MINUTES
ST. ALBANS CLIMATE AND ENERGY COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:00 PM TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2025

DRAFT

Committee Members Present: Laura Isham, Co-Chair; Alex Furst Co-Chair; Janet
Johnson; Megan Browning;

Committee Members Absent: Elizabeth Spier; Jenna Pacitto; Susan Knightes, Alternate

City Staff present: Paul Olshan, Minute Taker
Members of the public present: Marlena Valenta, NRPC Energy and Climate Planner

1. L. Isham called the meeting to order at 6:05.

o There was a conversation about members stepping down and being replaced with new
ones.

© No Public Comment.

o A. Furst went through the EV survey results and what the public had mentioned about
owning an EV. This included what people thought about existing EV infrastructure in
St. Albans, whether they owned a gas car too, and how they felt about owning them.

o Marlena Valenta asked to view the results. A. Furst would send the survey results to
all meeting members for review. L. Isham mentioned certain grants for EV chargers
that the committee tried to get in the past. M. Valenta said there’s currently funding
available for workplace charging.

o A. Furst motioned to approve the July 15 Minutes with the edit that J. Johnson
did not attend the meeting. This was a typo and she was absent. Also, J. Pacitto’s
name was spelled incorrectly, the minutes would be updated accordingly.
Seconded by M. Browning. The motion passed with all but J. Johnson in favor,
who abstained.

2. Plan Priorities and Activities

o Resilience in Extreme Weather. No updates or topics to bring up.

o M. Valenta mentioned that Tim (a Vermont Gas representative) would not be able to
make the next meeting in person but could Zoom into the meeting in October. The
Committee agreed that this would be to share information, and to discuss community
input on their proposals. M. Valenta advised that no preparatory work would need to
be done, it could be an informal conversation.



o J. Johnson motioned to invite Tim Perrin from Vermont Gas to the October
Meeting for a discussion on future plans and committee input. Seconded by A.
Furst. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.

o Window Dressers. M. Valenta presented the details for the Window Dressers event
this year. There was a brief discussion on sending flyers and emails to people
interested in helping. Preston Fuller of the Methodist Church was prepared to host the
event in their building.

m M. Valenta introduced the Window Dressers software “WDMeasurer” and
how to download/run it. The ideal setup would be one person taking
measurements and the other person inputting them into the software. Name,
email, phone and address is required.

m She demonstrated how to input window measurements through the
software, including how to label window names, input measurements, and
submit them without a Wi-Fi connection.

m M. Browning said that she would forget a lot of this information and
wondered about a measuring “cheat sheet.” M. Valenta would write
something up for new people participating to reference.

m A. Furst asked about how many people were signed up as of now.

m J. Johnson specified that there is a need to recruit people to order windows
and to recruit people to build the window dressers themselves.

m The Window Dressers organization does have flyers and materials that can
be used for promotion. L. Isham would reach out and ask about how to use
the MINI-MERP Grant for flyer printing.

o J. Johnson motioned to give L. Isham the power to spend money from the $4,000
MINI-MERP grant to print materials promoting the Window Dressers Event.
Seconded by A. Furst. The motion passed with all in favor. No additional
discussion.

o M. Browning mentioned that there should be two different flyers, one for volunteers
and one for whoever needs an insert. The committee also discussed how many flyers
should be printed. A. Furst estimated 150 flyers.

o Measurements need to be completed a month before the building starts. (October 13,
2025)

o A. Furst mentioned, since L. Isham would not be able to make the next meeting, to do
a general info-sharing meeting without any motions. There was a brief discussion
about nominating a co-chair to help with running the next meeting.

o M. Browning nominated A. Furst as co-chair of the committee to help with
running future meetings. Seconded by J. Johnson. The motion passed with all in
favor. No additional discussion.

o The committee would send M. Valenta their names, email, and availability by the end
of August. This would be discussed by the next meeting. M. Valenta would put



together a schedule by then.
3. No Other Business
4. J. Johnson motioned to adjourn. Seconded by A. Furst. The motion passed with all in
favor. No additional discussion.
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