MEETING MINUTES
ST. ALBANS CITY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:00 PM TUESDAY., MARCH 10, 2026

DRAFT

Commission Members Present: Laz Scangas (Chair); Richard Stahl (Vice Chair); Don
Curlyo; Aron Garceau.

Commission Members Absent: Joe Luneau.

City Staff present: Chip Sawyer, Director of Planning and Development; Paul Olshan, Minute
Taker; Gratia Rowell, Planning & Development Assistant.

Members of the public present: Louise Haynes; Lyssa Papazian (Project Consultant); Talia
Leshem; Phoebe Wolf.

1. L. Scangas started the meeting at 6:03 PM
o Attendees introduced themselves.
o No public comment.
o No additions or deletions to the agenda.

2. French-Canadian Heritage District project.

o G. Rowell gave an update on the VARI forms, how there might be an addition
of homes to the project, and the progress of them being filled out currently.
The commission discussed adding Walnut Street to the project scope.

o G. Rowell discussed the hour forms that still need to be signed. C. Sawyer
would like the commission to begin tallying these hours now.

The commission discussed having an evening session in the future.

T. Leshem and P. Wolf gave some feedback on the VARI forms they’re filling
out as well. C. Sawyer mentioned that this kind of work has not been done in
the state in a long time, which is why he was surprised by how thorough the
VARI forms were.

o L. Scangas proposed doing one morning session and one evening session per
month. C. Sawyer explored options in early April.

o L. Scangas confirmed March 30th at 10:00-12:00 AM, April 14th at 6:00
PM as an evening session, and April 27th, 10:00-12:00 AM. The
commission discussed the city providing food and running these at tables
in the auditorium.
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o There was a discussion about the St. Albans City streets registry, members’
experiences filling out the VARI forms, and certain properties without old
photos. L. Papazian asked any commission members to highlight confusing
sections of the forms so she can help.

3. L. Scangas brought up the VT Downtown and Historic Preservation Conference being
hosted in St. Albans for the first time in 20 years. It will be hosted at City Hall. The
commission will be doing a presentation on the French-Canadian Heritage District
project. They might use a van and take a look at some of these streets, then returning
to have a session discussing historic aspects of the area.

o There was a discussion on how this car ride/walkthrough would take place.
There was a brief discussion about the french canadian film Loving and
Laughing taking place in St. Albans.

4. Other Business
o R. Stahl motioned to approve the February minutes, as presented.

Seconded by A. Garceau. The motion passed with all in favor. No
additional discussion.
The next meeting date was already decided.
L. Hayes asked about where all of the project information would be housed.
C. Sawyer confirmed it would be digital and kept at City Hall, as well as with
the state.

5. L. Scangas adjourned the meeting at 6:40 PM.
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