MINUTES OF MEETING
ST. ALBANS CITY BELONGING, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:00 PM TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2025

Approved July 1, 2025

Committee Members Present: IN PERSON: Carl Watkins (Co-Chair); Anais Olshan VIA
ZOOM: Preston Fuller; Melyssa Bailey; Moira Jamieson-Brooks (Co-Chair)

Committee Members Absent: Victoria LaRose

City Staff present: IN PERSON: Katie Haseltine (Minute-Taker); Chip Sawyer (Director of Planning
and Development)

Members of the public present: IN PERSON: Scott Bushey (St. Albans Pride Corps) VIA ZOOM:
Lisa Judge; Lindsay Hunn (Ward 2 Council Member); Jan Appel

1. Begin recording and Open Meeting. C. Watkins began the meeting at 6:04 pm.
a. Introductions.

a. Lisa Judge grew up in St. Albans, lives in Swanton now. C. Watkins had invited

Lisa to this meeting as she has an idea she’d like to propose to the committee.
b. Reading of Land Acknowledgement and BEI Cmte. Values - C. Watkins reads.
c. Public Comment

a. L. Judge has an idea for a movie night that she found to be a very timely topic. The
film is called “There’s Still Tomorrow”, and it is about the woman’s suffrage
movement during the 1940s in Italy. The film is very engaging, not a documentary.
P. Fuller shared that L. Judge had suggested Monday August 18, which marks the
anniversary of the ratification for women to vote. L. Judge wonders what other
movies have been played at the Welden through the BEI Committee. P. Fuller
explains that the movies really vary but can be fiction or documentaries and
typically is followed by a 20-30 minute panel discussion. Typically the films shown
are ones that cover topics important to the community.

b. L. Judge adds that her preliminary research puts the cost around $850. C. Watkins
asks L. Judge to connect with the Welden Theater to confirm pricing and relay that
information back to P. Fuller. She will plan to do that prior to the next BEI meeting.

d. Discuss agenda order, additions and deletions. - C. Watkins notes that M. Bailey had sent
out a proposed resolution, that the City of Rutland recently passed, and was hoping that the
committee could back this and bring to the City Council for approval. C. Sawyer would
also like to discuss how agenda items are added to an upcoming meeting, and has some
ideas for that. C. Watkins will add that to the end of the agenda with “Other Business”.

2. Approval of Minutes.

a. Motion by M. Bailey to approve the 4/1/25 BEI Minutes as presented. Seconded by P.
Fuller. No discussion. Motion passed with all in favor.
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Pride and Juneteenth event updates.

a. S. Bushey notes that things are coming along well. The big struggle is sponsorship, and is
not getting as much interest as last year. So far, they have about $8,100 in
donations/sponsorships. This year there are 6 days of events including a hike at Hard’ Ack,
movie showing of Wizard of Oz, Trivia/Karaoke at The Depot, Drag Show, Parade, and
Gala.

b. C. Watkins would like to bring a suggestion before the board, noting that they had
previously proposed pitching in for the cost of the movie. Now that he is part of the St.
Albans Pride Corps (SAPC) board, C. Watkins entertains a motion from another committee
member. M. Jamieson-Brooks motions to approve $500 or the cost of the movie,
whichever is greater, to the SAPC. A. Olshan seconds. Motion passes with all in favor.

c. A. Olshan asks if NCSS is a sponsor. K. Haseltine notes that she is working on getting that
payment out, she works at NCSS and is co-chair of the agency’s Diversity & Trauma
Informed Care Committee.

Updates on initatives
a. Movies that Matter
a. Equal Standard - V. La Rose had suggested this movie, so C. Watkins suggests
tabling this until the next meeting. P. Fuller think it is a great movie.
b. J. Appel joins the meeting at 6:35 pm
b. Community welcoming activities
a. C. Watkins asks if anyone made it to Green Up Day. M. Bailey was able to and
was joined by Lindsay Hunn, Trudy Cioffi, and Mayor Tim Smith.
b. A. Olshan would like to suggest that the committee look at partnering with the
HEART program of NCSS with some of their family friendly programming.

