MINUTES
ST. ALBANS CITY CLIMATE & ENERGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:00 PM TUESDAY JANUARY 20TH. 2026

DRAFT

Commission Members Present: IN PERSON: Laura Isham, Co-Chair; Alex Furst, Co-Chair; Janet
Johnson; Jenna Pacitto; Megan Browning; Brittany Patterson

Commission Members Absent:
City Staff present: IN PERSON: Katie Haseltine (Minute-Taker)

Members of the public present: Marlena Valentia (window dressers); Nora Brown (window dressers);
Tim Perrin

1. Begin recording and call to order
a. L. Isham calls meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
2. Brief Public Comment on non-agenda Items (limit 2 min. per person) - None.
3. Review and approve minutes (D&V)
a. J. Pacitto and L. Isham share changes needed to text under item 4.
a. 3rd bullet - J. Pacitto suggested that sentence be edited for clarity to say “many rules for
naming window dressers in the software that could connect to their measurements.”
b. 1stbullet - L. Isham thought the wording could be improved to decipher that a larger
than expected proportion of window inserts did not fit properly.
c. 4th bullet - L. Isham notes it should read “windows” not “widows”.
b. Throughout the minutes - L. Isham noticed “window-dressers” is used throughout the minutes,
but that is the name of the organization facilitating the project, and instead should be “window
inserts”. She suggests using the find and replace function to make those changes.

c. J. Johnson motions to approve the minutes as presented with the edits mentioned. J. Pacitto
seconds. Motion passes with all in favor.

4. Reports on Plan Priorities communications and activities
a. Resilience in extreme weather - no update
Geothermal/Thermal networks - no update
Climate-resilient/energy-efficient buildings and infrastructure - no update
Transportation innovation - no update
Natural Solutions - no update
Climate-conscious community and governance
a. Newsletter update
a. J. Pacitto wanted to ask the group was if anyone was interested in helping
collaborate and contribute to the newsletter. She reminds that she is going on
maternity leave in March and it would be nice to have one other person to help put
that together monthly. She explains that it goes out monthly and has 3-4 topics/tips.
It is then posted on Front Porch Forum and used to go on the St. Albans Facebook.
b. L. Isham recalls that they still need to do a newsletter that thanks everyone for
helping with the window insert build. J. Pacitto had started a newsletter with that
included and never got it finished. The committee then reviews all the people and
places they’d like to thank for their help with the event.
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b.

c. B. Patterson expresses in interest in helping with the newsletter. J. Pacitto will
connect with B. Patterson as a sub-committee to review that process with her.
Window dressers

a. J. Johnson shares that Third Act, is potentially interested in sponsoring the build,
in the form of publicity. J. Pacitto thinks that would be great since she recalls that
one thing they wanted to work on was publicity.

b. J. Johnson is not sure how the builds are scheduled, but wants to be thinking
about it and establishing a good plan for next year’s build.

c. N. Brown isn’t entirely sure either as she didn’t get involved until November
when M. Valentia was going out on leave, but can reach out to Donald to find out
more about scheduling.

d. J. Johnson shares that she kept one of the inserts that didn’t fit and thinks it could
be a great visual to use for publicity in showing to people what they are and how
they work. M. Browning thinks that is a great idea.

e. The location of the build is discussed and J. Johnson offers to reach out to Mayor
Tim Smith about touring the basement/City garage as an alternative location for
the build. If the build goes any larger, the church may not work.

f. J. Pacitto adds that if they collaborate with the library again on an Efficiency
Vermont presentation, that would be a good spot to table about the event.

g. A. Furst mentions the Home Show as another high traffic area to table. L. Isham
shares that a couple years ago they did table at the show. This year it is March
22nd-23rd. L. Isham can try and reach out to someone she knows that might be
able to help answer questions about tabling there.

5. Other Business
a. Biochar

a.

J. Johnson asks if that is happening again. L. Isham explains that Jim, prior committee
member, was connected with someone from Vermont Organics Reclamation who had
extra biochar to donate. J. Pacitto explains for B. Patterson that they organized an event
last year to hand out biochar to people along with handouts to explain its beneficial use.
J. Johnson thought that could be another thing to include when tabling. J. Pacitto thinks
it would be great to see if that could happen again.

b. Committee Goals/Member Expectations

a.

b.

B. Patterson, as a new member, seeks clarification on what the committee is tasked with,
how events are formed, and what the responsibility of each member is.

J. Pacitto shares that the Energy Action Plan is meant to be the guiding document to help
in their work on the committee.

L. Isham explains that the committee is open to exploring opportunities that promote
energy efficiency, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and other related topics within the
City of St. Albans. She also acknowledges that this committee has been through a few
iterations and changing members, so they are also still finding their thythm.

c. Energy Action Plan

a.

b.

N. Brown shares that the next step in finalizing their draft was to have NRPC do an
internal review of the plan to be sure it met all statute requirements for an enhanced
energy plan under the state guidelines. She reviews a few minor edits and additions that
were needed. The next step is for the committee to approve the plan so it can be sent to
Chip Sawyer and the Planning Commission for review and approval. Once they've
approved it, the plan can go to City Council.

J. Johnson motions to approve the Energy Action Plan as edited. A. Furst seconds.
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Motion passes with all in favor.
d. Tim Perrin (Director of Energy Management) - VT Gas

a. N. Brown shares that T. Perrin from VT Gas is planning to join the the February Climate
& Energy meeting to discuss their energy efficient programs, and wanted to let the
committee know in case they’d like to publicize the meeting a little more.
b. J. Pacitto will include that in the next newsletter.
e. Information Session with State of Vermont
a. M. Browning shares that she attended an information session regarding the Vermont
Climate Action Plan and while it was very high level language happening and didn’t feel
like something for the general public, she imagines that if those programs moved
forward, funding could trickle down to committees like this one. So, she explains that
they have a simplified, summarized pamphlet (“2025 Vermont Action Plan Summary”)
about their plan that she can share with everyone. B. Patterson shares that Vermont
Public has a great breakdown of the plan as well.
f. Repair clinic with the Northwest Solid Waste District
a. M. Browning shares the event that is coming up and plans to volunteer to help as a way
to network and collaborate with groups who have similar goals as this committee. This
event provides people a chance to have local experts fix their belongings for free.
g. Tool Lending Library
a. J. Johnson recalls that they wanted to do establish something like that. J. Pacitto wonders
if they could collaborate with the library on that, noting they already have a pretty robust
non-traditional library of items available to sign out.
h. MERP Mini Grant
a. B. Patterson has heard a lot about some grant funding throughout the meeting tonight,
but is curious about what that grant is and what it can be spent on. J. Johnson, J. Pacitto,
and L. Isham aren’t sure who would have that information. K. Haseltine shares that C.
Sawyer would be a good person to reach out to about that. B. Patterson will connect with
C. Sawyer for more details.
b. N. Brown shares multiple resources regarding the mini grants as well as who sponsored
the e-bikes that are available to lend from the library.
c. L. Isham believes the grant money could also be used to defray the cost of bringing a
speaker in to speak on a subject.
6. Adjourn and end recording (D&YV).
a. J. Pacitto motions to adjourn. M. Browning seconds. Motion passes with all in favor. L.

Isham adjourns the meeting at 7:13 pm.
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