limit (but not exceeding $200)  $  5 
5150 (b) Immoderate Driving – Unsafe Driving    $200 
5150 (c) Immoderate Driving – Reckless driving    $400 
5150 (d)  (1)  Immoderate Driving-Excess Alcohol  
  Alcohol plus $50 per 0.01% by weight of alcohol 
  in excess of 0.10%       $250 
5150 (e) (2) Immoderate Driving – Under the Influence    $250 
5151   Right Side (non-speeding provisions)   $  50 
   Speed        $  10 
    Plus $3 per mile per hour in excess of 
    Speed Limit (but not exceeding - $200) 
5152   Approaching Fire Apparatus     $   50 
5153   Driving Over Hose      $   50 
5154   Passing       $   30 
5155   Turn, Start or Stop      $   30 
5156   Approaching Intersecting Streets    $   30 
5159   Right of Way at Intersection     $   30 
5160   Pedestrians       $   15 
5161   Vehicles Operating or Standing on Sidewalks 

and Greenbelts      $   30 
5162   Selling or Renting Vehicle in Street    $   30 
5163   Accident Report      $   50 
5164   Compliance with Directions, Signs or Signals  $   50 
5165   Stop Signs       $   50 
5166   “U” Turns       $   30 
5167   Vehicle Passing Another Vehicle    $   50 
5201   Traffic Control Signals     $   50 
5203   Yield Right of Way Signs     $   30 
5204   No turn on red (Ch 1-25-06)     $   30 
5205   Left turning lane      $   30 
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5206   Left Turns       $   30 
5251   One-Way Streets      $   30 
5252   Passing on One-Way Streets     $   30 
 (Ch. 08-08-2016) 
          

(c) Any law enforcement officer who issues a traffic ticket or summons for a violation 
of an offense to which subsection (b) of this section is applicable shall advise the 
alleged violator of the schedule of fines set forth in said subsection (b) and shall 
show him or her a copy thereof. 

 
(Ch. 09-25-1986) 
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Subchapter 2.  Operation of Vehicles 
SECTION 
 
5150. Immoderate Driving 
 

No motor vehicle shall be operated or driven upon any of the streets of the city at  
any time in an immoderate manner.  Operating or driving in an immoderate manner shall include 
with limitation: 
 

(a) operating or driving in excess of 20 miles per hour over the applicable rate of 
speed set forth in section 5151 of this chapter.   A person may not be charged 
with violations of both section 5151, section 5150 (a) of this chapter arising out of 
the same incident; 

   
(b) operating or driving in a manner endangering or jeopardizing the safety,  

life or property of a person; 
 

(c) operating or driving in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or 
property; and 

 
(d) operating or driving when the operator or driver: 

 
(1)   has 0.10 percent or more by weight of alcohol in his or her blood,   

as shown by chemical analysis of his or her breath or blood; or 
 

(2)   is under the influence of intoxicating liquor, any other drug, or both,  
such that he or she is incapable of driving in a moderate or safe manner. 

(Ch 09-25-1986) 
 
5151. Right Side; Speed 
 

(a) Vehicles shall keep in the right and near the right-hand curb, except as provided 
in Section 5252.  No motor vehicle shall be operated or driven upon any of the 
streets of the city at any time at a rate of speed greater than 25 miles per hour, 
and suitable signs stating this speed limit shall be conspicuously posted at the 
city line on all public highways that enter the city.  

 
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, no person shall 

operate a vehicle at a rate of speed greater than 35 miles per hour upon the 
following streets: 

 
(1) North Main Street from the city limits to Newton Street. 

 (2) South Main Street from the city limits to Diamond Street. 
 

(c) The Chief of Police has the authority to post a special lower rate of speed on any 
street, at any time, if in his opinion the safety of the public justifies the lower rate 
of speed. 

 
   Cross references.  Local speed regulation, see 23 V. S. A. Section 

1142. Municipal traffic regulation, see V. S. A. Sections 1008, 
1009.  Rules of road, see 23 V. S. A. Section 1031, et seq. 
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5152.   Approaching Fire Apparatus, Duties of Drivers of Vehicles and Animals. 
 

In case of an alarm of fire, it shall be the duty of the owners or drivers of animals  
and vehicles in any street in which the fire department apparatus is approaching to move such 
animal or vehicle to the right of the center of the street without delay and stop, so as to give 
such fire apparatus free and unobstructed passage to the fire. 
 
 Cross references.  Interfering with fire apparatus, see 23 V. S. A.  
 Section 1093.  Right of way, see 23 V.S.A. Section 1033. 
 
5153. Driving over hose or other apparatus 
 

No person shall, without permission from the Chief or an assistant engineer, drive  
or ride any animal or vehicle over or upon any hose or other apparatus in use or laid by the 
department. 

 
Cross references,  Fire hose, driving vehicle over, see 

 V. S. A. Section 1094 – 1095. 
 
5154. Passing 
 

A vehicle overtaking another shall pass on the left side of the overtaken vehicle and 
shall not pull over to the right until entirely clear of it, except as provided in Section 5252  
and 5167. 

 
5155. Turn, Start or Stop 
 

The driver or person operating any vehicle, before turning the corner of any street,  
or turning out, or starting from, or stopping at the curb line of any street, shall first see that there 
is sufficient space free from other vehicles so that each turn, stop, or start may be safely made, 
and shall then give such signal as is required by the regulations of the State Motor Vehicle 
Department.  

 
5156. Approaching intersecting streets 
 

A vehicle turning to the right into another street shall turn the corner as near to the  
right-hand curb as practicable and shall keep to the right of traffic posts known as silent 
policemen and shall slow down when approaching the same.  A vehicle turning to the left into 
another street shall pass to the right of and beyond the center of the street intersection before 
turning, except where official traffic signs or pavement markings direct otherwise and shall keep 
to the right of traffic posts known as silent policemen and shall allow slow down when 
approaching the same. 
 
 Cross references.  Turning right or left, see 23 V. S. A.  Section 1034. 
 
5157. Stopping close to Curb 
 

(a) Every vehicle legally stopped or parked upon a two-way roadway shall be 
stopped or parked with the right-hand wheel parallel to and within twelve inches 
of the right-hand curb or if there is no curb, within twelve inches of the edge of 
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the roadway.  A vehicle’s wheels may rest against a curb, however no vehicle 
shall be parked with any of its wheels placed on top of the curb.   

 
(b)   Every vehicle legally stopped or parked upon a one-way roadway shall be so   

stopped or parked parallel to and within twelve inches of the curb or if there is no 
curb, within twelve inches of the edge of the roadway, in the direction of 
authorized traffic movement.  A vehicle’s wheels may rest against a curb, 
however no vehicle shall be parked with any of its wheels placed on top of the 
curb. 
 
(Added 06-29-1991, Ch. 08-08-2016) 

 
5158. Stopping, Standing or Parking, where prohibited. 
 
A.  No operator or driver of any vehicle shall stop, stand, or park the same in any of the 

following places, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in 
compliance with the direction of a police officer or official traffic sign:  (1)  Within an 
intersection, including areas indicated by hatched lines in the street or by signs that say 
“Do not block,” (2) on a crosswalk, (3) within 15 feet of a fire hydrant, (4) in front of a 
private driveway, (5) on a bridge, viaduct or approach thereto, (6) with any portion of the 
vehicle obstructing any portion of any sidewalk as herein defined, (7) abreast of another 
vehicle in any street, (8) fire lanes as designated by the Chief of the Fire Department 
and posted by the owners, (9) on a bike lane.   (Add. 02-15-1977, Ch. 03-14-2016, Ch. 
08-08-2016). 

 
B.  No operator or driver shall stop or park any portion of a vehicle on the greenbelt, unless 

written permission is obtained from the City Manager or his/her designee due to a 
temporary need, such as construction.   As part of that permission, the City may require 
that the applicant restore or improve that portion of greenbelt within a certain amount of 
time.  If the applicant does not complete the restoration within the time allotted, the City 
may do so at the applicant’s expense.  Notwithstanding the above, temporary parking in 
the greenbelt, such as for loading or unloading a vehicle, provided that such parking 
does not cause damage to the greenbelt, shall be permitted.   (Added 08-08-2016) 

 
5159. Right of way at Intersection 
 

Every driver of a motor vehicle or other vehicle, approaching an intersection, shall  
grant the right of way at the point of intersection to vehicles approaching from his right, providing 
that such vehicles are arriving at the point of intersection at approximately the same time, 
except that whenever traffic officers are standing at such intersection, they shall have the right 
to regulate traffic thereat. 
         
