MINUTES
ST. ALBANS CITY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
6:30 PM THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025

Approved April 10, 2025

Commission Members Present: Laz Scangas (Chair); Richard Stahl (Vice Chair); Joe
Luneau (Via Zoom); Lyssa Papazian (Via Zoom); Louise Haynes (Via Zoom);

Commission Members Absent: Barbara Weinstein

City Staff present: Paul Olshan (Minute-taker); Chip Sawyer (Director of Planning and
Development)

Members of the public present: Trisha Denton; Don Curylo; Lyssa Papazian

1. L. Scangas began the meeting at 6:29 PM.
o The attendees introduced themselves.
o No additions or deletions to the agenda.

2. R. Stahl motioned to approve the minutes. Seconded by J. Luneau. The motion
passed with all in favor. No additional discussion.

3. L. Scangas began the discussion on the French-Canadian Heritage District scope and next
steps. He mentioned that they’ve brought in BFA students to help with photography and
data compilation for the HPC.

o C. Sawyer presented the scope of the project with a memorandum. L. Papazian
said that at least 220 photographs would need to be taken or retaken. These photos
would need to be taken consistently with the whole building in the frame (and
without obstructions like trees or leaves).

o L. Haynes asked if the residents need to be warned or informed before these
photos are taken. C. Sawyer specified that flyers and letters would go out, and
there would also be posts on Facebook and social media. L. Papazian will have a
letter from the city and will notify the police ahead of time before she
photographs the neighborhood.

o L. Papazian volunteered to go through the process of filling out forms. L.
Papazian shared the forms that will need to be filled out. L. Scangas asked if they
could use the 1980s survey to complete these forms. L. Papazian confirmed that

Page 1 of 3



they could.

o There was a conversation about what to do about buildings that were clearly
recently constructed. L. Papazian mentioned that the survey would include all
these buildings and the data can be stratified later.

o L. Scangas asked L. Papazian to write up a summary of the neighborhood. C.
Sawyer mentioned that there are already good write-ups, especially the minutes of
the past meeting.

o There was then a discussion about when the neighborhood stopped being
primarily French Canadian and Irish. For instance, Pine street has been developed
through different periods of time that might not clearly represent the French
Canadian heritage. But L. Haynes clearly remembered French Canadian families
who lived on that street growing up.

o L. Papazian brought up the question: “If someone grew up in this neighborhood
during its heyday, would they recognize it now?” The Commission discussed this.

o C. Sawyer asked the commission about how to recruit volunteers to work on this
project. L. Scangas mentioned a few ideas, especially talking to teachers at the
school. The Holy Angels church could also be a resource.

o L. Papazian presented the 1946 maps to show a comparison to current day maps.

L. Haynes asked about where this work would take place. L. Scangas

recommended giving a packet of 10 properties to volunteers to take photos of and

complete on their own time so people don’t get overwhelmed. C. Sawyer
recommended scheduling a training session with L. Papazian in March, and as
new volunteers come on board, further training is made.

L. Papazian and L. Haynes left the meeting at 7:29.

o

4. L. Scangas began the discussion of the historic site evaluation of Federal Street
Multimodal Connector.

o C. Sawyer described the Federal Street Multimodal Connector, the history of it,
and what it was meant to do. He mentioned the scope of the project and why it
didn’t work out in the past. It would connect bike and pedestrian paths for the
western side of Main Street. But first, there are required federal assessments and
reviews before work can be done. Part of this assessment included presenting it to
the Historic Preservation Commission.

o J. Luneau motioned to approve this assessment as presented. Seconded by R.
Stahl. The motion passed with all in favor.

o C. Sawyer brought up why the HPC was recently reduced and how there will be
advertisements for the new positions coming in April. J. Luneau asked if the HPC
could make a recommendation to the City Council to appoint T. Denton, but L.
Scangas said not specifically tonight.

o The HPC would keep the next meeting date as is.
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5. L. Scangas adjourned the meeting at 7:37 PM.
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