MINUTES
ST. ALBANS CLIMATE AND ENERGY COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:00 PM TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2026

DRAFT

Committee Members Present: Laura Isham, Co-Chair; Alex Furst, Co-Chair; Brittany
Patterson; Alexander Bobella; Janet Johnson

Committee Members Absent: Jenna Pacitto; Megan Browning; Janet Johnson

City Staff present: Paul Olshan, Minute Taker;

Members of the public present: Nora Brown, Regional Planner at NRPC (Via Zoom);
Marlena Valenta, Climate Planner at NRPC (Via Zoom)

1. L. Isham called the meeting to order at 6:04.

o No public comment.

2. B. Patterson adjusted the minutes to say she attended via Zoom as opposed to in person.
A. Bobella motioned to approve the minutes with that adjustment. Seconded by A.
First. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.

3. Plan Priorities and Reports

o No updates on Resilience in Extreme Weather, Natural Solutions, and Climate-
Resilient Infrastructure.

o M. Valenta brought up a state project by Debby New, adding a geothermal system to
a building, and advised the committee to look into how the process happens.

o L. Isham brought up the Energy Plan presentation to the Planning Commission. Her
and M. Valenta discussed some suggestions from the Planning Commission, like
consistency with the name of the city, as well as some ways to link details from both
the City Plan and the Energy Plan for adoption in the future.

o N. Brown updated the committee members on the GROW grant. The grant required
the link to a Google Group or website. B. Patterson brought up the committee having
a Google Group which is used to send out the newsletter, but she would work on
getting the details of this to the rest of the committee.

© J. Johnson joined the meeting at 6:16.

o J. Johnson filled the committee in on what the GROW grant is. The windowdressers
build was underfunded because of how many of the window inserts were specially
rated. This grant would be around $4,000 and would be used to fundraise for



windowdressers in the future.

o A. First brought up Town Meeting Day. He was there from 7-9:30. Only about 2-3
people talked to him. J. Johnson used this Town Meeting Day appearance to submit
for the grant application.

o The committee discussed whether the Maple Festival could be an option to set up a
table for awareness. But the city might want them to appear for the whole day, which
might not be an option.

o N. Brown brought up another grant that could be applied for in the fall. L. Isham
wondered if the MERP Grant could be used for a banner at the volunteer fair and for
other events. M. Valenta suggested the committee ask the city about a banner. B.
Patterson would ask city staff for recommendations.

o The committee then discussed some volunteer roles for the 2026 Window Dressers
build. N. Brown said that they would like a higher percentage of full cost payers this
year than the 20% from last year. J. Johnson thought the flyer for 2026 was very
charming. The committee was excited for this event to continue picking up steam in
2026.

o M. Valenta suggested the committee start reaching out to groups like Third Act to
prepare for Window Dressers 2026.

o B. Patterson volunteered to be the outreach coordinator for 2026. A. Bobella offered
to help.

o J. Johnson wanted everyone on the committee for the next meeting to explore
which locations might be the best for the 2026 Window Dressers builds.

o L. Isham would ask Chip Sawyer about using the auditorium for the builds.

o N. Brown wanted the committee to start assigning roles for volunteers. This would be
sent out on the newsletter and posted in the respected groups. A. Bobella brought up a
QR code or canvassing for volunteers. B. Patterson would explore options for sign-
ups. A. Bobella wondered if there were some organizations nearby that could help
with reaching out to community members for Window Dressers. A. Bobella would
investigate through his own organization’s Field Director.

o M. Valenta would reach out to the editor at the St. Albans Messenger for outreach.

4. Other Business

o L. Isham asked whether the categories on the agendas should be updated and whether
they are still helpful. B. Patterson asked about how the committee would move
forward when the Energy Plan is approved. M. Valenta recommended having this
conversation with Chip Sawyer or the City Council for some direction or awareness
of other projects when the plan is approved. A. Bobella said he would try to attend
City Council meetings as an Energy and Climate Committee liaison. B. Patterson also
brought up a community engagement effort to see what the community would like
them to work on. A. Bobella appreciated having all of the projects as bullet points on
the agenda so he can catch up on what had been done or was being worked on. But



the committee agreed they should be revised.
o There was a brief discussion on Open Meeting Laws and how to communicate and
send material outside of meetings.
o A. Furst would not be at the next meeting.
5. J. Johnson had some updates on city transportation at a mayor’s meeting. They would like
public transportation that brought people from the middle of town to Hard’ Ack.
6. B. Patterson motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by A. Furst. The motion
passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.
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