5160. Pedestrians 
 

Pedestrians on sidewalks must not obstruct a crossing or an entrance to a  
building. 
 

(Ch.  09-25-1986) 
 
5161. Vehicles Operating or Standing on Sidewalks and Greenbelts 
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No horse, beast of burden, motorized vehicle, or trailer, except for children’s toys and 
lawn mowers, shall be driven, backed, led, or allowed to stand on any sidewalk or 
greenbelt, except that wares or merchandise in process of loading or unloading may be 
transferred from trucks or other vehicles over the sidewalk by use of skids or other 
means, provided that a passage way is kept open for the free passage of pedestrians.  
Nothing contained in this section shall prevent the riding or driving of horses, beasts of 
burden, vehicles, or trailers from private property directly across the sidewalks of any 
street to the roadway, or from the roadway back to such private property. 
(Ch. 08-08-2016) 

 
5162. Selling or Renting Vehicle in Street; Advertising 
 

No person shall put, place, or park any vehicle on any public street for the  
purpose of selling or renting the same or for the purpose of displaying or advertising the same 
for sale or rent. 
 
5163. Accident report. 
 

The operator of a motor vehicle who has caused or is involved in an accident 
 which any person is injured or said motor vehicle or any other property is damaged to the 
extent of $500 or more and the driver of any other vehicle who has caused or is involved in an 
accident with a motor vehicle in which any person is injured or property is damaged to the 
extent of $500 or more shall immediately after such accident notify the police department, of the 
same and the place thereof, and the police department, upon receiving such notice, shall send 
forthwith a police officer to the scene of the accident to secure and report, for the use of the 
police department, all material information in regard to the cause of the accident and no such 
operator, driver, or any other person, shall challenge or alter the position or location occupied by 
such motor vehicle or other vehicle immediately after the accident, until such police officer 
arrives on the scene of the accident and has had full opportunity to make such inspection, 
examination, and inquiries as he deems necessary in regard to the position and location of such 
motor vehicle or other vehicles, and permits the removal of the same, provided, however, that 
any person may, before the arrival of a police officer and without his consent, alter or change 
the position of such motor vehicle or other vehicle only so far as may be required to remove a 
person injured in such accident and to render such person necessary assistance or to remove 
the body of any person killed in such accident. 
(Ch 9-25-86) 
 Cross references.  Statutory provisions, see 23 V.S.A. Section 1005. 
 
5164. Compliance with Directions, Signs or Signals 
 

Pedestrians and drivers of vehicles shall at all times comply with any direction 
voice, hand, or sign of any member of the police department as to stopping, starting, 
approaching, or departing from any place and the manner of taking up or setting down 
passengers or loading or unloading goods in any place, and shall comply with the instructions 
and directions of all official traffic signs, unless directed otherwise by a member of the police 
department.  It shall be unlawful for an operator, driver, or pedestrian to disobey the instructions 
of any official traffic sign, unless otherwise directed by a police officer. 
 
5165.  Stop Signs 
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    The following streets, avenues and roads shall have erected thereon stop signs so as to 
control the traffic as stated below.  All vehicles, motorcycles and other forms of common 
conveyance shall be caused to come to a full stop by the operators thereof in obedience to the 
traffic-control signs.  Such vehicles shall not proceed from the stop position until the road onto 
which it is proceeding is clear. 
Single Stop Signs: 
 

1. Adams Street at Lake Street 
2. Aldis Street, traveling east, at entrance to Elementary School Parking Lot  
3. Aldis Street, traveling east, at City Pool entrance 
4. Aldis Street at Federal Street 
5. Allen Street at Stebbins Street 
6. Allen Street at Lower Welden Street 
7. Bank Street at North Main Street 
8. Barlow Street at Fairfield Street 
9. Barlow Street at Diamond Street 
10. Bellows Street at North Elm Street  
11. Berkley Terrace at Fairfield Street 
12. Beverly Court at Barlow Street 
13. Best Court at North Main Street 
14. Bishop Street at Church Street 
15. Bishop Street at Lincoln Avenue 
16. Borley Street at Messenger Street 
17. Brainerd Street at North Main Street 
18. Brown Avenue at Fairfield Street 
19. Burnell Terrace at Upper Welden Street 
20. Calo Court at Thorpe Avenue 
21. Calvary Street at North Elm Street 
22. [Repealed 01-09-2017] 
23. Catherine Street at Stebbins Street  
24. Cedar Street at Pearl Street 
25. Cedar Street at Lake Street 
26. Center Street at Federal Street 
27. Church Street at Bank Street 
28. Church Street at Fairfield Street 
29. Congress Street at North Main Street 
30. Crest Road at Fairfield Street 
31. Deal Street at Federal Street 
32. Diamond Street at South Main Street 
33. Diamond Street at Burnell Terrace 
34. Donnelly Court at Messenger Street 
35. Driscoll Drive at Smith Street 
36. [Repealed 05-08-2023] 
37. Edward Street at Lake Street 
38. Fairfax Street at South Main Street 
39. Farrar Street at North Main Street 
40. [Repealed 01-09-2017] 
41. [Repealed 10-10-2022] 
42. School Street at South Main Street   (Ch. 03-10-2025) 
43. Ferris Street at Barlow Street 
44. Finn Avenue at Lower Newton Street 
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45. Finn Avenue at Calvary Street 
46. Freeborn Street at South Main Street 
47. Upper Gilman Street at South Main Street 
48. Lower Gilman Street at South Main Street 
49. Guyette Circle at Edward Street 
50. High Street at Lakeview Terrace, traveling north & south 
51. High Street at Farrar Street, traveling north & south (Added 03-09-15) 
52. High Street at Upper Newton Street, traveling north & south (Added 03-09-15) 
53. High Street at Rublee Street, traveling north & south  
54. High Street at Bishop Street, traveling north & south 
55. High Street at Fairfield Street 
56. Hodges Court at Burnell Terrace 
57. Houghton Street at Lake Street 
58. Houghton Street at Lower Welden Street 
59. Hoyt Street at North Main Street 
60. Hudson Street at Federal Street 
61. Hunt Street at Lake Street 
62. Huntington Street at Lake Street 
63. Hospital Drive at Fairfield Street 
64. Isham Avenue at High Street 
65. Kingman Street at North Main Street 
66. Kingman Street at Federal Street 
67. Lakeview Terrace at North Main Street 
68. LaSalle Street at North Elm Street 
69. LaSalle Street at Pine Street 
70. Lemnah Drive at Lower Welden Street 
71. Lemnah Drive at Nason Street 
72. Lincoln Avenue at Congress Street 
73. Lincoln Avenue at Bank Street, traveling north & south 
74. Lincoln Avenue at Bishop Street, traveling north 
75. Lincoln Avenue at Fairfield Street, traveling north 
76. [Repealed 03-10-2025] 
77. Lincoln Avenue at Diamond Street, traveling north & south 
78. [Repealed 05-08-2023] 
79. Locke Terrace at South Main Street 
80. Lower Welden Street at Russell Street, traveling west 
81. Maiden Lane at Congress Street  (Ch. 11-09-2015) 
82. Maple Street at Pearl Street 
83. Maple Street at Lake Street 
84. Messenger Street at Lakeview Terrace 
85. Messenger Street at Congress Street 
86. Murray Drive at Lake Street 
87. Nason Street at South Main Street 
88. New Street at South Main Street 
89. North Elm Street at Lower Newton Street 
90. North Elm Street at Railroad Crossing, traveling north & south 
91. North Elm Street at Lake Street 
92. Oak Street at Pearl Street 
93. Oak Street at LaSalle 
94. Orchard Street at South Main Street 
95. Parsons Avenue at South Main Street 
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96. Pine Street at Lake Street 
96. Prospect Street at Congress Street 

