St. Albans City Council
Minutes of Meeting
Monday, April 13, 2020
City Hall, Council Chambers

A regular meeting of the St. Albans City Council was held on Monday, April 13, 2020, at 6:30 pm in the
City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Present: Mayor Tim Smith; Aldermen: Michael McCarthy, Jim Pelkey, Chad Spooner and Tim
Hawkins & Alderwomen: Marie Bessette and Kate Laddison.

Council Absent: None absent.

Staff Present: Dominic Cloud, City Manager; Chip Sawyer, Director of Planning & Development; Curry
Galloway, City Clerk; Gary Taylor, Police Chief & Marty Manahan, Director of Public Works, Operations &
Business Development.

Visitors: Evan & Tessa Hill, Leonard Parent, Heather Garceau and Michelle Monroe.

Executive Session.
a. The Council finds that premature disclosure of contract negotiations would compromise the City
D&V).
A motion was made by Alderman Spooner; seconded by Alderman Hawkins to find that
premature disclosure of the above matters would compromise the City. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

b. The Council moves to enter Executive Session for purposes of discussing contract negotiations
D&V).
A motion was made by Alderman Spooner; seconded by Alderman Hawkins to enter Executive
Session for purposes of contract negotiations. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

A motion was made by Alderman Hawkins; seconded by Alderman Spooner to exit Executive
Session. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

Convene Open Session with Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 6:39 pm and led the pledge of allegiance.

A motion was made Alderman Spooner; seconded by Alderman Pelkey to add agenda item 6.a. to
consider an emergency ordinance for civil penalties for failure to abide by Governor’s Safety Order.
Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

Review of Meeting Protocol, Chip Sawyer and Mayor Smith.
Mr. Sawyer introduced the members of the public attending. All councilors were present.

Public Comment on items not on agenda.
No public comment was made.

Recess for Liquor Control.
A motion was made by Alderman Spooner; seconded by Alderman Pelkey to recess for liquor control.
Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

Emergency Management Report, Chief Taylor.

Chief Taylor stated that Franklin County has 84 positive tests as of today. They are dealing with many
complaints about people who are not being compliant with the Governor’s order, mostly around
businesses that have remained open. There is also the social distancing issue. Up until now, this has




been an educational process and seeking voluntary compliance. The Attorney General’s office has begun
having a weekly conference call with law enforcement. Last week, there was some conversation about
what the police should do when they are receiving complaints of people not complying with social
distancing. There was widespread agreement that every community should do the same thing. The
general consensus was to adopt an ordinance that allows the police to ticket people who intentionally
violate the order. Chief Taylor stated that he forwarded an ordinance shared across all departments in
the State to the City Manager.

a. Consider an Emergency Ordinance for civil penalties for failure to abide by Governor’s Safety
Order (D&V).
Mr. Cloud stated that the ordinance takes the same penalties Burlington had in place and
structured it more in style with the City’s ordinances. It’s expected to be an Emergency Ordinance
that will extend 30 days. Mr. Hawkins asked if these violations include anyone not following the
social distancing and not just businesses. Chief Taylor responded affirmatively and stated that it
would cover anyone intentionally not following the Governor’s directive. He added that there have
been some businesses in the Town not in compliance. He explained that two churches in the State,
outside of Franklin County were also in violation for having church services in their parking lot while
in vehicles.

Mayor Smith added that the preference is to educate people on the compliance before issuing a
ticket. Chief Taylor stated that he suspects there won’t be any fines collected but can’t ask police
officers to enforce the Stay At Home Order without any ability to back it up.

A motion was made by Alderman Spooner; seconded by Alderwoman Laddison to approve
Emergency Ordinance for civil penalties for failure to abide by Governor’s Safety Order. Vote was
unanimous, 7-0.

Public hearing for child care grant application to VCDP.

Mr. Sawyer introduced Heather Garceau who owns Almond Blossoms Schoolhouse on Lake Street. The
City currently has a planning grant through VCDP to plan for a package for expansion and renovation at
the site. There was a hearing with the council in September but the program waived the City off. The
City is at the point where they can go before the VCDP again and is asking council to reaffirm the motion
from September.

