
 

 

MINUTES 

ST. ALBANS DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET 

6:30 PM MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2026 

 

APPROVED 4.27.26 

 

Board Members Present: Stephen Poston, Chair; Caleb Menard, Vice Chair; Andrew 

Ede; Molly Rand (via Zoom) 

 

Board Members Absent: John Morrie 

 

City Staff present: Sara Bennett, Property Services Manager; Paul Olshan, Minute Taker; 

 

Members of the public present: Molly Russell; Chuck Marshall; 

 

1. S. Poston began the meeting at 6:28. 

○ Pledge of Allegiance 

○ No alternates were assigned and there were no additions or deletions to the agenda. 

2. Stewart’s Shop, 272 Main Street 

○ C. Marshall introduced himself and M. Russell, as well as their positions as the 

Stewart Shop real estate team. He discussed a 15-foot addition to the East of the 

building, passing around the building materials for examination. The main purpose of 

this addition was to add space to the interior. 

○ A. Ede asked about why the brick would not be used for the addition, since the rest of 

the building was brick. C. Marshall brought up that they have not used brick for 

additions for a long time, but the original brick would still be visible. 

○ S. Poston asked for specifics on the grading and the retaining wall. 

○ When the sign on the property was brought up, S. Bennett did confirm that the permit 

was already issued for the sign. 

○ The board discussed options for the siding color, as well as recommended continuing 

the lines atop the fascia to add better continuity between the original structure and the 

new addition. 

○ The timeframe for this work would be May, 2026. C. Marshall said that the color 

changes could be presented at next week’s DRB meeting. 

○ There was a brief discussion about water runoff and catch basins on the property. The 

board recommended additional stones and drainage to catch the water.  

○ A. Ede made a favorable recommendation from the Design Advisory Board to 

the DRB, recommending that the siding be changed from light stone to brown or 



 

 

dark red, something that would help to hide the back of the building and not 

stick out as much. The trim and facia should be extended over the addition as 

well. C. Menard added the addition of a canopy over the delivery door and a 

downlight for safety. Seconded by C. Menard. The motion passed with all in 

favor. No additional Discussion. 

○ Stewarts would provide grading information, wall height, and necessary information 

for the Development Review Board. 

3. Other Business 

○ S. Bennett had no sign updates. 

○ No enforcement updates either. 

○ C. Menard motioned to approve the minutes for August as written. Seconded by 

S. Poston. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion. 

○ A. Ede motioned to approve the minutes from October with the grammatical 

changes suggested. Seconded by S. Poston. The motion passed with all in favor. 

No additional discussion. 

○ S. Poston motioned to approve the November minutes as amended. Seconded by 

A. Ede. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion. 

○ The next meeting would be March 23, 2026. 

4. A. Ede brought up moving this committee to focus only on commercial and away from 

residential. He was unsure how to go about that, but he wanted to explore it. 

○ S. Poston generally understood but brought up the counter argument that there have 

been some residents with historic properties that have needed design advisory, which 

justifies the creation of the board. 

○ S. Bennett suggested bringing Chip Sawyer, City Planner, to the next meeting to 

discuss this. She brought up certain properties in transition zones and gateway 

districts that might still require substantial design advisory. This might need to be 

proposed to the City Council. 

○ S. Poston recommended that the board members find some examples to bring up in a 

future discussion. S. Bennett would check with Chip Sawyer to find a good meeting 

date to discuss this. 

○ M. Rand brought up the idea of sending out a mailer to residences in the City to show 

that the board exists. 

○ S. Poston brought up his term ending in 2026. He would like to serve another term, 

but he didn’t know if he would make it through the entirety of it. S. Poston would be 

fine with being an alternate in the future if that was required moving on. This would 

open up a discussion for a new chair soon. 

5. S. Poston adjourned the meeting at 7:07. 


