MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
ST. ALBANS CITY BELONGING, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:00 PM TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2025

Approved May 6, 2025

Committee Members Present: VIA ZOOM: Carl Watkins (Co-Chair); Preston Fuller; Melyssa
Bailey; Victoria LaRose

Committee Members Absent: Moir Jamieson-Brooks (Co-Chair); Anais Olshan

City Staff present: IN PERSON: Katie Haseltine (Minute-Taker); Chip Sawyer (Director of Planning
and Development)

Members of the public present: IN PERSON: Erik Johnson; Scott Bushey (St. Albans Pride
Corporation) ZOOM: Justin Gautier

1. Begin recording and Open Meeting. C. Watkins began the meeting at 6:02 PM.
a. Introductions.
b. Reading of Land Acknowledgement and BEI Cmte. Values - C. Watkins reads.
c. Public Comment
a. E. Johnson was invited by M. Bailey to discuss the St. Albans Guide that he and his
wife have been putting together for the past 8 years. They distributed about 8,900
guides last year, with an estimated 30-40% of those going to locals. It is also
available online at theguidevt.com.
b. C. Watkins piggybacks saying that the Chamber of Commerce also had visitors
interested in this guide, referencing couples looking to get married in the area.
d. Discuss agenda order, additions and deletions. No additions needed.

2. Approval of Minutes.

a. Motion by M. Bailey to approve the 3/4/24 BEI Minutes as presented. Seconded by P.
Fuller. No discussion. Motion passed with all in favor.

3. Pride and Juneteenth event updates.

a. S. Bushey provides some updates saying that it is definitely getting a lot more interest this
year and many more interested vendors.

b. Ben & Jerry’s is an exciting new vendor, they will be donating ice cream for the social on
Sunday as well as some funding for the event on Saturday.

¢. Movies that Matter - S. Bushey wondering if they can do a film again on the Tuesday
before Pride Weekend, June 3rd. P. Fuller would love to do that again. S. Bushey mentions
that at the top of the list is Strange World, and feels it would be a good choice for this year.
C. Sawyer asks if S. Bushey has looked into licensing. S. Bushey has not. C. Sawyer will
get in touch with the Welden Theater manager to see if they have any information on that.

d. C. Watkins entertain a motion to approve a ceiling amount towards the film. Motion by M.
Bailey to approve spending up to $500 on a movie for Pride on June 3rd. V. LaRose
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e.

seconds. Motion passes with all in favor.

C. Watkins explains that Winnie Wilkinson will not be heading the Juneteenth event in
2026, so they need to be thinking about who might want to take that over. C. Sawyer adds
that this event can be as big or as small as the organizer chooses to make it.

4. Discuss community welcoming activity ideas.

a.

b.

Green Up Day

a. C. Watkins notes that last meeting they discussed being involved in the Green Up
Day Event on May 3rd and is wondering who is interested. M. Bailey shares that
this will be her first year not working on the weekend and will be able to attend.

b. C. Sawyer explains that there will be 5-6 locations where the bags will be handed
out, it is typically done by ward. P. Fuller wonders if coffee and donuts could be a
way to draw people in as they hand out bags. C. Sawyer thinks that is a great idea.

c. C. Watkins suggests that the committee get a sign/banner to use at events like these
to identify who they are. C. Sawyer shares that Main Street Graphics could help to
design something. C. Watkins leans towards a poster versus a banner since it is not
always feasible to get that hung up. C. Watkins will work with C. Sawyer to get
that moving.

d. C. Watkins entertains approval from the board for purchasing coffee and pastries
for this event. The general consensus is that they’d like to do that.

Performing at Events / Hosting Events

a. V. LaRose shares in the zoom chat that she’d like to brainstorm how to showcase
performances like hip hop, poetic readings, spoken word, etc. She will have more
details at the next meeting.

b. C. Watkins will make sure this is added to next month’s agenda. C. Watkins asks
V. LaRose if she is comfortable getting started on an outline of an event like this.
V. LaRose would be happy to.

c. C. Watkins asks C. Sawyer what the committee’s budget is looking like. C. Sawyer
estimates around $3,000 being available, but would have to verify that. C. Watkins
believes a ceiling under $1,000 for an event like this would be appropriate.

5. Update on Movies that Matter.

a.
b.

April 27th will be the showing of Recovery City

P. Fuller asks C. Sawyer if they’ve received promotional materials for that yet. C. Sawyer
has not, but will reach out to the vendor to remind them of that.

P. Fuller is all set with people for the panel, highlighting that we have a lot of great people
in the community that can speak to addiction and recovery.

C. Watkins asks how often they had decided to do these films. P. Fuller explains that the
thought was to do every other month, but summer can be hard, so about 4-5 films/year.

C. Watkins suggests that the committee look into potential movie ideas and to bring that
for discussion next month.

6. Continue discussions from last meeting.

a.

C. Watkins recalls that last meeting there was discussion around Green Mountain Transit
(GMT) and Immigration Rules (knowing their rights).
a. M. Bailey did some research and found out that GMT is already doing some work
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towards bridging transportation gaps in communities.

b. C. Sawyer adds that there is an ongoing effort led by NMC and other local
organizations to find solutions and collaborate on micro transportation. C. Sawyer
asks if anyone is interested in sitting in on the next meeting. C. Watkins would like
to attend as a member of the BEI Committee and interested party of the Chamber
of Commerce.

¢. Connecting Commuting is the program GMT has started. V. LaRose would like to
learn ore about that. C. Sawyer will reach out to them and include C. Watkins and
M. Jamieson-Brooks on that communication.

d. V. LaRose wonders if there might be opportunity to get a small shuttle going to
transport students from the parking garage to CCV during adverse weather events.
C. Watkins thinks this is something that could be brought up if the committee
meets with the people involved with Connecting Commuting. C. Watkins also
suggests that V. LaRose discuss with her colleagues at CCV about this as well.

e. C. Watkins did put together a flyer together with information about rights in
regards to Immigration that he will share with C. Sawyer to put into the google
drive so that people can view and make edits. M. Bailey thinks it is great.

7. Other business.
a. V. LaRose would like to keep the conversation about TATU on the table. C. Watkins
suggests that V. LaRose pull together more details and bring this to the next meeting.
b. C. Watkins believes that this type of event could be intertwined with the welcoming events
the committee wants to have a consistent schedule of.

8. Discuss next BEI Cmte. Meeting and agenda items.
a. C. Sawyer shares the next meeting is on May 6th.
b. C. Watkins notes that the agenda is pretty full already, but if anyone has anything, please
email C. Sawyer so it can be added to the agenda.

9. Plus/Delta.
c. M. Bailey shares an article from the St. Albans Messenger on December 19, 2001 that
included some predictions for the following year, which included Hard ack hosting the
2006 Winter Olympics. She thought it was a fun historical fact to share.

10. Adjourn.
a. C. Watkins adjourns meeting at 7:27 PM.
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