MINUTES
ST. ALBANS CLIMATE AND ENERGY COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:00 PM TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2026

DRAFT

Committee Members Present: Laura [sham, Co-Chair; Brittany Patterson; Alexander
Bobella; Janet Johnson; Megan Browning

Committee Members Absent: Jenna Pacitto; Alex Furst, Co-Chair

City Staff present: Paul Olshan, Minute Taker;
Members of the public present: Nora Brown, Regional Planner at NRPC;

1. L. Isham called the meeting to order at 6:08.

o No public comment.

o J. Johnson and M. Browning’s names were switched in the March minutes; this
needed to be edited. The committee also wanted to change the verbiage to
“specially rated (lower payment than the cost of the window inserts).” A. Bobella
motioned to approve the minutes with these proposed changes. Seconded by J.
Johnson. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.

2. Resilience in Extreme Weather.

o M. Browning brought up the idea of a “Resiliency Hub” from the Community
Resiliency Organization and how that might differ from city resiliency plans. N.
Brown confirmed that there is a city resiliency plan, which is on the city website. M.
Browning said that these “toolkits” for community resilience were built from
experience in natural disasters and from what communities learned going through
them.

3. Geothermal and Thermal Networks - No updates.
4. Climate Resilient and Energy Efficient Infrastructure

o L. Isham brought up some updates from Windowdressers. The space in City Hall has
been reserved for the next Windowdressers event. The MERP Mini-Grant was
partially used for this.

o M. Browning updated the committee on the Grow Grant and how they wanted to meet
with her. N. Brown asked for their contact information. M. Browning would talk to
them on the phone.

o B. Patterson brought up banner creation with city staff. This could be paid for by the



MERP Mini-Grant before the June 30th expiration date.

o N. Brown and Marlena Valenta did some brainstorming and planning for
Windowdressers this year. Now is the time to make the big push for involvement.
They would like a volunteer coordinator and a measuring coordinator assigned today.
N. Brown made a volunteer interest form that would be associated with a Google
Drive, with only edit permissions by certain NRPC Staff to avoid violating open
meeting laws.

o J. Johnson volunteered to help coordinate. N. Brown would follow up. A. Bobella
volunteered to help J. Johnson with coordinating volunteers for Windowdressers.

o B. Patterson volunteered to work on social media and outreach. M. Browning would
help with this, too.

o A. Bobella asked about the geographic focus of Windowdressers. N. Brown

confirmed this is for Franklin County.

L. Isham brought up some other avenues of gaining publicity for Windowdressers.

L. Isham volunteered to be the food coordinator.

A. Furst was assigned as the measuring coordinator.

N. Brown reminded the committee that measuring training was coming up on May

19th, 2026. She would also send the committee members a link to the drive so they

could access materials.

o J. Johnson motioned to spend some of the MERP-Mini Grant money on a
banner that has the committee name on it to be used at tables for other activities.
Seconded by B. Patterson. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional
discussion.

o J. Johnson asked about how many volunteers would be needed for an estimated 250
window inserts. M. Browning said last year they had 33, and N. Brown recommended
double that number. The target for builds was 325 for 2026.

o M. Browning reminded the Committee of the $100 Rebate offered by Efficiency
Vermont.

o O O O

o A. Bobella mentioned being at the State Council Meeting last week, specifically
mentioning a discussion about the new water tower and its efficiency. It seemed like
there was some room for involvement from the Climate and Energy Committee.
There was also a discussion on untangling the sewer and stormwater systems coming
up. A. Bobella wanted to ensure the city's energy plan and goals were in alignment
with the work being performed.

o B. Patterson wondered if the Water Treatment Plant would be open to a tour for local
residents or students. A. Bobella brought up legislation in the Vermont House on
discounts for plug-in solar panels, which should be discussed by the committee in the
future if it passes. B. Patterson thought of introducing these panels with a community
meeting. A. Bobella would put together a press release for a future meeting.

5. Transportation Innovation.



o A. Bobella spoke to someone recently with an EV who charges in Swanton, but
electricity prices have risen 30% there, so it might be something to discuss for people
looking for chargers locally. N. Brown brought up submitting a survey to the NEVI
program for new charger consideration.

6. Natural Solutions - No Updates
7. Climate Conscious Community and Governance.

o M. Browning already gave the Grow Grant update.

o L. Isham brought up the Energy Action Plan and some suggested edits by the
Planning Commission.

o N. Brown brought up the proposed edits, like references to the City Plan and some
clerical changes like the spelling of St. Albans.

o A. Bobella motioned to approve the Energy Plan with all the edits as provided by
C. Sawyer. Seconded by M. Browning. The motion passed with all in favor. No
additional discussion.

8. B. Patterson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:18. Seconded by J. Johnson. The
motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.
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