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MINUTES 

ST. ALBANS CITY BELONGING, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE  

REGULAR MEETING 

ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET 

6:00 PM TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2025 

 

Approved February 4, 2025 

 

Committee Members Present: Carl Watkins, Co-Chair (Via zoom); Moira Brooks, Co-

Chair (Via Zoom); Preston Fuller (Via Zoom); Melyssa Bailey (Via Zoom); Mareesa 

Miles (Via Zoom); Anais Olshan 

 

Committee Members Absent: Vikki La Rose; 

 

City Staff present: Paul Olshan (Minute-taker); Chip Sawyer (Director of Planning and 

Development); 

 

Members of the public present: Winnie Wilkinson (Via Zoom); Scott Bushey 

 

1. C. Watkins began the meeting at 6:02 PM. 

○ C. Watkins started with introductions and kept the agenda as is. 

○ C. Watkins read the Land Acknowledgement. 

 

2. M. Bailey motioned to approve the minutes of December as presented. Seconded by 

P. Fuller. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion. 

 

3. No public comment. 

 

4. Discuss plans for Feb 8th, Community Party at Hard’ack 

○ M. Brooks sent the flyer to the Committee and asked for feedback. There was 

then a discussion on food, drinks, and services that could be donated by the local 

community and members. 

○ M. Miles recommended adding something about the “purpose” of the meeting on 

the flyer. (i.e. “meet local residents” or “introducing new residents to the 

community”) 

○ P. Fuller recommended adding bullet points about welcoming “long-term” 

residents. C. Sawyer recommended adding “Saint Albans City BEI Committee” at 

the top. 

○ There was some brainstorming over games or activities to add. M. Bailey thought 

that having the meeting at Hard’ack would make a huge impression on new 
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residents, since the location is beautiful and very accommodating. 

○ M. Brooks would send the updated flyer at the end of the meeting for review. 

○ C. Sawyer recommended appointing someone to check with everyone, making 

sure the event is coming together. M. Bailey volunteered to help coordinate 

beforehand. P. Fuller also mentioned he would support in any way he could. 

○ M. Miles and C. Watkins would be there early to set up the event. M. Bailey and 

C. Watkins would stay late to help with cleanup. A. Olshan would be in charge of 

art activities and M. Brooks would bring games that would be event-appropriate. 

○ C. Watkins would speak about what the committee is doing after introductions. 

○ M. Brooks motioned to spend up to $500 of the equity funds as refreshment 

costs for February 8th. Seconded by M. Miles. The motion passed with all in 

favor. No additional discussion. 

○ A. Olshan requested gluten free options if the Traveled Cup ended up catering the 

event. 

 

5. There were no Juneteenth updates. 

 

6. P. Fuller started discussing the Community Summit and discussion on economic and 

social status biases and the possible discussion with the Community Advisory Board of 

the Restorative Justice Center. He gave background for how this summit came to fruition 

and who the general target audience is. He asked the BEI members to attend for support. 

○ M. Miles would not be able to make the event, but she was glad to see it taking 

place. 

○ S. Bushey joined the meeting at 6:45 PM. 

 

7. C. Watkins asked for updates on other subcommittees like Movies That Matter. P. Fuller 

said that the next movie would be shown after the February event and likely after the next 

meeting. 

○ The Committee discussed asking local realtors to send out an email flyer to new 

residents. C. Watkins would bring printed flyers to the next Chamber meeting for 

the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce. 

 

8. S. Bushey discussed updates on Pride. There were no big updates so far, but there were 

some new position vacancies in case any BEI Committee members were available or 

knew anyone who would like to participate in Pride. 

○ C. Watkins asked about progress on finding a grant writer. S. Bushey has not had 

any luck with this and would continue looking into it. A. Olshan asked if Pride 

had reached out to BFA or any high schools. S. Bushey mentioned having a 

scheduled meeting coming up with Spectrum. 
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9. Other Business 

○ C. Watkins started a discussion on attendance and what to do with pregnancies, 

extended absences, and whatnot. C. Sawyer recommended communicating with 

absent members before asking the City Council if it’s needed. C. Watkins wanted 

to avoid this unless absolutely necessary. P. Fuller recommended that the Chair 

reach out to a member when absent for an extended period of time. 

 

10. Next BEI Meeting and Agenda Items 

○ The next BEI Committee meeting would be on February 4th, 2025 at 6:00. M. 

Brooks sent out the finalized list of every member’s job for the Community Party 

to finalize for the next meeting. 

 

11. Plus/Delta 

○ M. Brooks plus: She felt that the flow of the committee’s communication has 

been really great. It’s really exciting to bring an event to fruition together. M. 

Bailey agreed with this. 

○ C. Watkins mentioned he would send the flyer to the City Council and ask them 

to attend so new residents could meet their ward representative. 

 

12. C. Watkins adjourned the meeting at 7:05 PM. 


