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MINUTES 

ST. ALBANS DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD 

ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET 

6:30 PM, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2025 
 

APPROVED 
 

Members of the Board Present: IN PERSON: Stephen Poston, Chair; John Morrie; Andrew Ede; Molly Rand 

Members of the Board Absent: Caleb Menard, Vice Chair; Evan Champagne, Alternate 

Members of City Staff Present: Sara Bennett, Property Services Manager; Katie Haseltine, Minute Taker 

Members of the Public Present:  

A. Begin Recording and Call to Order -  S. Poston called the meeting to order at 6:33 PM 

1. Pledge of Allegiance -  S. Bennett led the pledge of allegiance. 

2. Assign Alternates (as necessary) - None. 

3. Consider any additions or deletions to agenda - None. 

B. Design Review - Consideration of the following applications: 

1. DAB Case 2025-014 Design Review | Karen Barchowski | 20 Lake St. | Parcel #26049018. This property 

is located in the B-1 Central Business Zoning District and the DR1 Traditional Downtown Design Review 

District and there Historic Review District. 

a. S. Poston opens the case and K. Barchowski introduces herself. She explains that they are trying to 

keep with the coloring of surrounding buildings but with a bit of her own style. The color scheme 

will be Sage for the panels, Cajun Red for the frame, Carnelian for Trim, and Earthen Jug for the 

panels that aren’t painted Sage. In addition, she plans to add some decorative circle elements in 

Sage. 

b. M. Rand asks what the business will be. K. Barchowski shares it will be a shared space. In part of 

the space, her daughter will run an ice cream shop, named Mad Ice Cream, which will use organic 

whip cream. In the other part of the space, she will be doing a fresh pasta company, named 

Crowded Table, which will feature wine, cheese, and fresh made pasta. Down the road, they hope 

to get their liquor license and expand to some more sit-down experiences.  

c. M. Rand loves the design concept but wonders if S. Poston and J. Morrie have any thoughts on the 

creative flair of the circles that might not follow regulations. S. Poston and J. Morrie feel the 

addition of circles is fairly minimal and don’t see it going against any current regulations. S. 

Bennett mentions there is a difference between accents versus imagery, in terms of murals. The 

board likes that perspective and is in agreement to move this case forward. 

d. M. Rand motions to approve DAB Case 2025-014 with colors Sage for the panels, Cajun Red for 

the frame, Carnelian for Trim, Earthen Jug for the panels that aren’t sage, and also to include 

accent circles in Sage. J. Morrie seconds. Motion passes with all in favor.  

C. Other Business 

1. Sign Updates - None 

2. Enforcement Updates - None 

3. Review/Approve 2026 Application Schedule  

a. S. Bennett made date changes as discussed at the last meeting. S. Poston notes one correction.  

b. S. Poston motions to approve the 2026 Meeting and Application Schedule. M. Rand seconds. 

Motion passes with all in favor.  

4. Approve Meeting Minutes 

a. August 25, 2025 

i. S. Poston tables minute approval to next month as there is not everyone present. 

b. October 27, 2025 

i. S. Poston tables minute approval to next month as there is not everyone present. 
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5. Confirm next meeting date: Monday December 22, 2025 - S. Poston confirms next meeting.  

a. M. Rand will not be there, but can join virtually if there is an emergent need. 

6. Other 

a. J. Morrie reminds that C. Sawyer came to this board to discuss the addition of some murals in 

alleyways, but feels that most storefronts are small in frontage which wouldn’t allow for much 

opportunity for murals in that regard.  

b. J. Morrie acknowledges that they could read up on the by-laws to better understand how to 

review cases that have unique requests like the one tonight with accent circles.  

D. Public Comment - None.  

E. Adjourn - S. Poston adjourns the meeting at 6:52 PM 