      97. Quarry Court at High Street 
      98. Quintin Court at Beverly Court 
      99. Rublee Street at Messenger Street 
    100.Rugg Street at Lincoln Avenue 
    101.Rugg Street at Barlow Street 
    102.Russell Street at Lake Street 
    103.Savage Street at Aldis Street 
    104.Sawyer Street at Stowell Street 
    105.Sawyer Street at Lower Welden Street 
    106.Sheldon Road (Rte. 105) at North Main Street 
    107.Smith Street at Congress Street 
    108.Smith Street at Bank Street, traveling north & south 
    109.Smith Street at Bishop Street, traveling north & south 
    110.Smith Street at Fairfield Street 
    111.South Elm Street at Lake Street 
    112.Spruce Street at LaSalle Street 
    113.Spruce Street at Lake Street 
    114.Stanley Court, Upper & Lower, at Messenger Street 
    115.Stebbins Street at South Main Street 
    116.Stevens Avenue at Congress Street 
    117.Stevens Avenue at Bank Street 
    118.Stowell Street at South Main Street 
    119.Stowell Street at Allen Street 
    120.Sunset Meadows at Lower Newton Street 
    121.Walnut Street at Lake Street 
    122.Ward Terrace at Smith Street (Ch 10-26-2005) 
(Ch. 03-09-2015) 
 
 
5165-A.  4-Way Stop Signs 

1. Aldis Street and North Elm Street intersection 
2. Bank Street and High Street intersection 
3. Barlow Street and Upper Welden Street intersection 
4. Brainerd Street and Messenger Street intersection 
5. Brainerd Street and High Street intersection 
6. Congress Street and High Street intersection 
7. Farrar Street and High Street 
8. Farrar Street and Messenger Street 
9. LaSalle Street and Maple Street intersection 
10. Lincoln Avenue and Upper Welden Street intersection 
11. Lower Welden Street & South Elm Street intersection (entrance to housing complex) 
12. Bishop Street and High Street intersection (09-29-2007) 
13. Lincoln Avenue and Ferris Street (09-29-2007) 
14. Lower Welden Street and Edward Street intersection 
15. North Elm Street and Pearl Street intersection 
16. Pearl Street and Walnut Street intersection 
17. Upper Newton Street and High Street 
18. Upper Newton Street and Messenger Street 
19. Lake Street, Federal Street and Catherine Street  (Added 01-09-2017) 
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20. Federal Street, Lower Newton Street, and the access drive to 21 Lower Newton Street  
(Added 10-10-2022) 

21. Lincoln Avenue, Ewell Court and Upper Gilman Street (Added 05-08-2023) 
 

(Ch. 03-09-2015) 
 

5165-B 3-Way Stop Signs 
 
  1. Edward Street, Bowles Lane and Guyette Circle intersection 
    2. Upper Welden Street, traveling east & west and Thorpe Avenue intersection 

 3. Smith Street, traveling north & south and Forest Hill Drive (Ch 10-26-05) 
       4. Bishop Street, traveling east and west, and Brown Avenue (Added 03-09-15) 
 
5166. “U” Turns 
 

No person while operating a motor vehicle upon a public highway within the City of  
St. Albans shall make a “U’ turn so-called by crossing the center line of the highway and going 
in the opposite direction from the direction he or she was first proceeding. 
(Ch 9-25-86) 
 
5167. Vehicle passing another vehicle  
 

No vehicle shall pass another vehicle on the following streets: 
 
North Main Street from Lake Street to the City Limits 
South Main Street from Lake Street to Diamond Street 
Lake Street from Main Street to the City Limits 
Fairfield Street from Main Street to the City Limits 
 
This limitation shall not apply to vehicles when operated with due regard for safety 

under the direction of law enforcement officers in the performance of their duties, nor to fire 
department vehicles when traveling in response to an alarm, nor to public or private ambulances 
when traveling in emergencies. 
 
5168. Delivery Trucks 
 

No person shall operate a truck in the Timed Parking Area on the following streets  
in the City for the purpose of loading or unloading, having an over-all length of more than 22 
feet, between the hours of eleven o’clock in the morning and six o’clock in the evening, unless 
written permission is previously obtained from the Chief of Police for each operation, and no so-
called blanket permit shall be issued hereunder: 
 

(A) North and South Main Street, except Commercial Vehicle Loading Areas as 
designated under Section 5309.  (Added 05-15-1967, Ch, 08-26-2003, Ch. 04-
14-2014) 

 
5169. Trucks Prohibited 

 
Trucks larger than 22 feet shall be prohibited on the following streets at all times unless 
making local deliveries within the prohibited zone: 
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(A) Forest Hill Drive beyond the driveway at #5 – 9 Forest Hill Drive 
 
(Added 08-26-2003)  

 
5170. Bike Lanes 

 
No motorized vehicle shall drive on a bike lane except under the direction of a public safety 
officer or certified traffic control officer or in order to cross the lane to enter a driveway, curb cut, 
or intersecting street.  (Added 03-14-2016) 
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Subchapter 3.  Traffic Lights and Signs 
 
 

SECTION 
 
5201. Traffic Control Signals; Meaning 
 
Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic-control signals exhibiting different colored lights, or 
colored lighted arrows, successively one at a time or in combination, only the colors green, red, 
and yellow may be used, except for special pedestrian signals carrying a word legend, and the 
signals shall indicate and apply to drivers and pedestrians as follows: 
 

(1) Green signal. 
 

(A) Vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal may proceed straight 
through or turn right or left unless a sign prohibits either turn. Vehicular 
traffic, including vehicles turning right or left, shall yield the right of way to 
other vehicles or to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or on an 
adjacent crosswalk at the time the signal is exhibited. 

 
(B) Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal, shown alone or in 

combination with another signal, may cautiously enter the intersection 
only to make the movement indicated by the arrow, or such other 
movement as is permitted by other signals shown at the same time. 
Vehicular traffic shall yield the right of way to pedestrians lawfully within 
an adjacent crosswalk or to other traffic lawfully using the intersection. 

 
(C) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal, pedestrians 

facing a green signal may proceed across the roadway within any marked 
or unmarked crosswalk, but not when the sole green signal is a turn 
arrow. 

 
(2) Steady yellow signal. 

 
(A) Vehicular traffic facing a steady yellow signal is thereby warned that the 

related green signal is being terminated or that a red signal will be 
exhibited immediately thereafter, when vehicular traffic shall not enter the 
intersection. 
 

(B) Pedestrians facing a steady yellow signal, unless otherwise directed by a 
pedestrian-control signal, are advised that there is insufficient time to 
cross the roadway before a red signal is shown, and no pedestrian shall 
then start to cross the roadway. 

 
(3) Steady red signal. 

 
(A) Vehicular traffic facing a steady circular red signal alone shall stop before 

entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, 
shall stop at a clearly marked stop line or stop before entering the 
intersection if there is no stop line. 
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(B) Except when a sign is in place prohibiting a turn, vehicular traffic facing 
any steady red signal may cautiously enter the intersection to turn right, 
or to turn left from a one-way street into a one-way street, after stopping. 
This traffic shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within an 
adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection. No 
motorist shall turn right when facing a red arrow signal indication unless a 
regulatory sign is present that permits this movement. 

 
(C) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal, pedestrians 

facing a steady red signal alone shall not enter the roadway. 
 

(4) Whenever an illuminated flashing red or yellow signal is used in a traffic sign or 
signal it shall require obedience by vehicular traffic as follows: 
 
(A) Flashing red (stop signal). When a red lens is illuminated with rapid 

intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop before entering the 
nearest crosswalk at an intersection or at a limit line when marked, or, if 
none, then before entering the intersection, and the right to proceed shall 
be subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign. 

 
(B) Flashing yellow (Caution signal). When a yellow lens is illuminated with 

rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed only with 
caution. 

 
(Ch. 03-10-2025) 

 
 Cross references.  Municipal traffic regulation, see 23 V. S. A. 
 Section 1008, 1009. 

