
MINUTES 
ST. ALBANS CLIMATE AND ENERGY COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET 

6:00 PM TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2026 
 

DRAFT 
 

Committee Members Present: Laura Isham, Co-Chair; Brittany Patterson; Alexander 
Bobella; Jenna Pacitto (Via Zoom); Megan Browning; 
 
Committee Members Absent: Janet Johnson; Alex Furst, Co-Chair; 
 
City Staff present: Paul Olshan, Minute Taker;  
 
Members of the public present: Marlena Valenta 

 
1.​L. Isham called the meeting to order at 6:12. 

○​There would be no approval of minutes since they were not sent before the meeting. 
○​No public comment. 

2.​A. Bobella brought up attending the BEI Committee and the discussion about loud engines 
throughout town. This was clearly distinct from normal engine noises. 

○​The BEI drafted a letter about the nuisance of the loudly modified engines. 
○​B. Patterson offered to help add some verbiage about the inefficiency and pollutants 

of a revving engine. M. Browning looked this information up on the EPA website. 
The EPA was looking to stop the installation and production of aftermarket exhaust 
devices, since they deposit several hundred thousand tons of particulate matter into 
the atmosphere. The committee agreed these were demonstrably bad for the 
environment. 

○​The committee agreed to add an addendum to their letter. 
○​A. Bobella motioned to draft that addition, which would then get sent to the BEI 

for addition to their letter. Seconded by M. Browning. The motion passed with 
all in favor. L. Isham drafted up a sentence to add as an addendum to the BEI 
letter. 

■​The Climate and Energy Committee would like to encourage the City 
Council to consider the BEI committee’s statement about revving engines. 
We believe that this is a pollution, noise pollution, and quality of life issue. 

○​L. Isham said she would not be able to attend the August meeting. 
3.​Climate Conscience and Community Governance - No updates. 
4.​Window Dressers Schedule 



○​M. Valenta discussed the table being at the Rotary Club, as well as a few other events. 
There was a brief discussion on who would be available that Tuesday to staff the 
table. 

5.​Window Dressers Progress and Feedback 
○​Current progress was 172 out of 250. M. Valenta specified that they were still looking 

for 80 more participants in the build. A. Bobella brought up getting in touch with 
Beebee Potter, who works with Third Act locally. B. Patterson would reshare this 
information on social media. 

○​M. Browning presented a grant that required signing. Kristen Smith would need to 
sign and approve the grant since she coordinates the finances of the city. 

○​B. Patterson asked about what to do if they are given physical checks. M. Valenta said 
to send them to Window Dressers in Maine; there was a specific address listed. 

○​A. Bobella wanted to help with measurements but would have an unpredictable 
schedule until November. 

○​L. Isham brought up the MERP Mini Grant being used to pay for window inserts as 
well. There was a confirmation that grants and nonprofits do not qualify for special 
rates for Window Dressers. The committee discussed the St. Albans Museum being 
closed for half of the year due to it being so cold and drafty. Vermont also has many 
old and poorly insulated school buildings that could use assistance. 

○​L. Isham brought up some feedback from the GROW Grant on getting the community 
more involved. M. Valenta gave an update on how the NRPC is interacting with 
communities and how valuable it is to work with a committee for events like Window 
Dressers. 

○​B. Patterson brought up trying to see if any environmental classes for kids at BFA 
would be interested in participating in the measurements. Perhaps the GROW Grant 
could be used to pay someone to help with measurements too. A. Bobella gave some 
additional methods of getting community involvement for Window Dressers, like 
sending something out with the mayor’s letter, or talking to Third Act about it. He 
advised strategizing for the next build. 

○​A. Bobella brought up how frustrated he was that the committee was not a part of the 
DFA plan with the city council. 

○​A. Bobella motioned that, by the end of the calendar year, a strategic plan should 
be put together by the committee for the next Window Dressers build. Seconded 
by M. Browning. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion. 

○​M. Valenta left the meeting at 7:23 
6.​Other Program Updates 

○​M. Browning updated the committee on Vermont Gas helping to seal her house after 8 
months. 

○​M. Browning mentioned there was a new bus stop added in the city after she 
requested this from the Mayor. 



○​B. Patterson said the banner was finished and she would be picking it up tomorrow. 
This would be billed to the city through the MERP Mini Grant. 

○​A. Bobella briefly discussed the DFA closing and his frustration with the situation. 
○​A. Bobella would draft a small strategic Window Dressers plan for next meeting to 

start the discussion. 
7.​B. Patterson motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by M. Browning. The motion 

passed with all in favor. No additional discussion. 
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