MEETING MINUTES
ST. ALBANS CITY BELONGING, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:00 PM, AUGUST 5, 2025

Approved September 2, 2025

Committee Members Present: IN PERSON: Moira Jamieson-Brooks (Co-Chair); Connor
Holtkamp; Cody Hooper-Kaufmann, Alternate; VIA ZOOM: Preston Fuller; Melyssa Bailey

Committee Members Absent: Carl Watkins (Co-Chair); Victoria LaRose; Anais Olshan

City Staff present: IN PERSON: Katie Haseltine (Minute-Taker); Chip Sawyer (Director Planning &
Development)

Members of the public present:

1. Begin recording and Open Meeting. M.Jamieson-Brooks began the meeting at 6:01 pm.
a. Introductions - There are two new BEI members, so introductions are made.
b. Reading of Land Acknowledgement and BEI Cmte. Values - M. Jamieson-Brooks reads
the Land Acknowledgement and P. Fuller reads the Values.
c. Public Comment - None.
d. Discuss agenda order, additions and deletions - None.

2. Approval of Minutes.
a. Motion by M. Bailey to approve the 7/1/25 BEI Minutes as presented. Seconded by P.
Fuller. No discussion. Minutes are approved.

3. Updates on Initiatives
a. Movies that Matter

a. P. Fuller does not have anything on the books right now, and is open to ideas and
suggestions. He would like to have at least one this fall season.

b. M. Jamieson-Brooks shares that October is Domestic Violence Awareness month and
thinks that Voices Against Violence would be more than happy to partner with that
initiative. P. Fuller is very excited about that.

c. C. Hooper-Kaufmann saw that the Welden Theater is showing No Other Land and
thought it was a Movies that Matter film, and while it isn’t, still wanted to highlight
that it would be a great film to go see.

d. C. Holtkamp also shares a recently released movie Heightened Scrutiny as a potential
film. It is a documentary about Chase Strangio, a civil rights lawyer battling against
anti-trans laws intertwined with exposing media narratives impacting public
perception of transgender rights.

e. M. Jamieson-Brooks recalls P. Fuller seeking some help from committee members in
coordinating these film showings. P. Fuller doesn’t mind attending the showings, but
is open to support with arranging representatives for discussions that follow the film.

f. M. Jamieson-Brooks suggests that committee members brainstorm some thoughts
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around ideas/themes that are culturally important to them or to the City.
b. Community Welcoming Activities

a. M. Jamieson-Brooks recalls the committee wanting to do something at Spooky
Saturday and asks C. Sawyer if she should reach out to Arleigh Young about that. C.
Sawyer confirms and believes that event will be held Saturday October 25th. M.
Jamieson-Brooks asks if anyone is interested taking that on. C. Hooper-Kaufmann and
C. Holtkamp would be interested in spearheading that. M. Jamieson-Brooks will email
Arleigh Young about the BEI having a spot during the event and communicate with
C. Hooper-Kaufmann and C. Holtkamp directly via email.

b. P. Fuller suggests setting up around the fountain for the Witch’s Dance because that
typically draws a big crowd. C. Hooper-Kaufmann isn’t sure about drawing from the
attention of that. C. Sawyer wouldn’t worry about that, as there are often other
vendors in that area as well.

c. Other Events

a. Montreal Pride this Sunday - C. Holtkamp shares he is going and wanted to invite
anyone interested to carpool with him. M. Bailey may be interested.

b. Burlington Pride - M. Jamieson-Brooks asks if there has been any thought of Franklin
County having representation at the event. P. Fuller notes that the deadline to be in the
parade has passed. C. Holtkamp wonders if Scott Bushey (St. Albans Pride Corps) is
attending. M. Jamieson-Brooks has a meeting with him next week and can ask.

4. Continue discussions from last meeting
a. Declaration of Inclusion - City Council Agenda Discussion

a. M. Jamieson-Brooks recalls that C. Watkins was going to try and get on the agenda
for City Council’s next meeting regarding the Declaration of Inclusion.

b. C. Sawyer shares that he and C. Watkins did briefly discuss this.

c. C. Hooper-Kaufmann recalls P. Fuller having some strong feelings about this
conversation. P. Fuller asks C. Sawyer for some more details on why the City
doesn’t want to repost.

d. C. Sawyer strongly suggests that the committee work to get on the City Council
agenda to discuss these concerns, noting it can be a touchy subject. M. Bailey
acknowledges that it being a touchy subject is exactly the reason it needs to be
discussed. C. Sawyer suggests that any process with the City Council is
collaborative and results in something that both the BEI and Council feel
ownership of.

e. C. Holtkamp feels this is something that should be revisited each year by City
Council as well as an ongoing conversation with the BEI Committee.

5. Other business
a. The internet briefly went out at 6:30 pm and some conversation was missed. Internet

resumed at 6:39 pm.
b. Juneteenth - C. Hooper-Kaufmann recalls a conversation regarding that event being taken
over by St. Albans Pride Corps and was wondering if there was more information on that.

M. Jamieson-Brooks shares that C. Watkins would be the one with more information on
that. However, since M. Jamieson-Brooks is meeting with Scott Bushey next week, she

Page 2 of 3



could check-in with him on that.

a. C. Hooper-Kaufmann shares that there was some questionable behavior from

one Pride Corps member in the past and was concerned about future funding
support by the BEI for the event. However, that member has now moved out of
state. Further discussion is had around these concerns, so C. Sawyer suggests
that a 3-person subcommittee be formed that can meet with the St. Albans Pride
Corps to dive deeper into these concerns outside of the public setting. Anything
that needs to be brought to the full committee can be added to the agenda when
necessary.

. M. Jamieson-Brooks will see if she can facilitate a meeting with Scott Bushey

(President of St. Albans Pride Corps), C. Hooper-Kaufmann, and C. Holtkamp.

. C. Hooper-Kaufmann asks if this was inappropriate to bring up. C. Sawyer and

M. Jamieson-Brooks don’t believe it was wrong, but that it is important to be
mindful of sensitive conversations on public record. C. Sawyer wonders if there
should be a process by which a concern can be shared with co-chairs privately
before being put on the agenda.

. M. Jamieson-Brooks also suggests creating some guidelines for vetting

concerns with organizations when the committee decides to spend their funding.

6. Discuss next BEI Cmte. Meeting and agenda items.
a. C. Sawyer shares that the next meeting would be September 2nd, the day after Labor Day.

7. Plus/Delta.

a. P. Fuller is thankful for our new members and all the talent they will both bring to the

table.

b. M. Jamieson-Brooks is excited about new members and misses C. Watkins and A. Olshan.

c. M. Bailey is also happy to see new members.

8. Adjourn.

a. M. Jamieson-Brooks adjourns meeting at 6:52 pm
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