 
5202. Traffic Light Locations 
 

(a) The stop and go traffic lights now or hereafter located and in operation at  
the following intersections shall be continued in use and operation: 
 
(1) Main Street and Fairfield Street 

 
(2) Main Street and Lake Street 

 
(3) Main Street and Upper and Lower Newton Streets  (Ch. 03-09-2015) 

 
(4) Main Street and St. Albans Shopping Center (located approximately at 

address of 149 North Main Street)  (Ch. 03-09-2015) 
 

(5) Main Street and Upper and Lower Welden Streets (Added 03-15-1994, 
Ch. 03-09-2015) 

 
(6) Federal Street and Lower Newton Street.  (Added 03-10-2025) 

 
(Ch. 01-09-2017) 
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5203. Yield Right of Way Signs 
 

(a) The police department shall place yield right of way signs in such locations, and 
shall make such changes in their location from time to time, as the City Manager 
shall direct. 

 
(b) All traffic facing such sign shall, notwithstanding any other provisions of  

this chapter, yield the right of way to intersecting or merging traffic. 
 
5204. No Turn on Red 
 

Notwithstanding the allowances of Section 5021 of these Ordinances, a right hand turn 
on a steady red signal will not be allowed at the following locations: 
 

a. From Lake Street onto South Main Street 
b. From Fairfield Street onto South Main Street 
 

(Ch 01-25-2006, 04-11-2022, 03-10-2025) 
 
5205. Left Turning Lane 
 

There is hereby created on North Main Street for southbound traffic on North  
Main Street, a left turn lane: 

 
(a) At the St. Albans Shopping Center 
 
(Added 05-08-1967, Ch 04-11-2022) 

 
5206. Left Turns 
 

There shall be no left turns: 
 
(a) [Repealed 03-10-2025] 

 
(b) For Eastbound traffic on Kingman Street into: 

 
(1) Main Street 

 
 
 

  



17 - 23 

 

Subchapter 4.  One-way Traffic; Left Turns 
 

SECTION 
 
5251. One-Way Streets 
 
 The following streets are hereby designated as one-way streets, and all traffic and travel 
thereon, except pedestrians, shall pass in the directions indicated, and not otherwise. 
 

(1) Lincoln Avenue, northerly from Fairfield Street to Bank Street; 
 

(2) Bishop Street, westerly from Lincoln Avenue to Church street; 
 

(3) Hoyt Street, easterly from Federal Street to Main Street; 
 

(4) Center Street, westerly from Main Street to Federal Street; 
 

(5) Hudson Street, westerly from Main Street to Federal Street; 
(Added 5-8-67) 
 

(6) Spruce Street, northerly from Lake Street to the intersection of Lasalle Street 
(Added 11-19-81). 

 
(7) Maiden Lane, northerly from Bank Street to Congress Street 

(Added 04-29-2003, Ch. 11-09-2015) 
 

(8) Market Street, southerly from Lake Street to the intersection of Stebbins and 
Allen Street. 
(Added 01-08-2018) 

 
 
5252.  Passing on One-Way streets; Marked Lanes 
 

On those streets of the city designated for one-way traffic, and on those streets 
of the city where, by appropriate pavement markings, more than one lane of traffic is designated 
for vehicles proceeding in the same direction, it shall be lawful to overtake and pass a vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction on either side thereof.  The operator of any vehicle upon any 
such street, shall, before turning his vehicle from one traffic lane into another traffic lane, 
indicate by hand signal or directional light his intention so to do.  Where traffic lanes are so 
marked as to indicate their use for right turn only, left turn only, through traffic only, or a 
combination of the same, no person shall operate a motor vehicle except in the direction 
indicated by such markings. 
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Subchapter 5.  Parking 
 

SECTION 
 
5301. City Manager Power and Duties; Signs; using spaces 
 

The City Manager shall conspicuously place suitable signs in and near the areas  
affected by the parking regulations of this chapter, plainly indicating such regulations, and may 
cause such signs to be painted on the surface of the street within said areas.  The City Manager 
may regulate the manner of parking any vehicle, in places where parking is permitted, by 
causing parking space for vehicles to be marked off or painted on the pavement of the street in 
the areas affected, and no person, in places where such spaces are marked off or painted for 
the parking of vehicles, shall park any vehicle otherwise than wholly within a space so marked 
off or painted. 
 
 Cross references.  Parking, places where prohibited, see Section 5158. 
 
5302. Unlawful Parking as Public Nuisance; Towing 
 

The parking of any vehicle within an intersection, on a crosswalk, within 15 feet of a fire  
hydrant, in front of a private driveway, on a bridge, viaduct or the approach thereto, on a 
sidewalk, within any area wherein parking is prohibited by section 5308 through 5313 or in 
violation of section 5162, is hereby declared to be a public nuisance, and the Chief of Police 
may remove any vehicle so parked, or cause it to be removed, at the sole expense of the owner 
of such vehicle, to any public garage or other place designated by him within the City of St. 
Albans, by towing or otherwise.  In the event of such removal, the provisions of sections 5303 – 
5307, inclusive, shall apply. 
 
 Cross references.  Parked vehicles, towing away, see 23 V.S.A. Section 1752. 
 
5303. Record of Removed Vehicle 
 

The Chief of Police and the owner of any public garage to which such vehicle is  
removed shall keep a record of each vehicle so removed by manufacturer’s trade name or 
make, registration number or motor number if the vehicle be not registered, registered owner if 
the vehicle bear Vermont registration, such other descriptive matter as may be necessary to 
identify such vehicle, and the name and address of any claimant thereof.  The Chief of Police 
shall, in addition, keep a record showing date of such removal, place to which such removal, is 
made and the reason for such removal.  All such records shall be open to public inspection at all 
times, and the Chief of Police shall publish in a newspaper of general circulation in the city the 
record of any vehicle which shall remain unclaimed for a period of 5 days. 
 
5304. Reclaiming of Vehicle 
 

Before the owner shall be permitted to reclaim a vehicle which has been removed  
pursuant to section 5302 he shall: 

 
(1) Furnish satisfactory evidence to the Chief of Police and to the owner or 

person in charge of such public garage of his identity and of his ownership of 
such vehicle. 
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(2) Pay to the police department all charges for removing said vehicle and all  
charges for the storing or parking thereof, and for publication of record of 
removal. 

 
(3) Sign a written receipt acknowledging delivery of said vehicle. 

 
5305. Charges 
 

No charges made or incurred hereunder shall be in excess of the rate ordinarily  
charged by the person making such removal or doing such storing or parking, and if such 
removal, storing or parking is done by the police department, such charges shall be in 
conformity with prevailing rates therefor in the city. 
 
5306. Lien; Foreclosure 
 

Any and all expenses incurred by the City, or any of the departments thereof, under and  
by virtue of sections 5302 – 5307, shall be and become a lien upon the motor vehicle removed 
as herein authorized, and such lien may be foreclosed in accordance with the procedure 
provided in section 2075 of Title 9, Vermont Statutes Annotated. 
 
5307. Charges Not a Fine, Penalty or Forfeiture 
 

No charges made or incurred hereunder shall be considered to be a fine, penalty  
or forfeiture.  The removal and storage or parking of any vehicle under sections 5302 – 5306 
shall not be a bar to the institution and prosecution of criminal proceedings against the owner or 
operator of such vehicle. 
 
5308. No Parking Areas 
 

No person shall park any vehicle, at any time: 
 
(a) On any street, within 20 feet of the curb line of another street; within 30 feet upon 

the approach to any flashing signal, stop sign, or traffic control light located at the 
side of a roadway; or within such other distance as the City Manager shall 
determine and cause to be indicated as provided in section 5301, such 
determination to be based, in each instance, upon existing traffic conditions and 
sight lines at street intersections.  (Ch. 03-14-2016) 

 
(b) In any space herein or hereafter specified by the City Council as reserved for a 

bus stop. 
 

(c) In any of the following areas: 
 

(1) On the southerly side of Bank Street between Church Street and Smith 
Street. 

