MINUTES
ST. ALBANS CITY BELONGING, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:00 PM TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025

April 1, 2025

Committee Members Present: Carl Watkins, Co-Chair; Melyssa Bailey (Via Zoom);
Anais Olshan (Via Zoom); Victoria LaRose; Preston Fuller (Via Zoom); Moira Brooks,
Co-Chair (Via Zoom);

Committee Members Absent: Moira Brooks, Co-Chair (Via Zoom); Mareesa Miles (Via
Zoom);

City Staff present: Paul Olshan (Minute-taker); Chip Sawyer (Director of Planning and
Development);

Members of the public present: Kathleen Jackson; Justin Gautier; Karen Glow

1. C. Watkins began the meeting at 6:04 PM.
o BEI members and members of the public gave introductions.
o C. Watkins added a small discussion on immigration law and the community
response for later in the agenda.
o C. Watkins read the land acknowledgement and the BEI Committee Values.

N

M. Bailey motioned to approve the February minutes as presented. Seconded by V.
LaRose. The Motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.

3. M. Brooks joined the meeting at 6:08.
4. No public comment.

5. The BEI Committee discussed the recent Community Get-Together Event. C. Watkins
overall believed it was a success even with less participation, there were people talking
about it online.

o The BEI Committee discussed when to host another community get-together
event. M. Brooks brought up having a booth when the Farmer’s Market starts or
with Music in the Park on Wednesdays, which could be a good way to get the
public involved. There was a conversation about strategies to reach out to people
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for this event, like partnering with organizations and doing something for Green
Up Day, on May 3rd. C. Sawyer mentioned that there are 6 pick-up locations for
Green Up Day, and the BEI could choose one location and try to help as well as
meet new community members to hear from them.

o C. Watkins recommended coming up with a correspondence for Green Up Day
(May 3rd) for the next meeting agenda to be discussed. This could also be for the
Farmer’s Market and other events in the future.

6. C. Watkins updated the BEI on Juneteenth progress. Winnie Wilkinson has received
more funding so things are progressing positively. He also spoke to Scott about Pride
updates and they are progressing on schedule as well.

7. For Movies That Matter, P. Fuller brought up the movie “Recovery City”” which the city
now has the licensing for. This would be on Tuesday, April 29, 2025 at 6:00PM at the
Welden Theater. P. Fuller has been in communication with Erin Greely and Melinda
White who are good resources for putting together the panel. A. Olshan would connect P.
Fuller with a contact at Howard Center for resources. C. Sawyer also had resources he
would send to P. Fuller. K. Glow mentioned Pathways as a good resource as well.

o V. LaRose asked about the kinds of movies that can be shown at Movies That
Matter. She brought up the movie “Equal Standards” and a panel that she would
like to showcase for Movies That Matter in the future.

o M. Bailey brought up a documentary on Stonewall and one on the Tulsa Massacre
that could be good options for June (Pride and Juneteenth that month).

o P. Fuller would let the BEI know when there are marketing materials available so
the members can start posting advertisements.

8. C. Watkins removed the “conversation on economic and social status biases and possible
discussion with the Community Advisory Board of the Restorative Justice Center” from
the agenda.

9. V. LaRose presented her thoughts on opportunities and ideas for housing, employment,
transportation and culinary programs. She believed things needed attention and
awareness, like an outreach program with CCV (assisting students with credit and
financing), awareness on rising rent costs, credit scores for buying property, better
infrastructure for transportation (especially during the winter), protecting minorities in
the local community, the lack of a culinary program nearby, etc.

o M. Bailey gave her thoughts on facilitating a culinary program locally, and her
thoughts on how local public transportation is inefficient.

o J. Gautier left the meeting at 6:57.

o M. Brooks brought up public comment recently talking about St. Albans being a
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sanctuary for marginalized communities.

C. Sawyer left the meeting at 7:00

C. Watkins discussed ways to get an inventory of the services for financial
literacy that exist within the local community. M. Brooks brought up how NCSS
publishes a resource guide in Franklin County, and perhaps the BEI can help
make sure the community is aware of it.

o K. Glow brought up VAL (Vermont Adult Learning) as a resource to help with
this information. P. Fuller mentioned that St. Paul’s Church is upgrading their
kitchen to commercial status if space is needed for a small culinary program.

o A. Olshan updated the BEI Committee on Burlington Housing Authority
eliminating housing vouchers and the impact on the housing crisis.

o There was a conversation about encouraging the local community to participate in
Uber and Lyft so that there can be more available transportation. This could be
used to educate some of the local community for job opportunities.

J. Gautier joined the meeting at 7:16.

C. Sawyer joined the meeting at 7:17.

C. Sawyer recommended sending a letter to GMT on behalf of the St. Albans
BEI. C. Watkins would draft something. The committee also brainstormed ways
to alleviate the credit score requirement for rents in the city.

o There was then a conversation about the concept of a sanctuary city and

protections for marginalized people in the community.

A. Olshan left the meeting at 7:33.

o

10. M. Bailey said there are a lot of people in the community who are scared. Due to recent
executive orders, passports are being denied and some community members won’t be
able to leave due to federal documents being void. M. Brooks has also received feedback
and saw social media posts about this. There are a lot of new Americans and
marginalized people in Franklin County who are scared.

o M. Bailey brought up drafting something to present to the City Council. C.
Sawyer recommended putting something down in writing and let the City
Manager respond to it. M. Brooks does not want to be reactive to other
community members and wants to focus on being proactive and de-escalating
tensions throughout the community.

o C. Sawyer was clear that the city would take no action that would endanger the
federal funding that goes toward important city projects. M. Brooks believed that
gathering information and dispersing it to scared members of the community
could help to mitigate fear right now.

o C. Watkins would pull questions from the Vermont Legal Aid website. M. Bailey
would write something up to be workshopped by the committee.

o P. Fuller left the meeting at 7:49.
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11. Next meeting would be April 1, 2025.
12. V. LaRose thought this was a very productive meeting and was proud to get her voice out
to be heard. The delta was how difficult it was to hear the fears and concerns of the

community, and that some of these hard conversations need to be had. The rest of the
committee agreed.

13. C. Watkins adjourned the meeting at 7:52 PM.

Page 4 of 4