Ms. Garceau stated that they are located in the building that the Holy Angels nuns used to live in. They
do a lot of specialized care and service many families within walking distance to the center. It would
expand the center from 38 children to 60 children. She emphasized the huge need for childcare in the
area, especially Franklin County. She has found in the two years since operation, that many of the
families walk there and do not own a vehicle. They offer the food program and are in the process of
getting approved for Act 66. They are also rated as a 4 star center. Mayor Smith asked Ms. Garceau if
the church still owns the building. Ms. Garceau responded affirmatively and stated that their lease runs
out in June. He asked how many children of essential workers are housed there. Ms. Garceau responded
that they are at the new full capacity under the State guidelines and took in many new children when
the schools closed. Mr. Sawyer added that the grant request is for $55,000 which is the maximum
request and will be for the June board meeting.

Re-affirm Council resolution for child care application (D&V).
A motion was made by Alderman Pelkey; seconded by Alderman Spooner to approve council
resolution signed for child care application on September 9, 2019. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

Congress and Main Update and Action Item.




10.

11.

12.

a. Consider resolution to authorize the transfer of Unit 4 (Workforce Housing) to 10 Maiden Lane LLC;
authorize 10 Maiden Lane LLC borrowing; and authorize recording of a VHCB Housing Subsidy
Covenant on 12 Congress (D&V).

Mr. Cloud explained that the City is a member of the LLC that is developing the Workforce Housing
building which is known as Unit 4 and the last of the Congress and Main units. As the owner of Unit 4,
the City needs to authorize the transfer and record a covenant on 12 Congress which is a perpetual
housing restriction on the upper floors.

A motion was made by Alderman McCarthy; seconded by Alderman Pelkey to authorize the
transfer of Unit 4 (Workforce Housing) to 10 Maiden Lane LLC; authorize 10 Maiden Lane LLC
borrowing; and authorize recording of a VHCB Housing Subsidy Covenant on 12 Congress. Vote was
unanimous, 7-0.

Consider a facade grant for The Drake (D&V).

Mayor Smith stated that they received an application for a facade grant at The Drake which will be
located at 30 South Main Street. He stated that the grant would be used to split the cost of the sign for
The Drake and the visual is in the council packet. Half of the total cost would be around $1970.

A motion was made by Alderman Pelkey; seconded by Alderman Laddison to approve the facade
grant for The Drake. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

Consider approval of 2020 Paving List, Marty Manahan (D&V).

Mr. Manahan explained that staff is proposing the following paving list. (See Attached 2020 Paving List).
They are hearing that the price will be in the low 70’s per ton. Last year they paid in the low 80’s. If they
can add additional streets, they would add Sunset Terrace and Rewes Drive with an agreement with Jim
Hungerford to do the paving. The City would supply the material. Russell and Brainerd needs to be cold
planed only because they have curbs. The only street that they would need to hold off on, waiting for
the sidewalk and curb project, is Brainerd. They typically pave in late August and would try to stick to
that same schedule. A contractor is coming up this week to do measurements and waiting for two more
companies to do measurements as well.

Mr. Spooner asked if the sink hole on Lower Welden would be repaired. Mr. Manahan responded
affirmatively.

Ms. Bessette noted the corner of Cedar and Pearl and asked if that could be considered. Mr. Manahan
noted that there have been 4 water leaks on that section. Ms. Bessette asked if the paving of Murray
Drive would be considered. Mr. Manahan responded that they will be doing the sidewalk and consider
the paving in the next couple of years. Mayor Smith asked if that’s the sidewalk that is 18” wide. Mr.
Manahan responded affirmatively.

Mr. McCarthy asked if all of Stevens would be paved. Mr. Manahan responded affirmatively.

A motion was made by Alderman Spooner; seconded by Alderwoman Bessette to approve the 2020
paving list as presented. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

Mayor’s Report.

a. Board Appointments (D&V).
Mayor Smith stated that there are two nominations, both renewals for the DAB. Mr. Hawkins asked if
the renewals would be for one year since they were not able to interview the applicants. Mayor
Smith suggested renewing them for 3 years since they are existing members. Mr. Hawkins agreed
with that sentiment.




13.

14.

A motion was made by Alderman Spooner; seconded by Alderman Hawkins to re-appoint Evan
Champagne and Stephen Poston to the Design Advisory Board with terms ending 4/30/23. Vote
was unanimous, 7-0.

A motion was made by Alderman Hawkins; seconded by Alderman Pelkey to appoint Jeremy Read
to the open seat and Keith Longmore to the Downtown Board as an Alternate with terms ending
4/30/21 subject to an interview at which time the council can consider lengthening the term. Vote
was unanimous, 7-0.

Council Reports / Other Business.