(2) On the westerly side of Barlow Street. 
(3) On the southerly side of Bishop Street, except that on Sunday, parking is 

allowed between the hours of 8 AM to 12 AM (noon) from the westerly 
exit of the Episcopal Church (St. Luke’s) parking lot to the easterly side of 
the Church Street sidewalk.  (Ch. 3-29-88) 

(4) On the southerly side of Brainerd Street. 
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(5) On the westerly side of Catherine Street. 
(6) On the southerly side of Center Street. 
(7) On the southerly side of Congress Street. 
(8) On the southerly side of Diamond Street. 
(9) On the westerly side of Edward Street. 
(10) On either side of Fairfield Street between Lincoln Avenue and the City 

Limits to the east.  (Ch. 03-14-2016) 
(11) On the southerly side of Farrar Street. 
(12) On the westerly side of Federal Street between a point 50 feet north of 

Kingman Street and Lower Newton Street 
(13) On the southerly side of Ferris Street 
(14) On the northerly side of Ferris Street between Main Street and Lincoln 

Avenue. 
(15) On the westerly side of High Street. 
(16) On the northerly side of Hoyt Street 
(17)  On the northerly side or southerly side of Hudson Street. 
(18) On the southerly side of Lake Street between Catherine Street and  

Market Street. 
(19) On the westerly side of Lincoln Avenue. 
(20) On the northerly side of Locke Terrace. 
(21) On the northerly side of Lower Newton Street between Main Street and 

Federal Street. 
(22) On the northerly side of Lower Welden Street. 
(23) On the westerly side of North Elm Street. 
(24) On the easterly side of North Main Street between Hoyt Street and the  

City Limit on the north. 
(25) On the southerly side of Rugg Street. 
(26) On the westerly side of Smith Street. 
(27) On the westerly side of South Elm Street. 
(28) On the westerly side of South Main Street between Locke Terrace and  

north line of H. P. Hood & Sons. 
(29) On the westerly side of Spruce Street. 
(30) On the southerly side of Stebbins Street between the east line of W. G.  

Fonda Co. and South Main Street. 
(31) On the southerly side of Stowell Street. 
(32) On the southerly side of Upper Newton Street. 
(33) On the southerly side of Upper Welden Street. 
(34) On Hudson Street. (Ch 5-08-67) 
(35) On the easterly side of Church Street (eastside) “except 8 AM until 1:00  

PM” on Sundays.  (Ch 1-10-05) 
(36) On the westerly side of Church Street between the hours of 8:00 PM and  

6:00 AM daily (Ch 9-24-80) 
(37) On the northerly side of Bellows Street between North Elm Street and the  

easterly (Southeast corner) boundary of the City of St. Albans Elementary  
School property.  (Add 7-28-89) 

(38) On the northerly side of Calvary Court between North Elm Street and the  
entrance to Calvary Cemetery and the southerly side of Calvary Court  
between North Elm Street and the easterly boundary (northeast corner) of  
the City of St. Albans Elementary School property.  (Add 7-28-89)     

(39) On the easterly side of Pine Street between Lake Street and Pearl Street.  
(Add 9-17-89) 
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(40) On the westerly side of Pine Street from a point 135 feet north of the 
northerly edge of the Lake Street right-of-way to the intersection of Pine 
and Pearl Streets.  (Add 4-21-90) 

(41) On the southerly side of Aldis Street between North Elm Street and 
Stevens Brook.  (Add 6-5-90) 

(42) On the easterly and westerly sides of Sawyer Street, from Lower Welden 
Street to Stowell Street, between the hours of 7:00 AM and 3:00 PM 
Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  (Add 3-26-91) 

(43) On the easterly side of High Street between Brainerd Street north to City 
Limits.  (Add 6-29-91) 

(44) On the westerly side of North Main Street between Hoyt Street and the 
City Limits on the north.  (Add 11-5-91) 

(45) On the northerly side of Rugg Street between the hours of 8:00 AM and 
10:00 AM on Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.   (Add 1-28-92) 

(46) On the easterly side of Lincoln Avenue, between Fairfield & Diamond 
Streets, between the hours of 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM Monday through 
Friday, excluding holidays.  (Add 1-28-92) and (Ch 3-14-95) 

(47) On the south side of Rublee Street (Added 12-13-02) 
(48) On the easterly side of Messenger Street between Congress and 

Brainerd Streets. (Add 7-21-06) 
(49) On the northerly side of Ferris Street, between Lincoln Avenue and 

Barlow Street, between the hours of 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM Monday 
through Friday, excluding holidays. (Add 9-29-07) 

(50) On either side of South Main Street south of Nason Street.  (Added 03-
14-2016) 

(51) On either side of North Main Street north of Hoyt Street.  (Added 03-14-
2016) 

(52) On the southerly side of Lake Street west of Edward Street.  (Added 03-
14-2016, Ch. 10-09-2017) 

   
5309.  Commercial Vehicles Loading Area 
 

The Chief of Police may from time to time as is deemed necessary authorize the 
markings of loading zones within the parking meter area for the use of commercial vehicles 
carrying merchandise while loading and unloading such merchandise. 
 
5310. (Repealed 04-11-2022) 

 
5311. Winter Parking 
 

(a) No person shall, between the hours of 1 AM and 6 AM, including Sunday and 
legal holidays, during the period from December 1st of every year to March 15th of 
the following year, park any vehicle within the limits of any public street of the 
city, with the exception of Main Street, which hours shall be between 12:00 
Midnight and 6 AM.  (Ch 12-28-1970) 

 
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of the foregoing subsection, and notwithstanding 

the provisions of section 5158(6), it shall not be unlawful for any person to park a 
motor vehicle during the period from December 1 of any year to March 15 of the 
succeeding year in that portion of a public street lying between the curb line and 
the adjacent property line of premises owned or occupied by him in such a 
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manner as not to obstruct any paved sidewalk laid out for pedestrian traffic, and 
in such a manner as not to obstruct the snow removal from any public street, 
providing he has obtained temporary permit from the City Manager. 

 
(c) The use of public taxicab stands by taxicabs with drivers in attendance shall not 

be prohibited by subsection (a) of this section. 
 

(d) (Deleted 12-23-2003) 
 

5312. Bus Stops 
 

The following spaces are hereby designated as bus stops: 
 
(1) On the east side of Main Street, between the two Commercial driveways 

 leading to, Simpson Motors, Inc. 
(2) On the west side of Federal Street, in front of the railroad station. 

 
5313. (Repealed 04-11-2022) 

 
5314. Tourist Information Parking 
 

The following spaces are hereby designated as tourist information only parking: 
 
(1) Two spaces on the east side of North Main Street in front of George S. Wood, 

Inc. 
 

(2) Two spaces on the west side of North Main Street in front of 128 North Main 
Street (Ch 6-12-1966) 

 
5315. Street Department Work 
 

For the purpose of cleaning, clearing, oiling, repairing, or surfacing a street, the  
street department may close such street to the parking of vehicles by causing signs to be 
posted thereon, in conspicuous locations, indicating the prohibition of parking thereon.  Such 
prohibition shall be effective as of midnight, provided said signs are so posted not later than 
4:00 P.M. of the preceding day.  Such prohibition shall remain in effect until said signs are 
removed, and during the period when parking is so prohibited, no person shall park a motor 
vehicle on any such street. 
 
5316. Parking Restrictions – Trucks 
 

No person shall park a truck having an over-all length of more than twenty-two  
feet on Main Street between Stebbins and Hoyt Streets, Lake Street between Main and Elm 
Streets, Federal Street between Lake and Center Streets, nor on Kingman, Center, and 
Catherine Streets between the hours of 11:45 AM and 1:15 PM unless written permission is 
previously obtained from the Chief of Police for each such operation, and no so-called blanket 
permit shall be issued hereunder. 
 
5317. Parking Restrictions – Parades 
 

Nothing herein contained shall be interpreted to prevent the Chief of Police, and  
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his officers working under his direction, from clearing any needed streets within said parking 
meter zones of and from all vehicular traffic during, and preparatory to, parades. 

 
5318. General Prohibition; Evidence 
 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner of a motor vehicle to suffer, permit, or authorize 
the use of such motor vehicle in violation of any regulation governing the parking 
or leaving of such vehicle on any public street of the city or in or upon any other 
place within the city where the parking or leaving of such vehicle is governed by 
regulation. 

