MEETING MINUTES

ST. ALBANS CITY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
5:00 PM MONDAY, JUNE 23, 2025

Approved August 12, 2025

Commission Members Present: Laz Scangas (Chair); Richard Stahl (Vice Chair); Don
Curylo; Joe Luneau

Commission Members Absent: Barbara Weinstein

City Staff present: Gratia Rowell, Minute-taker; Chip Sawyer, Director of Planning and

Development

Members of the public present: Lyssa Papazian; Aron Garceau; Elizabeth Peebles; Becky
Claytor; Zach Scheffler

1. L. Scangas began the meeting at 5:06 PM.

O
O
O

The attendees introduced themselves.
No public comments on issues not on the agenda.
No additions or deletions to the agenda.

2. L. Papazian gave a presentation and update on the French-Canadian Heritage District

project.

o

O

The survey began in September 2024 with the objective of surveying about 300
properties. The streets included have changed over time to better reflect the
district.

The period of significance for the survey district is from 1860 (the development
of the streets and homes) to 1965 (the closure of the French parish school).
There was a discussion on how design and architectural changes to homes could
potentially affect the inclusion of the home into the district. The question was
raised as to how homes can be included in the district even if they do not fit the
integrity of the architecture but were home to generations of French-Canadians.
L. Papazian covered potential areas to add to the district and remove from the
district. This includes the potential addition of properties to the west of the
original boundaries, like Walnut Street.

E. Peebles said that setting the firm district boundary really comes in the next
phase and does not need to be the primary focus right now.

L. Papazian went over examples of houses for the district using photos to show
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similarities.
o C. Sawyer then used Google Street View to give an overview of the streets
included in the district.

3. There was a discussion of the next steps of the project, including which photos still need
to be taken of streets included in the survey district.
o Discussion continued into the next step of completing the VARI forms for every
house in the district and how to proceed with those forms.
o L. Scangas stated that he would prefer if L. Papazian could come in person to lead
us through VARI forms, so a future date will be coordinated to do that.

4. L. Scangas adjourned the meeting at 6:34 PM.
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