MINUTES

ST. ALBANS CITY BELONGING, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE

REGULAR MEETING
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:00 PM TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2025

Approved March 4, 2025

Committee Members Present: Carl Watkins, Co-Chair (Via zoom); Moira Brooks, Co-
Chair (Via Zoom); Preston Fuller (Via Zoom); Melyssa Bailey (Via Zoom); Anais
Olshan (Via Zoom); Vikki La Rose (Via Zoom); Mareesa Miles (Via Zoom);

Committee Members Absent:

City Staff present: Paul Olshan (Minute-taker); Chip Sawyer (Director of Planning and
Development);

Members of the public present: Kathleen Jackson.

1.

C. Watkins began the meeting at 6:04 PM.
C. Watkins read the Land Acknowledgement and BEI Committee Values.

P. Fuller motioned to approve the minutes from 1/14/2025, as presented. Seconded
by M. Bailey. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.

o K. Jackson joined the meeting at 6:09.

o The Committee Members and Members of the Public Introduced Themselves.

C. Watkins started discussing the plans for the Feb 8th Community Party at Hard’ Ack.
He’s going to send the announcement to the Chamber of Commerce in the morning of
February 5th. M. Bailey mentioned that the conversation with Hanna Lyford at the
Traveled Cup did not get far enough to discuss the details of catering. It was not
mentioned that the BEI had voted to pay for the refreshments. C. Watkins would check in
with the Traveled Cup and move on to Catalyst Coffee Bar if that fell through.
o P. Fuller was in talks with a baker at Red House Sweets. The committee gave him
a green light if they accept an offer for refreshments and baked goods.
o The committee members briefly went over what they would be bringing for the
event, from card games to toys and games for kids.
o The BEI Committee mentioned picking up “Vermont-opoly” from Walgreens to
put out for events as a fun addition. C. Sawyer said he could use the equity funds
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to pick it up.

o P. Fuller gave an estimate of what Red House Sweets could provide (40 croissants
for around $200).

o V. LaRose joined the meeting at 6:26. She wouldn’t be able to make the event
on Saturday.

o M. Miles joined the meeting at 6:29.

5. C. Watkins decided to skip Pride and Juneteenth updates until Scott Bushey or Winnie
Wilkinson joined the meeting.

6. C .Watkins also mentioned that he wasn’t able to make it to the last Restorative Justice
Center meeting, which was in person.

7. P. Fuller gave an update on Movies That Matter. He was part of the mini summit from
last Thursday. There was a conversation with a movie Producer out of Boston who had a
new film about addiction recovery that seemed like a powerful fit for Movies That
Matter. He mentioned Melinda White being a good resource for planning this event. P.
Fuller would like to target April for the showing of the film “Recovery City.” He’d like
to approve the funding for this ahead of time so they can get together promotional
materials ready early. He also mentioned that there were a lot of people in the
community, especially organizers, who had excellent ideas for movies to show.

o C. Watkins wanted to figure out how to incorporate local organizations into this
process to make it easier on individual committee members. This would be
discussed next meeting. C. Watkins wanted to check if they could get sponsors
first before approving a budget.

o P. Fuller would reach out to Turning Point and other organizations for sponsors to
get this down early. A. Olshan mentioned that Howard Center has a substance
use-specific location in St. Albans, which could also be a resource.

o C. Sawyer recommended approving the funding to purchase the license and get
the ball rolling.

o M. Miles motioned to provide equity funding at a maximum of $500 for the
amount of money required to show “Recovery City” at the Welden for
Movies That Matter. Seconded by M. Jamieson. No additional discussion.
The motion passed with all in favor and one abstention. V. La Rose abstained
due to her unfamiliarity with the planning.

8. C. Watkins talked about the national political climate and how people view DEI, but also
how the BEI Committee will continue to operate. There was also a conversation about
how much the nation cares about diversity as a whole.

o M. Miles mentioned specifically that there are a lot of communities throughout
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the country that don’t have the conversations and do the work that the BEI does,
which leads to people not believing in these core ideas.

o There was further discussion on how to share ideas and educate the community
about issues that might be politically sensitive.
V. La Rose left the meeting at 7:19.
There was a conversation also about how the BEI Committee in St. Albans is
funded and organized differently from Federal programs.

o K. Jackson gave a brief update on the St. Albans Pride Corps and the work she’s
doing to help them organize Pride 2025.

9. The BEI Committee confirmed that the next meeting would be March 4, 2025. C. Sawyer
also confirmed that this is Town Meeting Day, but it wouldn’t impact the BEI meeting.

10. M. Miles announced that she would be stepping down from the BEI Committee. The
BEI wished her the best and commended her for the work she’s done as part of the
committee.

11. Plus/Delta
o C. Watkins commended V. La Rose for coming to the meeting as she’s
encountered lots of scheduling conflicts. But he was also sad that M. Miles would
be moving on from the meeting.
o P. Fuller was happy that K. Jackson could attend and that there are community
members interested in BEI.

12. C. Watkins adjourned the meeting at 7:37 PM.
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