MINUTES
ST. ALBANS DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:30 PM, MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2026

APPROVED 4.27.26

Members of the Board Present: IN PERSON: Stephen Poston, Chair; John Morrie; Molly Rand

Members of the Board Absent: Caleb Menard, Vice Chair; Andrew Ede

Members of City Staff Present: Sara Bennett, Property Services Manager; Katie Haseltine, Minute Taker

Members of the Public Present: Kate Blouin (Hope Grove Recovery); Jason Savoy (KnightVT); Dan Goltzman (Daniel
Goltzman Design & Development) VIA ZOOM: Sue Cobb

A. Begin Recording and Call to Order - S. Poston called the meeting to order at 6:37 PM
1. Pledge of Allegiance - M. Rand led the pledge of allegiance.
2. Assign Alternates (as necessary) - None.
3. Consider any additions or deletions to agenda - None.
B. Design Review - Consideration of the following applications:
1. DAB Case 2026-002 Design Review / Hope Grove Recovery / 296 South Main Street / Parcel
26079296. Design Review for a new accessible ramp on the front. This property is located in the B2
Transitional Business District and the DR-4 Gateway Design Review District.
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a. S. Poston opens the case and K. Blouin introduces herself as the Executive Director of Hope Grove

Recovery, J. Savoy introduces himself as the owner of the property, and D. Goltzman introduces
himself as the architect on the project. On zoom, S. Cobb shares that she is the project
management consultant. S. Poston indicates that he has a personal connection to a person who
serves on the board for Hope Grove and will potentially abstain from voting if C. Menard attends
the meeting. He adds that he will not provide any support to the case review.

. K. Blouin briefly explains that they are looking to add a ramp to the front of the existing house,

infill an existing overhead door with exterior wall and a door, add a fence at property boundaries
and add three parking spaces. M. Rand asks if the ramp and fence will be matching. D. Goltzman
confirms and notes they were previously looking at a different location for the ramp, but the site
configuration limits their option to what is presented.

. ‘M. Rand asks about the plan to fill in the overhead and man doors. D. Goltzman explains that the

Hope Grove program needs controlled access, so removing and closing off the overhead door by
infilling the wall to match the existing building is being proposed.

.M. Rand explains that the board has set a precedent for other ramps they’ve approved, with

recommendations to install railings between posts on porches where wheelchairs could potentially
fall off. J. Morrie echoes M. Rand’s remarks about safety considerations for accessible ramps. D.
Goltzman is hesitant to that suggestion given the need to preserve the historic nature of the
house. K. Blouin explains that they did not have to go through the historic registry, so she doesn’t
believe it is a concern. D. Goltzman hopes they can make those accommodations then.

. J. Morrie asks about the sidewalk that heads towards the veterinary building. K. Blouin would like

to take it out, noting it is a bit confusing and isn’t that aesthetically pleasing, so thought it could
become more lawn space.

D. Goltzman presents the intended material of pressure treated wood and white paint to match
the exterior of the house currently.

. J. Morrie motions to approve Case 2026-002 which involves installing a handicap ramp, infilling

the existing overhead door with an exterior wall to match the existing building, adding a fence
to the property boundaries, and adding three parking spaces. Additionally, he highly
recommends that railings be added on the porch at the top of the ramp and to remove the




concrete walkway that moves southward toward the veterinary clinic. M. Rand seconds. Motion
passes with all in favor.

J. Morrie asks S. Bennett about the fencing requirement. S. Bennett explains that when they
permit it, they will be required to note how far off the property line it is and it will need to be
signed off on by the abutting neighbor because it is a shared property line. S. Bennett asks the
applicant to note how tall the fence and if it is picket. D. Goltzman confirms it will be a picket fence
and have a height of 6. S. Bennett provides further clarification that the fence would need to come
down to 4.5’ in the front setback if it is vinyl or stockade. However, if it is a picket fence with slots,
it can stay at a 6" height.

J. Morrie asks what Hope Grove Recovery is. K. Blouin explains that it is a recovery home for
women in long term recovery.

C. Other Business
1. Sign Updates
a. S. Bennett shares that she hopes to have a sign update next month.
2. Enforcement Updates
a. S. Bennett shares that from their recommendation at the last meeting, Stewart’s shop did update

their plan and it was approved by the DRB.

3. Approve Meeting Minutes
a. February 23, 2026

i. S. Poston tables minute approval to next month as not everyone is present.

4. Confirm next meeting date: Monday April 27, 2026 - S. Poston confirms next meeting.

5. Other

a. S. Poston re-visits the conversation from last month to bring J. Morrie up to speed. A. Ede had

proposed an idea of shifting the board’s focus to only commercial properties and away from
residential. J. Morrie read that in the minutes, noted he didn’t entirely agree, and was interested in
continuing the conversation. M. Rand wonders if shifts could be made to require review for any
home over a certain age, but newer properties can be exempt from the review. S. Poston would
like to keep this conversation going and hopefully C. Sawyer can join a meeting soon.

D. Public Comment - None.
E. Adjourn - S. Poston adjourns the meeting at 7:07 PM
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