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ST. ALBANS CITY DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD
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ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NO. MAIN ST.
 6:30 PM MONDAY, JUNE 26, 2017
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Board Members Present:
Katy Collin, Chair
Evan Champagne
John Morrie
Stephen Poston
KarenMarie Peltier

Staff Present:
Dave Southwick, Planning & Permitting Administrator
Chip Sawyer, Director of Planning & Development

Public Present:
See Sign-in Sheet

A. Open Meeting – Chair K.Collin opened the meeting at 6:31 PM.
1. Consider any additions or deletions to agenda.
D.Southwick reported that the 86 No. Main St. application would not be presented tonight.  Also that he would like some assistance with the Twigg’s application later in the meeting.

B. Design Review – Consideration of the following applications:

1. 72 North Main Street / Parcel 23063072 The applicant seeks a favorable recommendation for a new sign and new façade paint scheme. This property is located in the (B1) Business 1 District, the (DR-1) Traditional Design Review District and the St. Albans Historical Downtown District.

D.Southwick introduced and described the application.  He “walked” the Board through the application photos and detail pictures.  He specified that the sign in the materials was also part of the request.

The applicant introduced herself.

E.Champagne asked about rot and damage in the pictures, and the applicant said that repairs were planned.  S.Poston noted that the application included “minor repair.”

The applicant described the sign as ¾” thick wood letters to be reused from a previous sign.  When asked, the applicant stated that she did not plan to change the colors of the sign.

E.Champagne asked that a primer be used, so that knots do not show through the paint.

Motion by K.Peltier to approve the application as presented.  Second by J.Morrie and approved with all in favor.

2. 34 South Main Street / Parcel 26279003 The applicant seeks a favorable recommendation for the installation of an exhaust vent for a coffee roaster machine. This property is located in the (B1) Business 1 District, the (DR-1) Traditional Design Review District and the St. Albans Historical Downtown District.

The applicant, E.Woods introduced himself and explained that he had newly purchased the location.

At K.Peltier’s question, E.Woods stated that he had not already installed the ventilation.

E.Woods explained his application and his desire for passers-by to be able to see the coffee roaster through his window.  He disclosed that the area to be altered already included an old AC unit and speakers, which would all be removed.

E.Woods stated that he would paint-match the boxing around the new vent.  E.Champagne and J.Morrie recommended that the boxing be MDO.

S.Poston asked that the vent be installed in such a way that it could easily be taken down in the future, if able.

Motion by K.Peltier to approve the application with the contingencies that MDO be used for the exterior boxing and that the exterior be painted to match the building.  Second by S.Poston and approved with all in favor.

3. 27 Church Street / Parcel 14021027 The applicant seeks a favorable recommendation for the installation of a gate and fence on the existing porte cochere. This property is located in the (B1) Business 1 District, the (DR-1) Traditional Design Review District and the St. Albans Historical Downtown District.

The applicants introduced themselves, P.Kane, P.Newton, and W.Smith.  

D.Southwick explained the application.

When asked, P.Newton said that the gold color was painted on.

At S.Poston’s question, P.Newton stated that he would cement the gate into the ground and attach to the brick with wedge anchors.

When asked about future lighting, P.Newton said that some lights in the back might be needed to shine on a corner that would still be accessible.  W.Smith said that the light would be tucked up behind the arch in the back of the church.

E.Champagne asked if the gate would be mounted in the center of the arch.  He was concerned about the gate being damaged by hitting the brick if it is opened more than 90 degrees.  The Board advised the applicants to install so as to avoid that.

Motion by E.Champagne to approve the application as presented with the contingency that any fastening to the masonry be made in the mortar joints, if possible, and that any lights installed be located that they can’t be seen from Church St.  Second by K.Peltier and approved with all in favor.

4. 50 Kingman Street / Parcel 23048050 The applicant seeks a favorable recommendation for a new façade paint scheme. This property is located in the (B1) Business 1 District, the (DR-1) Traditional Design Review District and the St. Albans Historical Downtown District.
		
D.Southwick introduced and described the application.  He stated that it was proposed for the Federal and Kingman street frontages and not the alley.

Applicant P.Poquette presented more visuals and stated that the stated colors were all from the historical catalog of the paint dealer.  

When asked, P.Poquette stated that the porches in the alleyway were last painted “a couple years ago.”

When asked what color would be under the “Karib” sign in the visuals, P.Poquette said that it would still be red.

K.Peltier stated that she didn’t like the green trim on the first story, as presented in the visuals.  K.Collin agreed and said that the same beige color use elsewhere in the visuals would “flow better.”

J.Morrie and E.Champagne said that they did not mind the third color.

S.Poston wondered if there was historical precedent for the green material being a third color.

K.Collin and K.Peltier said that a darker tan used up top could also be used on the bottom in place of the green.

There was a question as to whether the ornamental keystone symbols in the roof cornice would be painted over.

J.Morrie asked about the roof above the Karib sign in the visuals.  P.Poquette answered that the shake roof would be replaced with asphalt shingles.

J.Morrie asked about the faux railing above the Karib sign.  P.Poquette could not recall what that was made out of.

When asked, P.Poquette said that the Karib sign currently was vertical wooden board, and the brick around it was painted red.

D.Southwick stated that the current owner of Durty Nelly’s had proposed a new sign that would cover the area with the Karib sign in the visuals.

J.Morrie requested that all of the heater vents in the wall be painted.  He also asked about the awning in the plans.

Motion by K.Peltier to table the application with a request that more details be presented that address the concerns and questions of the Board.  Second by S.Poston and approved with all in favor.

5. 86 North Main Street / Parcel 23063086 The applicant seeks a favorable recommendation for a new façade paint scheme. This property is located in the (B1) Business 1 District, the (DR-1) Traditional Design Review District and the St. Albans Historical Downtown District.

This application was not presented at this meeting.

C. Other Business

1. Approve minutes

Motion by S.Poston to approve the minutes of May 22, 2017, with a typographical correction.  Second by J.Morrie and approved with all in favor, except K.Collin and E.Champagne abstaining.

2. Organizational Meeting

Motion by J.Morrie to appoint KarenMarie Peltier as Chair and Evan Champagne as Vice Chair.  Second by S.Poston and approved with all in favor.

3. Other

K.Collin asked what the status of the Dana’s Barbershop awning was.  D.Southwick said that the proposed solution did not work, and the City was working with him on a new solution.

When asked, D.Southwick said that Mimmo’s and Eastern Dragon window signs were not in violation of the 25% coverage rule, but that he was in discussions with Build A Bagel about their unpermitted window sign.

D.Southwick asked for the Board’s advice on lights that had been installed on the Twigg’s façade.  There were comments that the lights under the bay window were crowding the detail in that location.

Motion by K.Peltier to allow D.Southwick to approve the lights at 28 No. Main St. Twigg’s, with the conditions that the location of the single light fixture over the smaller awning is fine.  The other two lights shall be moved farther from each other to where the larger awning begins to curve into the building.  The holes created by moving the two lights shall be filled with color-matched caulking or color-matched mortar.  The conduit shall be painted to match the background behind it.  Second by J.Morrie and approved with all in favor.

4. Confirm next meeting date: July 24, 2017 6:30 pm

D. Public Comment

There was none.

Motion by Stephen to adjourn at 8:22 PM.  Second by K.Peltier and approved with all in favor.


Respectfully Submitted,
Chip Sawyer, Minute Taker
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