St. Albans City Council
Minutes of Meeting
Wednesday, July 26, 2017
City Hall, Council Chambers

A special meeting of the St. Albans City Council was held on Wednesday, July 26, 2017, at 6:30 pm in the
City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Present: Mayor Elizabeth Gamache; Aldermen: Jim Pelkey, Chad Spooner and Alderwoman
Marie Bessette.

Council Absent: Aldermen Tim Hawkins & Michael McCarthy and Alderwoman Kate Laddison.

Staff Present: Dominic Cloud, City Manager; Gary Taylor, Police Chief and Jim Benson, Animal Control
Officer.

Visitors: See attached sign-in sheet.

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Gamache called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and led the pledge of allegiance.

Public Comment.
No public comment was discussed.

Hearing regarding dog bite at 13 Kingman Street.

a. The City Council will take testimony regarding the incident that took place at 13 Kingman Street.
The Council will then close the hearing, deliberate on the matter in private and issue a decision in
writing.

Mayor Gamache explained that the City Council will take testimony regarding the incident that
took place at 13 Kingman Street and will then deliberate on the matter in private and issue a
decision in writing. Mayor Gamache proceeded to introduce Chief Taylor.

Chief Taylor introduced Chuck Convard, the owner of the dog. He stated that Lt. Couture was
responsible for overseeing the investigation that occurred and also introduced Jim Benson, Animal
Control Officer who participated. Chief Taylor stated that he would read aloud the bullet points
from Vicious Dog Case # 17SA005791 and noted that there is probably some dispute about certain
aspects of what will be read. (See attached Case # 17SA005791). He added that what is
indisputable is what happened when the dog did attack and inflicted injuries. (Insert bullet points).

Chief Taylor stated that his concern as the Director of Public Safety in the City of St. Albans is the
nature of the attack. He added that his officers have dealt with Mr. Convard and the dog on a
number of occasions in the past and have not had any issues. He stated that it doesn’t change the
fact that the dog bit three people including its owner and would hate to think about what would
have happened if the victim was a child or an elderly person. Chief Taylor stated that he does not
blame the dog for what it did but also does not think it is safe for the dog to be in this community
and thinks it would be irresponsible to move the dog to someone else’s community. Chief Taylor
offered video footage from the officer’s body camera from the night of the incident for council to
view. Council declined.

Mr. Convard came forward. Mayor Gamache stated that she would like to hear any commentary
that is pertinent for council to know regarding the incident and Steele and explained that council



would then go into deliberative session to make a determination as it relates to Steele with public
safety in mind. Mr. Convard stated that Steele has been a part of the community and in the
Beverage Mart every day since he was eight months old and his neighbor’s children walk him.
Mayor Gamache asked Mr. Convard to explain what happened on the date of the incident. Mr.
Convard responded that he asked people not to fight but a fight broke out in the apartment which
is very small. Six people were fighting and picking up and throwing furniture. Mr. Convard kept
moving the dog away from the people fighting as best he could. He had the dog on the couch when
Steele slipped out of his collar which is when he grabbed the victim by the ear and then went to the
other victim’s neck. Mr. Convard stated that he grabbed the dog and his hand brushed the dog’s
teeth which is what caused his own injuries. He does not dispute that the dog bit the other two
victims but stated that the people shouldn’t have been in the apartment in the first place. Mayor
Gamache asked if there’s been a history with Steele. Mr. Convard responded that he’s never bitten
anyone before. Mayor Gamache asked how Steele is being maintained now. Mr. Convard
responded that he’s with him at 3 Cedar Street in a fenced in yard and is always on a leash.