Mr. Hawkins stated that he took a third call on Saturday from constituents wondering if any of the
projects would fall through and if the tax payer would bear the burden of that. Mr. Cloud responded
that it is highly unlikely and most are all money in hand and are too far down the road for reprioritizing
at this point. Mr. Hawkins asked Mr. Sawyer if Green Up Day is still taking place. Mayor Smith responded
that it was postponed until May 30™. He noted that Enosburg is doing a Green Up Day this Saturday but
is somewhat of a gray area. Mr. Hawkins stated that he’s noticed a new sign up at the St. Albans
Shopping Center stating “Indian and Nepal Food.” Mr. Manahan responded that it's a new restaurant
but can’t complete renovations under the Governor’s order. Mr. Hawkins added that some of the
bollards are down in the St. Albans Shopping Center. Mr. Manahan responded that he will reach out to
Pomerleau’s. Mr. Hawkins stated that right before the repair traveling north by Boston Tailor, there is a
constant puddle and when vehicles drive through it, they almost lose half of their tire. Mr. Manahan
responded that he will look into it. Mayor Smith commented that he’s heard positive feedback on the
safety of the new parking layout at the St. Albans Shopping Center.

Mr. Pelkey stated that he believes there should have been some stop bars installed at the cross between
Planet Fitness to the bank and back. Mayor Smith stated that a lot of the stop bars have been worn
away and asked Mr. Manahan to ask Mr. Pomerleau if they will be refreshing those. Mr. Manahan
stated that he heard that the stop bars didn’t do a whole lot of good during the winter because they
were on the pavement.

Mayor Smith asked Ms. Laddison if 87 people are actually hospitalized after being positive for Co-vid.
Ms. Laddison responded that most of the patients are home and not in the hospital currently. She added
that the complex has yet to be utilized. Mr. Pelkey asked if those numbers include the positive cases at
the corrections facility. Ms. Laddison responded affirmatively.

Ms. Bessette stated that yesterday there was a truck parked over the stop mark in front of Sherwin
Williams at the St. Albans Shopping Center. She stated that it was blocking her view of the pedestrian
crosswalk. Mr. Sawyer asked if it was in the fire lane. Ms. Bessette responded that she wasn’t sure but
the truck was parked against the curb. Mr. Manahan asked Ms. Bessette if they were unloading at
Sherwin Williams. Ms. Bessette responded negatively and stated that it was just a pickup truck. Mr.
Manahan stated that that is the fire land and suggested calling dispatch in the future.

Mr. McCarthy appreciated that most people are abiding by the social distancing order. Ms. Bessette
commented that this is bringing people together and residents were singing in the streets in some
neighborhoods. Mr. Manahan applauded the police for bringing the Easter bunny around.

Mr. Spooner thanked Mr. Cloud for all his efforts during this time.
Consider approval of meeting minutes:

a. Special Meeting: 2/24/20 & 3/30/20 and Regular Meeting: 3/9/20 (D&V).
A motion was made by Alderman Hawkins; seconded by Alderman Pelkey to approve 2/24/20
special meeting minutes. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.




A motion was made by Alderman Hawkins; seconded by Alderman Pelkey to approve 3/30/20
special meeting minutes. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

A motion was made by Alderman Hawkins; seconded by Alderman Pelkey to approve 3/9/20
regular meeting minutes. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

15. Consider approval of warrants.

a. 3/13/20& 3/31/21 (D&V).
A motion was made by Alderman Hawkins; seconded by Alderman Pelkey to approve 3/13/20
warrants. Vote was unanimous, 6-0 with Alderman Spooner abstaining.

A motion was made by Alderman Hawkins; seconded by Alderman Pelkey to approve 3/31/20
warrants. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

Mr. Hawkins asked Mr. Cloud if administration will be making the decision as to who goes back to
work and when as the Governor directs. Mr. Cloud responded that he believes the charter provides
the direction needed for staff to make those decisions but will certainly keep council informed and
in the loop.

Mayor Smith added that there are two upcoming blood drives at City Hall on April 16" from 10 am -
3 pm and the hospital will be running one at City Hall on May 13". Mr. Manahan commended Troy
Baker and Brian Willet for keeping the plants operating.

16. Adjourn

A motion was made by Alderman Pelkey; seconded by Alderwoman Bessette to adjourn meeting at
7:49 pm. Vote was unanimous, 7-0.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristen Smith

Community Relations Coordinator