 
(b) The presence of any motor vehicle in or upon any public street of the city,  

or in or upon any other place within the city where the parking or leaving of the 
same is governed by regulation, in violation of any regulation governing the 
parking or leaving of such vehicle, shall be prima facie evidence that the person 
in whose name such vehicle is registered on the records of the commissioner of 
motor vehicles of the State of Vermont committed or authorized such violation. 

 
5319. Parking time limited on certain streets. 
 

No person shall park a vehicle upon any of the streets or parts thereof described in the 
following schedule, for longer than the time limit shown upon any of the following streets 
or parts of streets: 

 
Name of Street      Time Limit 
 
Hoyt Street       Monday – Friday 
        9:00 – 5:30 PM 
                Excluding Holidays 
(Ch 10-10-1977) 
 
 
5320. Parking Violation Schedule of Fines 
 
(a) A person who is charged with committing a parking violation shall submit a fine in the 

amount established under subsection (b) of this section. 
 
(b) Fines for parking violations will be as follows: 
 
AGAINST FLOW OF TRAFFIC    5157(a)  $25.00 
AGAINST FLOW OF TRAFFIC – 1 WAY STREET  5157(b)  $25.00 
BLOCKING STREET/ALLEY/DRIVEWAY   5158   $25.00 
BUS STOP       5308(b)  $25.00 
DOUBLE PARKING      5158   $25.00 
FIRE HYDRANT      5158   $25.00 
FIRE LANE       5158   $50.00 

(Ch. 02-23-2007) 
HANDICAPPED      5164   $50.00 
LOADING ZONE      5309   $25.00 
NO PARKING ZONE     5164; 5308; 5317  $25.00 
NO PERMIT      5352(b); 5404(2)  $25.00 
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NOT IN SPACE     5301; 5352(a);   $25.00 
OVER TIME – PARKING LOT   5401; 5403; 5404(2)          $15.00 
OVER TIME – STREET          5351; 5352  $15.00 
OVER TIME – HOYT STREET    5319   $15.00 
OWNER RESPONSIBLE FOR VEHICLE  5318 (a) (b)   $25.00 
PARALLEL PARKING ONLY     5301   $25.00 
PRIVATE PROPERTY     5051   $25.00 
TOO CLOSE TO CORNER     5308(a)  $25.00 
VEHICLE ON CROSSWALK     5158   $50.00 
VEHICLE OBSTRUCTING SIDEWALK     5158   $15.00 

(Ch. 08-08-2016) 
VEHICLE ON GREENBELT       5158   $15.00 
 (Added 08-08-2016) 
ANY OTHER VIOLATION OF SEC. 5158     5158   $30.00 
 (Ch. 08-08-2016) 
PARKED W/ WHEEL ON TOP OF CURB/ 
TOO FAR FROM CURB     5157   $15.00 
 (Ch. 08-08-2016) 
WINTER PARKING BAN            5311 (a)   $25.00 
COMPACT CAR ONLY            5321   $25.00 
 (Add. 03-13-2017) 
 
(Ch. 08-08-2016) 
 
(c) All violations will have a $2.00 administrative fee added if not paid, or contested, within 

7 days of issue. 
 
(d) Individuals who fail to pay their fines within 30 days will be subject to prosecution.  In 

such prosecutions, additional penalties of $50 for each offense may be assessed.  In 
addition, the vehicles of such individuals may be placed on the scofflaw list (Section 
5501). 

 
(Added 08-25-2006) 

 
5321. Parking for Compact Cars Only 
The following spaces are designated for compact cars only.  Vehicles larger than a compact car 
are prohibited from parking here: 
 

1. The on-street parking spaces on the east side of Federal Street between Kingman 
Street and Hampton Lane.  (Add. 03-13-2017; Ch. 09-13-2021) 
 
2. The on-street parking space on the westerly side of Main Street that is the first space 
in a southerly directly from the intersection with Hoyt Street.  (Add. 09-13-2021) 
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Subchapter 6.  Timed Parking Zones 
 

SECTION 
 
5351. Designation of Zones 
 

a. The following described streets and areas in the City of St. Albans are hereby 
designated and established as two-hour parking areas, except for any spaces 
otherwise designated under subsections 5351(b) and 5351(f): 
(Ch. 03-13-2017)  
 

 
(1) The east side of North Main Street from Fairfield Street north to Congress 

Street.   (Ch. 03-13-2017) 
 

(2) The west side of North and South Main Streets from the north side of 
Stebbins Street north to Hudson Street. (Ch. 05-14-2007, Ch. 03-13-
2017) 

 
(3) Kingman Street on the north and south sides between Federal Street and 

North Main Street. 
 

(4) Lake Street north and south sides between South Main Street and the 
intersection of North and South Elm Streets with said Lake Street. 

 
(5) The east and west sides of Federal Street between the north side of Lake 

Street and the south side of Center Street. 
 

(6) The east side of Catherine Street from the intersection of Lake Street 
south to the north driveway of the shopping plaza. 

 
(7) Stebbins Street north and south side from South Main Street to Allen 

Street.  (Ch 12-06-2005) 
 
(8) Bank Street on the north side between the intersection of North Main 

Street and Maiden Lane and on the south side of Bank Street between 
the intersection with North Main Street and the west side of Church 
Street. 

 
(9) Congress Street on the north side between North Main Street and the 

intersection of Messenger Street. 
 

(10) Center Street north side between Federal and North Main Street. 
(Ch 03-30-1993) 
 

(11) West side of Maiden Lane from Congress to Bank Street. 
(Added 01-05-1999)          

 
  (12) North side of Stowell Street.  (Added 08-14-2017) 
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b. The following described on-street parking spaces in the City of St. Albans are 
hereby designated and established as thirty-minute parking zones: 

 
(1) South Main Street from the intersection of Lake Street south to the first 

crosswalk on South Main Street (west side) from the hours of 8:00 AM to 
5:00 PM Monday through Saturday.  
(Added 07-29-2003, Ch. 03-13-2017) 
 

(2) The two parking spaces on the west side of Federal Street immediately in 
front of the building at 44-46 Federal Street from the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  
(Added 04-14-2014) 
 

(3) The two southern-most parking spaces before the mid-block crosswalk 
curb extension on the west side of North Main Street and near 36-38 
North Main Street from the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through 
Saturday. 
(Added 04-13-2015, Ch. 03-13-2017) 
 

(4) The on-street parking area in the vicinity of 22 Lake Street on the south 
side of Lake Street and to the east of the driveway into the Lake Street 
municipal parking lot from the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday 
through Saturday. 
(Added 01-09-2017, Ch. 03-13-2017) 
 

(5) The on-street parking space on the northerly side of Center Street, 
immediately in front of 15 Center Street, from the hours of 8:00 AM to 
5:00 PM Monday through Saturday. 
(Added 08-09-2021) 
 

c. The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall be effective during the hours 
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Saturday, provided however, that said 
subsection shall not be effective on legal state holidays, or on Mondays 
succeeding legal state holidays which fall on Sunday. 
(Ch 03-30-1993, 03-11-2013, Ch. 03-13-2017) 

 
d. The following described streets and areas in the City of St. Albans are hereby 

designated and established as two and a half hour parking areas, effective during 
the hours from 6:00 AM to 6:00 PM Monday through Friday: 
 
(1) The eastern side of South Elm Street, along Houghton Park. 

(Added 06-13-2016) 
 

e. The following described streets and areas in the City of St. Albans are hereby 
designated and established as two and a half hour parking areas, effective during 
the hours from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Friday, except on legal state 
holidays, or on Mondays succeeding legal state holidays that fall on Sunday: 
 

(1) The east side of North Main Street from Congress Street to the driveway 
entrance of 109 North Main Street, currently Ace Hardware.   (Add. 03-13-2017) 
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(2) The west side of North Main Street from Hudson Street to Hoyt Street.  (Add. 03-
13-2017) 

 
f. The following described streets and areas in the City of St. Albans are hereby 

designated and established as one hour parking areas, effective during the hours 
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Friday, except on legal state holidays, 
or on Mondays succeeding legal state holidays that fall on Sunday: 
 

(1) The north side of Lake Street between Main Street and the access drive into 15 
Lake Street, currently the City parking garage.   (Add. 03-13-2017) 
 

 
5352. Time Periods:  Limitations on Time 
 

a. When any vehicle shall be parked in a parking space in designated parking 
zones the operator of the vehicle shall park the same within the area designated 
therefor by the curb or street markings as indicated for parallel or diagonal 
parking, and comply with the instructions on the nearest official sign. 