Mr. Pelkey stated that he’s been hearing that the dog is a pit bull mix and asked what the mix
breed is. Mr. Convard responded that he did not know. Mr. Pelkey asked if there had been any
prior issues. Mr. Convard responded negatively and stated that he runs away from other dogs. Mr.
Pelkey asked Mr. Convard if he lives at 13 Kingman Street. Mr. Convard responded negatively but
stated that Steele does stay there sometimes. Mr. Pelkey asked Mr. Convard if they put Steele in
another room when visitors come by. Mr. Convard responded negatively and stated that he doesn’t
have any issues with visitors and doesn’t even bark when people knock on the door. Mr. Pelkey
asked how many people total were in the apartment during the incident. Mr. Convard responded
that he believes there were six or seven people in the apartment.

Ms. Bessette asked Mr. Convard how old Steele is. Mr. Convard responded that he is eight and has
owned him since he was eight weeks old. Mr. Spooner asked Mr. Convard if he owned two dogs at
one time. Mr. Convard responded that Steele has lived with many dogs but he has never owned
two dogs at the same time. Ms. Bessette asked if Steele’s rabies vaccine was renewed since it
expired on May 29, 2017. Ms. Bessette asked Mr. Convard if Steele was vaccinated at the time of
the bite incident. Mr. Convard responded affirmatively. He stated that everyone in the community
loves Steele and doesn’t believe it was his fault. He added that he believes Steele would be fine in
his care.

Ms. Whitehouse, the victim bit in the neck, came forward. She stated that she has known Steele for
some time and is not an aggressive dog at all. With the aggressive behavior going on in one of his
homes at the time of the incident, the dog was being protective and was confused and attacked on
both sides of the parties who were fighting. She added that Steele was not ordered to attack. Her
wounds were superficial and are healing nicely. Ms. Whitehouse stated that Steele could have
ripped her throat out if he wanted to but he didn’t and simply pinned her. She has a small dog who
has also played with Steele on many occasions. She has visited children Steele since the attack and
he is his old kind, loving self. She added that she would trust her around Steele. Mr. Pelkey asked
Ms. Whitehouse if she was standing or sitting when the dog bit her in the neck. She responded that
Marcie attacked her at which time they were both on the floor when Steele bit Marcie’s ear. She
was then pushed off from Marcie and Steele grabbed her throat. She acknowledged that Mr.
Convard did try to grab Steele’s collar but noted the collar has spikes on it which made it hard to
grab. Mr. Pelkey asked if Marcie lived at 13 Kingman Street. Ms. Whitehouse responded negatively.
She stated that the apartment is owned by Angie who co-owns Steele with Mr. Convard. She
reiterated that everyone does love Steele and he’s been in the community with no incidents. She
does not believe Steele should be put down.



Lad O. Liftoff introduced himself and stated that he has been in St. Albans since December and met
Rochelle recently after this incident occurred and a few days later, saw Chuck and Steele. He
commented that when there is a dog bite in a community, he would think the community would
want to empower the dog and thinks the dog should be under someone else’s care while the issue
of safety in the community is being debated. He added that through hearsay, it seems the dog gets
upset when his owner is upset and wonders if the problem exists with this particular matchup. He
stated that this could be the perfect dog for a retired police officer or for someone home from Iraq
and would urge the council to not rush to kill. He added that he is sure people in the community
would come forward to help with the cost to impound the Steele, alleviating the City from having
to pay for anything. Mr. Liftoff stated that he would also urge council to seek a veterinarian’s
opinion about the option of removing teeth and would recommend the use of a muzzle. He also
urged council to please consider quarantining the dog while deliberation takes place.

Chief Taylor stated that for clarification sake, nobody would take the dog due to the vicious nature
of the attack and in the past, dogs involved in similar incidents were quarantined in the home of
the owner which what was done in this case. Chief Taylor explained that he contacted Lucky
Puppies and the Humane Society and they would not hold the animal.

Deliberative session regarding dog bite at 13 Kingman Street (D&V).
Mayor Gamache closed the hearing at 7:03 pm and moved into Deliberative Session.

Adjourn.
A motion was made by Alderman Pelkey; seconded by Alderman Spooner to adjourn meeting at 7:38

pm. Vote was unanimous, 4-0.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristen Smith
Community Relations Coordinator



