MINUTES
ST. ALBANS CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:30 PM MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2025

APPROVED

Council Members Present: Timothy Hawkins (Ward 1), Lindsay Hunn (Ward 2), Marie
Bessette (Ward 3), Trudy Cioffi (Ward 4), Erik Johnson (Ward 5), Chad Boudreau
(Ward 6)

Council Members Absent: Tim Smith (Mayor)

City Staff present: Paul Olshan, Minute Taker, Dominic Cloud (City Manager), Chip Sawyer
(Director of Planning and Development); Sarah Macy (Director of Finance & Administration);
Nicole Robtoy (City Clerk & Treasurer, City Hall) and Lt. Paul Talley (Police Lieutenant).

Members of the public present: Amy Brewer; Reed Winter; Michael Mainer; Walton Smith

1. T. Hawkins called the meeting to order at 6:32.

2. Convene Open Session with Pledge of Allegiance.

3. No Public Comment

4. C. Sawyer presented the first reading: amendments to zoning bylaws re: smoke shops.

o This amendment defines what is a “smoke shop” in city ordinances. This would be
any place that devotes 20% of its product stock or floor space to tobacco use or
paraphernalia, or if it identifies itself as a smoke shop. The next amendment added
smoke shops as a conditional use in the Service-Industrial District, in the same way
that adult entertainment establishments are zoned. This would also restrict home-
occupied smoke shops or adult entertainment shops.

o C. Sawyer mentioned that the city cannot tell someone what a sign should say, that is
a first amendment right. But the city can restrict where or how big the signs can be.
This would restrict up to 50% of the store-front for tobacco use signage.

o The council asked for clarification on what counts for window signage.

o T. Hawkins asked about how a change in ownership would affect existing
grandfathered businesses, but C. Sawyer said that zoning doesn’t work the way
licensing does, this would not affect the rules.

o T. Cioffi had a concern about the proximity of the grandfathered business near the
high school. She recommended asking the current owner to adhere to the rules as
written, even if it’s grandfathered in.



o There was no council discussion and no additional amendments or changes.

o A. Brewer introduced herself and her position with the Franklin County tobacco
prevention program. She mentioned that even 5th graders in adjacent communities
had noticed the new smoke shop in St. Albans.

5. T. Hawkins moved on to the Dog Hearing. D. Cloud gave an overview of the Dog Hearing
situation.

o Lt. P. Talley introduced himself and presented the synopsis on Daisy the pitbull and
her behavior. He presented the warnings, tickets, and notice of no vaccination, as well
as the accounts of the dog attacking animals and other pedestrians.

o W. Smith and S. May introduced themselves and gave their testimony about the dog
incidents. He mentioned that the dog was vaccinated originally but the establishment
that vaccinated her and was her vet does not exist anymore. They are planning on
moving so that’s why they have not registered her.

o L. Hunn asked about how they take Daisy outside. They specified that they take her
outside with a leash. They also installed extra locks recently. She explained that this
issue was multilayered and now could endanger other dogs due to both aggressive
behavior and no vaccination.

o T. Cioffi asked for clarification on the timeline for the lock installation and cat death.

o C. Boudreau gave his experiences passing by the house and dog in question.

o The council members, as well as members of the public, gave their thoughts and
opinions on the incidents.

o C. Cloud mentioned to the council that they can vaccinate the dog immediately and
also confiscate the dog by May 5th if the residents have not left. But he also discussed
the difficulties of rehousing this dog.

o T. Cioffi motioned to allow the dog in the city until May Sth. If the dog is still in
the city by then, the dog will be confiscated. If there is any incident which is a
violation of the city ordinances, or resident complaint between now and that
time, the dog will automatically be confiscated. The owners will make a
vaccination appointment within 24 hours at a local vet and the city will cover the
costs and animal licensing costs. Seconded by E. Johnson. C. Boudreau
abstained. The motion passed with all but C. Boudreau in favor. No additional
discussion.

6. C. Sawyer presented the October 2024 update to the Combined Sewer Overflow Long Term
Control Plan.

o This included some short term and long term sewer overflow project updates.

o E. Johnson asked about a table listed on the presentation and what was expected for
the future. There was a conversation about a local flood alarm that was privately
owned.

o There were no public comments.



o E. Johnson motioned to approve the updated long-term control plan as
presented. Seconded by T. Cioffi. Motion passed with all in favor. No additional
discussion.

7. C. Sawyer presented the Houghton Park CSO Finding of No Significant Impact.

o Reed Winter of Aldrich + Elliott gave a presentation on the project and the basis of
the FONSI.

o T. Hawkins opened the public hearing.

o T. Hawkins specified that the city has complied with state and federal regulations.

o There was no public comment.

o The public hearing was closed.

8. The council then considered the loan amendment for Houghton Park CSO project.

o T. Cioffi motioned to approve the loan amendment for Houghton Park CSO

project. Seconded by E. Johnson. The motion passed with all in favor.
9. C. Sawyer gave an Update on the Federal Street Multimodal Connector.

o C. Sawyer presented the updated preliminary plans and the draft update for the
environmental assessment for the project. This traffic signal would be better for left-
turning vehicles, trucks, and pedestrians walking from the school. There was a
conversation about the proposed roundabout and how congested traffic would
approach the roundabout when a train crosses. T. Hawkins gave a passable solution
with an extra lane for backed up traffic so the circle can continue to function. The
timeframe would start with construction in 2028, perhaps 2027.

o There was no other public comment.

10. C. Sawyer then presented the Certificate of Completion and Opening for new city street.

o There was a discussion on the potential name for the future street.

o E. Johnson motioned to accept the certificate and approve the city street project
as presented. Seconded by M. Bessette. The motion passed with all in favor. No
additional discussion.

11.  C. Sawyer presented the signage grant for 71 North Main, Thirsty Thrifters. This
included paying for the cost of moving the sign over, as well as a higher quality
sign.

o There was a conversation about the awning in addition to the sign. Even though it
looks bad, it helps the business during the summer and when it rains.

o T. Cioffi motioned to approve the sign for 71 North Main up to 1352. Seconded
by C. Boudreau. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.

12. D. Cloud presented the various redevelopment Items

o T. Cioffi motioned authorizing City Manager to sign membership interest
purchase agreement for the Ralston Redevelopment project with the terms
discussed earlier. Seconded by E. Johnson. The motion passed with all in favor.
No additional discussion.



o C. Boudreau motioned to table the authorization of a grant of $10,000 from the
Redevelopment Fund to Artists in Residence for a roof replacement project.
Seconded by T. Cioffi. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional
discussion.

o E. Johnson motioned to authorize a grant of $10,000 from the Redevelopment
Fund to Jeff’s Maine Seafood for building improvements and fit up. C.
Boudreau abstained. Seconded by M. Bessette. The motion passed with all in
favor.

13. T. Cioffi motioned to bypass 16 and 17 on the agenda due to the Mayor being

absent. Seconded by C. Boudreau. The motion passed with all in favor. There was

a brief discussion about the trees being taken down in Taylor park and whether they’d
be replaced.

14. T. Cioffi motioned to approve meeting minutes 3/10/25. Seconded by M. Bessette.
The motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.

15. T. Cioffi motioned to approve the warrant 3/31/25. Seconded by M. Bessette. The
motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.

16. E. Johnson motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by C. Boudreau. The motion
passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.
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