  (Ch 03-30-1993) 
 

b. Vehicles utilizing permit parking areas may do so only after obtaining a parking 
permit from the Police Department.  The permit authorizes the bearer to park 
without other charge at any time in designated city parking lots. 

  (Ch 12-23-2003) 
Note:  d - deleted  

 
5353. Bus Stops 
 

Bus stops will be marked with appropriate signs. 
 

5354. Taxi Stands 
 

Taxi stands will be marked with appropriate signs. 
 

5355. Parades 
 

Nothing herein contained shall be interpreted to prevent the Chief of Police, and 
 his officers working under his direction, from clearing any needed streets within said parking 
zones of and from all vehicular traffic during, and preparatory to, parades. 
 
(Ch. 03-03-1993) 
 
5356. Separability 
 

The provisions of this subchapter are hereby declared to be separable, and if any  
section, provision or part thereof be held unauthorized, unconstitutional or invalid, then such 
holding shall not affect the validity of the subchapter as a whole, or any section, provision, or 
part thereof not so held.   (Ch 03-30-1993) 
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Subchapter 7.  Parking Lot Regulations 
SECTION 
 
5401. Parking Lots:  The following lots are hereby designated as parking areas for  
metered and permit parking of vehicles, as directed by signage approved by the City Manager.  
These lots are open to properly permitted vehicles at any time.     
 

(1) The City owned lot in the center of the business block bounded by North 
Main Street, Lake Street, Federal Street and Kingman Street, including the City 
Parking Garage, is hereby designated and called Municipal Parking Lot No. 1. 

 
(2) The City owned lot on the south side of Lake Street midway between  

South Main Street and Catherine Street, and is hereby designated and  
called Municipal Parking Lot No. 2. 

 
(3) The City owned lot directly west of City Hall and abutted on the north by  

Hudson Street, the east by City Hall, the south and west by private  
property. 

 
(Ch 12-23-2003, 04-11-2022) 

 
5402. Installation and operation of Parking Lots 
 
The City Council adopted a Resolution designating parking lots 1 through 3 are used for permit 
parking.  The City Manager shall insure that permit holders are either employed or reside in the 
downtown district.  The City Manager shall distribute permits in a fair and equitable manner 
through the Police Department, utilizing downtown employers whenever possible. 
(Resolution adopted 11-10-2003) 
 
5403.  Rates 
 

(1) The City Council will establish the hourly rate of parking by duly adopted 
resolution. 

(Resolution adopted 11-10-03) 
 

(2) The annual rate of charge for each vehicle utilizing a parking lot permit shall be 
set by the City Council, from time to time, by duly adopted resolution.  The permit 
fee authorizes the bearer to utilize the designated lot without further charge.  The 
permit shall be displayed in the front window of the vehicle so that it is visible to 
enforcement personnel inspecting said lots.  Permits may be transferred to other 
vehicles owned by the purchasing individual. 

(Resolution adopted 11-10-2003) 
 

(3) The presence of any motor vehicle in or upon any designated parking 
zone or lot subject to this subchapter in violation of any regulation governing the 
parking or leaving of such vehicle in or upon said municipal parking lot shall be 
prima facie evidence that the person in whose name such vehicle is registered 
committed or authorized such violation. 

(Ch. 10-23-1990)      
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5404.  Improper Parking; exceeding Time; Failure to Deposit Coin 
 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person owning or controlling a motor vehicle to  
fail to park that vehicle when parking within a parking lot, in a designated space, 
beyond the maximum time indicated on the parking device receipt or except as 
herein-otherwise provided, to fail or neglect to deposit the proper coin or coins, 
as set forth in this subchapter. 

 (Ch 03-30-1993) 
 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person owning or controlling a motor vehicle, to  
park said vehicle within any area designated as a permit parking area during the 
time periods indicated in subsection 5353 (d), or except as herein otherwise 
provided, without first having obtained a parking permit from the Police 
Department as set forth in this subchapter. 

 (Ch 03-30-1993) 
 

(3) For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of St. Albans City Ordinances, 
employees of the City of St. Albans may from time-to-time place chalk marks on 
the tires of vehicles parked within the city.  No person shall remove said chalk 
mark from said vehicle parked within a municipal parking space.  Any person 
found guilty of violating the provisions of this section shall be fined $50.00. 

(Added 02-23-2007) 
 

5405. Slugs, Devices; Tampering 
 

The following acts shall be unlawful: 
 
(1) For any person subject to this subchapter to deposit, or cause to be deposited, in 

any parking device within said areas, any slug, device or other substitute for a 
coin of the United States. 

 
(2) For any person subject to this subchapter to tamper with, open without  

authority, break or destroy any parking device. 
 
5406. Effectiveness 
 

The provisions of subsection 5403 and 5405 of this subchapter shall not be effective on  
legal state holidays.                 
(Ch. 12-23-03) 
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Subchapter 8.  SCOFFLAW ORDINANCE 
SECTION 
 
5501. Establishment and Maintenance of Scofflaw List 
 
 The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to create and maintain a list of all vehicles 
which have accumulated within the preceding 36 months, 2 or more unpaid parking violations.  
Before placing any vehicle on said list, the Police Chief shall notify the registered owner of this 
proposed action.  The notice will be sent by first class mail, to the address on record at the State 
Department of Motor Vehicles, on forms prescribed and provided by the City Manager and shall 
(A) describe the year, make and serial number of the vehicle, (B) contain a list of the unpaid 
tickets and the total amount of accumulated charges, and (C) provide a warning that unless said 
charges are paid within fifteen (15) days of the date of the notice, said vehicles will be placed on 
the scofflaw list forthwith. 
(Ch:  8-25-06) 
 
5502. Removal and Storage of Vehicles 
 

Any vehicle which has been placed on the scofflaw list and is parked on any public  
street or in any other place within the city where the parking or leaving of said vehicle is 
governed by city ordinance may be removed and stored until the charges for all outstanding 
parking violations, towing, and storage charges have been paid. 
(Added 3-30-93) 
 
5503. Notification of Owner/Holder of Security Interest 
 

The Chief of Police shall notify by first class mail, the registered owner of the stored  
vehicle and any holder(s) of a security interest therein if the identity of same can be readily 
ascertained within five (5) business days of the removal and storage of said vehicle. 
(Added 3-30-93) 
 
5504. Storage of Vehicles 

Vehicles shall be removed, stored and returned according to provisions of sections  
5303, 5305, and 5306 of this title.    (Added 3-30-93) 
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CHAPTER 7.   PROHIBITION OF MOTOR TRUCKS 
 
Sec. 1.  Purpose.  
This Motor Truck Operation Ordinance is adopted under authority conferred by Sections 18(7) 
and 18(21) of the St. Albans City Charter.  The purpose of this Ordinance is to restrict truck 
traffic on Upper Welden Street in the City of St. Albans.  This Ordinance shall constitute a civil 
ordinance within the meaning of 24 V.S.A. Chapter 59.   
 
Sec. 2.  Definitions.  
For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following words and phrases shall have the meaning 
ascribed by this Section: 
 
"Motor truck" means any motor vehicle designed primarily for the transportation of property and 
shall be construed to include truck tractor-semitrailer and truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer 
combinations.  
 
Sec. 3.  Prohibition of Motor Trucks.  
Motor trucks with a registered vehicle weight in excess of sixteen thousand pounds (16,000 lbs.) 
shall be prohibited from Upper Welden Street. This prohibition shall not apply to motor trucks 
making deliveries to or from properties on Upper Welden Street or Barlow Street, or to City-
owned vehicles or emergency response vehicles.  
 