Continue discussions from last meeting - C. Watkins tables these discussions until the next
meeting, when V. La Rose can be in attendance.

a. Transportation challenges

b. Culinary Kitchen

c. T.A.-T.U. event

d. BEI Mixers

Other business.
a. Resolution, M. Bailey

a. C. Watkins reads the resolution passed by the City of St. Albans. C. Watkins
believes this is powerful and important, and is in agreement that he would like it
brought before City Council. However, he leans towards sending an email to start
the conversation before having it come to the public.

b. C. Sawyer shares some of his thoughts, noting that a lot of what is in the resolution
passed in Rutland is in the Declaration of Inclusion that the City passed in 2022.
He goes on to add that we would need to get a sense for how the community feels.

c. M. Jamieson-Brooks wonders if anyone has ideas to gather information from the
community on their feelings. She wonders if they could use the resolution from
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Rutland to get community signatures in support of something similar for the City.

d. Additionally, M. Jamieson-Brooks wonders if City Council is the right place to
make a statement like this at this time with concerns on either side or would it be
more appropriate for the BEI Committee to publish a statement about the support
they want to provide the community. C. Watkins adds that previous discussions
had been had around compiling information already in place so that the community
can know what has already been done and put together.

e. J. Appel believes what is generating this discussion is the community desire to
have our leaders make a statement of support around all the uncertainty in the
world right now. At this time, people are starting to feel the impact of decisions
being made at the national level.

f. L. Hunn acknowledges that she is still very new to City Council, having just been
voted in and only attended 2 meetings. City Council has a small area of
jurisdiction. Personally, L. Hunn does support this and is in favor of C. Sawyer’s
suggestions about compiling already existing information.

g. M. Jamieson-Brooks is very thankful for J. Appel and. L. Hunn being in
attendance, as well as C. Sawyers suggestions because they very much want this to
be a partnership in the statements that are made.

h. P. Fuller wonders about giving this document to the Police Advisory Board to
assist in messaging about what is already in place at the St. Albans Police
Department around these issues. Additionally, P. Fuller is curious about the legal
perspective of it all, noting that was a large part of the conversation back in 2022
when the Declaration of Inclusion was passed.

i. J. Appel recalls the increased crime rates during the warmer months last summer in
the City and how recent budget cuts to assistance for people seeking housing and
support could result in a similar circumstance as last year, if not more so. However,
J. Appel does believe that the police department has been very good in their
approaches to these topics and concerns.

j. C. Sawyer wonders if these resources can be put somewhere on the website so that
people can see these and read them. Plus, they can also include contact information
so the community knows who to reach out to if any concerns arise.

k. C. Watkins suggests looking into these resources and compiling them for review at
the next meeting. M. Jamieson-Brooks suggests a small subcommittee for the next
month to pull this together. M. Bayley and P. Fuller join M. Jamieson-Brooks on
that sub-committee. C. Sawyer will help put a zoom together if needed.

b. Requesting Agenda Items, C. Sawyer

a. C. Sawyer explains the rules behind open meeting law and the need for an agenda
to be posted at least 48 hours in advance of a meeting. Chairs and co-chairs can
decide on agenda items. A good policy would be that at the end of every meeting
to compile agenda items for the next meeting. C. Watkins notes that proposed
agenda items by email with no response means they will not be included on the
agenda.

b. C. Sawyer adds that specific agenda items typically need to be posted for the
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public to know about in case they would like to be in attendance.
c. M. Jamieson-Brooks suggests having a separate email string going for agenda
items so that it is kept separate from other items.

7. Discuss next BEI Cmte. Meeting and agenda items.
a. C. Sawyer shares the next meeting is on June 3rd. M. Jamieson-Brooks asks if they should
reschedule. P. Fuller proposes June 17th. That will work for most people.

8. Plus/Delta.
b. C. Watkins loves how well we can come together and communicate.
c. P. Fuller is happy to see L. Hunn in attendance from City Council.
d. M. Jamieson-Brooks loves the positive conversations, and her delta is to get more
organized, which she is working on.
e. M. Bailey loves all the positive conversations.

9. Adjourn.
a. C. Watkins adjourns meeting at 7:29 PM.
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