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MEETING MINUTES 

ST. ALBANS CITY BELONGING, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE 

ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET 

6:00 PM TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026 

 

Approved April 7, 2026 

 

Committee Members Present: IN PERSON: Connor Holtkamp; Cody Hooper-Kaufmann, 

Alternate; VIA ZOOM: Carl Watkins (Co-Chair); Moira Jamieson-Brooks (Co-Chair); Preston 

Fuller; Melyssa Bailey; Anais Olshan 
 

Committee Members Absent: Victoria LaRose 
 

City Staff present: IN PERSON: Katie Haseltine (Minute-Taker); Chip Sawyer (Director of Planning 

& Development) 
 

Members of the public present: Scott Bushey (St. Albans Pride Corps) 
 

1. Begin recording and Open Meeting. C. Watkins began the meeting at 6:03 pm. 

a. Introductions - Introductions are made.  

b. Reading of Land Acknowledgement and BEI Cmte. Values - C. Watkins reads the Land 

Acknowledgement and the Values. 

c. Public Comment - None 

d. Discuss agenda order, additions and deletions 

a. C. Watkins assigns C. Hooper Kaufmann as alternate.  

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

a. Motion by M. Bailey to approve the 2/3/26 BEI Minutes, as presented. Seconded by P. 

Fuller. Motion passes with all in favor. 

 

3. Update on Pride Weekend 

a. S. Bushey shares they are all set for Movies that Matter the Tuesday prior to the event. 

They will be showing To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything! Julie Newmar. 

b. Pride Weekend is the same day as BFA Graduation this year, June 13th. S. Bushey 

acknowledges that they are still learning and working out the flow for Pride Celebration as 

this is their third year doing it. Next year, they may look towards scheduling towards the 

end of June instead of the beginning.  

c. S. Bushey adds that they are not using City Hall this year, it was booked ahead of them for 

a wedding. Instead, they will be using the Depot, which they’ve used in the past.  

d. For sponsorship fundraising, they are at about $8,000 and this time last year they were at 

about $12,000. 

e. C. Holtkamp joins the meeting at 6:11 pm. 

f. C. Watkins shares that he is on the St. Albans Pride Corps board, and notes that conflict of 

interest in any votes towards supporting the Pride Weekend event. C. Hooper-Kaufmann 

asks about information regarding what they raised last year versus what they spent. S. 

Bushey shares that they raised about $12,000 last year and spent about $8,000-$9,000. M. 
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Jamieson-Brooks asks what they might be seeking in support from the committee this year. 

S. Bushey shares that last year they received $500 from them and was hoping that maybe 

they could give $1,000. He goes onto to share what some of the expenses are. 

g. C. Sawyer shares the next BEI meeting is April 7th.  

h. C. Hooper-Holtkamp would like to see some financials ahead of making a decision. M. 

Jamieson-Brooks and C. Holtkamp agree. S. Bushey can have that information prepared by 

the next meeting. 

 

4. Discuss Initiatives 

a. Welcoming events, including directory 

a. C. Hooper-Kaufmann shared a couple new links with C. Sawyer to add to the online 

directory. 

b. Information for tenants and landlords 

a. C. Watkins will reach out to the Chamber of Commerce about their involvement, 

noting they’ve offered some support along this subject in the past.  

c. BEI logo, banner/table cloth and sandwich board 

a. C. Hooper-Kaufmann shares the drafts he has come up with. C. Watkins thought they 

all looked great. C. Hooper-Kaufmann prefers the italics. C. Watkins agrees and also 

likes the flairs. P. Fuller also agrees.  

b. Motion by M. Jamieson-Brooks to approve the logo in italicized font and the flairs 

on ether side of the word “committee”. Seconded by M. Bailey. Motion passes with 

all in favor.  

c. C. Watkins asks if C. Sawyer knows of a vendor to do a tablecloth. C. Sawyer 

explains that once they get the logo files from their vendor, they can explore what 

items they would like to print on.  

d. Movies that Matter 

a. P. Fuller shares that he and M. Bailey have been working to get the movie set. Tim, at 

the Welden, shared that the cost would be $250.  

b. P. Fuller shares that they opted to show the movie On the Basis of Sex (the Ruth Bader 

Ginsberg story) instead of Hidden Figures and the showing will be on March 17th. M. 

Bailey reminds that March is Women’s History Month and that was part of why they 

chose to do the showing this month.  

c. M. Bailey is confirming speakers for the panel and asks if M. Jamieson-Brooks is still 

interested. M. Jamieson-Brooks is and has a colleague that is also interested. M. 

Bailey would be happy to have her colleague join as well.  

d. P. Fuller asks about getting the event promoted. M. Bailey shares that the Franklin 

County Women for Democracy have a page and could create an event on social 

media. M. Jamieson Brooks shares that she has a Canva account through work and 

would be happy to help with creating material if needed. M. Bailey will let her know 

if they’d like support with that. Additionally, M. Jamieson-Brooks shares that she can 

help promote on the Voices Against Violence page once the event has been created.  

e. P. Fuller also shares that the folks who license Heightened Scrutiny got back to Tim, 

at the Welden, so they can resume planning for scheduling that showing later this 

year.  



 

Page 3 of 3 

f. C. Holtkamp had missed that communication from P. Fuller about the movie, but is 

excited to hear it is moving forward. C. Holtkamp adds that coordinating with the 

possible panel speakers hasn’t been successful so far, but will be seeing one of them at 

an upcoming meeting and hopes to connect with them about it. 

e. Transportation 

a. C. Watkins reminds that they were speaking about the volunteer driver program with 

RCT. C. Sawyer had reached out to a public relations representative with RCT and 

felt their were pretty receptive to maybe attending a meeting and talking about what 

the volunteer driver program. 

b. A. Olshan was speaking with her team at NCSS about the program and wanted to 

confirm that it was okay for her to share the BEI meeting minutes with them. C. 

Sawyer confirms it is public record and accessible to anyone.  

 

5. Discuss any equity funding requests. 

a. Motion by C. Hooper-Kaufmann to approve $250 for the March Movies that Matter (On 

the Basis of Sex). Seconded by C. Holtkamp. Motion passes with all in favor.  

b. C. Watkins reminds that next month they will discuss funding for St. Albans Pride. 

 

6. Other business 

a. C. Hooper-Kaufmann asks about V. LaRose attendance and if they should reach out. C. 

Watkins appreciates the reminder and explains they will follow up on this next month.  

 

7. Discuss next BEI Cmte. Meeting and agenda items. 

a. C. Watkins shares the next meeting will be April 7th.  

 

8. Plus/Delta. 

a. M. Bailey is glad they got a lot of stuff done tonight. 

b. C. Watkins is appreciative of doing so in record time. 

c. P. Fuller is glad they are going with the On the Basis of Sex instead of Hidden Figures.  

 

9. Adjourn. 

a. C.Watkins adjourns meeting at 6:43 pm 