Sec. 4.  Civil Penalty; Other Enforcement. 
A.  Any person who violates a provision of this Ordinance shall be subject to a civil penalty of up 
to $800.00 per day for each day that such violation continues.  Any law enforcement officer shall 
be authorized to act as an issuing municipal official to issue and pursue before the Vermont 
Judicial Bureau a municipal complaint. Such officer is authorized to recover civil penalties and 
waiver fees in the following amounts for each violation: 
 

     Civil Penalty  Waiver Fee  
 
First Offense       $ 100     $ 75 
Second Offense       $ 300     $ 225 
Third Offense       $ 500     $ 375 
Fourth and Subsequent Offenses $ 800     $ 600 
 

Sec. 5.  Other Laws. 
This Ordinance is in addition to all other ordinances of the City of St. Albans and all applicable 
laws of the State of Vermont.    
 
Sec. 6.  Severability. 
If any section of this Ordinance is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such 
finding shall not invalidate any other part of this Ordinance. 
 
Sec. 7.  Approval and Adoption.  
This Ordinance is hereby adopted this 14th day of January, 2019 and shall take effect 
immediately. 
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CHAPTER 9.  LIMITS ON MOTOR TRUCK OPERATIONS 
 
Sec. 1.  Purpose.  
This Motor Truck Operation Ordinance is adopted under authority conferred by Sections 18(7) 
and 18(21) of the St. Albans City Charter.  The purpose of this Ordinance is to restrict truck 
turning movements from Lake Street onto Catherine Street and South Main Street in the City of 
St. Albans. 
 
Sec. 2.  Definitions.  
For the purpose of this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meaning 
ascribed by this Section: 
 
"Motor truck" means any motor vehicle designed primarily for the transportation of property and 
shall be construed to include truck tractor-semitrailer and truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer 
combinations.  
 
Sec. 3.  Civil Penalty; Other Enforcement. 
Any person who violates a provision of this Chapter shall be subject to a civil penalty of up to 
$800.00 per day for each day that such violation continues.  Any law enforcement officer shall 
be authorized to act as an issuing municipal official to issue and pursue before the Vermont 
Judicial Bureau a municipal complaint. Such officer is authorized to recover civil penalties and 
waiver fees in the following amounts for each violation: 

      Civil Penalty  Waiver Fee  
First Offense        $    100     $   75 
Second Offense        $    300     $ 225 
Third Offense        $    500     $ 375 
Fourth and Subsequent Offenses $    800     $ 600 
 

Sec. 4.  Prohibition of Motor Truck Right Turns.  
Motor trucks shall be prohibited from making right turns from Lake Street onto either of the 
following streets: 

a. Catherine Street 
b. South Main Street  

 
Sec. 5.  [Reserved] 
 
Sec. 6.  [Reserved] 
 
Sec. 7.  [Reserved] 
 
Sec. 8.  Severability. 
If any section of this Chapter is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such 
finding shall not invalidate any other part of this Chapter. 
 
Sec. 9.  Effective Date. 
This amendment shall take effect upon adoption by the City Council. 
 
Sec. 10.  Approval and Adoption.  
This amendment is hereby adopted this 10th day of November, 2020, and shall take effect upon 
passage. 
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CHAPTER 11 
 

VEHICULAR NOISE ORDINANCE 
 

(a) AUTHORITY 

 

This Ordinance is adopted under authority granted in 24 V.S.A. §2291(14), 24 V.S.A. Chapter 

59, and 24 V.S.A. App. §§16-22. 

 

(b) PURPOSE 

 

The Purpose of this ordinance is to promote the public health, safety and welfare by prohibiting 

excessive and disturbing noise and to prevent noise which is prolonged or unsuitable for the time 

and place and which is detrimental to the peace and good order of the community.  It is the goal 

of this section to allow all residents of our city to peacefully coexist in a manner which is 

mutually respectful of the interests and rights of others. 

 

(c) DEFINITIONS 

 

As used in this section, the following terms shall be defined as follows, all others as outlined in 

Title 24 Vermont Statutes Annotated or as defined herein: 

1. “Plainly Audible” means any sound that can be detected by a person using his or her 

unaided hearing faculties.  As an example, if the sound source under investigation is a 

portable or personal vehicular sound amplification or reproduction device, the 

enforcement officer need not determine the title of a song, specific words, or the artist 

performing the song.  The detection of the rhythmic bass component of the music is 

sufficient to constitute a plainly audible sound. 

2. “Sound Amplification System” includes any radio, tape player, compact disc player, MP3 

player, Bluetooth sound system, loudspeaker or other electronic device used for the 

amplification of the human voice, music or any other noise or sound. 

3. “Motor Vehicle” shall be as defined in 23 V.S.A., Chapter 1, §4 (21) or as any car, truck, 

motorcycle, moped, scooter, snowmobile, all-terrain vehicle, or other vehicle equipped 

with and propelled by engine, whether operated on a public street or on private property. 

 

(d) RESTRICTED USES AND ACTIVITIES 

 

The following are declared to be a public nuisance: 

 

1. Motor Vehicle Sound Equipment. 

a. A Sound Amplification System in a motor vehicle shall not be operated in such a 

manner that it is plainly audible at a distance of 75 feet in any direction from the 

operator between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.  Between the hours of 

10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m., sound from such equipment shall not be plainly audible 

at a distance of 50 feet in any direction from the operator. 

b. Exceptions.  It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section that the 

operator was not otherwise prohibited by law from operating the sound 

amplification system, and that any of the following apply: 
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i. The system as being operated to request medical or vehicular assistance or 

to warn of a hazardous road condition; 

ii. The motor vehicle was an emergency or public safety motor vehicle 

operating in its official capacity; 

iii. The motor vehicle was owned and operated by the City or a gas, electric, 

communications or water utility company operating in its official capacity; 

iv. The person is in the business of installing sound amplification systems, 

and the use is for a short duration for testing. 

c. No person or entity is excluded from enforcement for unofficial use of a sound 

amplification system in a vehicle. 

 

2. Mufflers. 

a. Every motor vehicle shall, at all times, be equipped with a muffler in good 

working order and in constant operation to prevent excessive and unusual noise 

and annoying smoke.   

b. It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or operate a motor vehicle in the City 

with a cutout, an exhaust whistle, or without a muffler thereby causing such motor 

vehicle to make a noise that is plainly audible at a distance of 50 feet from such 

vehicle.  

  

3. Vehicular Noise.   

a. It shall be unlawful for any owner or driver of a motor vehicle to operate it or 

permit it to be operated in such a manner to cause unnecessary or unreasonable 

noise that is plainly audible at a distance of 50 feet from such vehicle. 

b. The word “operate” as used in this subsection shall include any act taken or 

attempt made concerning such vehicle, whether it be in motion or at rest. 

c. The operation of a motor vehicle in such a manner to cause unnecessary or 

unreasonable noise shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

i. Misuse of power exceeding tire traction limits in acceleration sometimes 

known as “laying down rubber” or “peeling rubber”; 

ii. Misuse of braking power exceeding tire traction limits in deceleration 

where there is no emergency; 

iii. Rapid acceleration by means of quick up shifting of transmission gears 

with either a clutch & manual transmission or automatic transmission; 

iv. Rapid deceleration by means of quick downshifting of transmission gears 

with either a clutch and manual transmission or automatic transmission; or 

v. Racing of engines by manipulation of the accelerator, gas pedal, 

carburetor, or gear selection whether the vehicle is either in motion or 

standing still.  

 

(d) PENALTY 

 

1. First Offense.  A first offense of any provision of this ordinance by a person during any 

twelve-month period shall be deemed a civil violation and shall be punishable by a fine 

of one hundred fifty dollars ($150). 
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2. Second and subsequent offenses.  A second offense during a twelve-month period shall 

be deemed to be a civil violation and shall be punishable by a fine of three hundred 

dollars ($300).  Each subsequent offense in a twelve-month period shall be deemed a 

civil violation and shall be punishable by a fine of five hundred dollars ($500).   

 

(e) ENFORCEMENT 

 

A violation of this ordinance shall be a civil ordinance violation enforced in accordance with 24 

V.S.A. §§1974a and 1977, et seq.  Any certified Vermont Law Enforcement Officer shall be the 

designated enforcement officers.  They shall issue complaints and may be the appearing officer 

at any hearing. 

 

(f) SEVERABILITY 

 

If any section of this ordinance is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such 

finding shall not invalidate any other part of this ordinance. 

 

(Chapter adopted October 11, 2021) 




