MINUTES
ST. ALBANS CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
ST. ALBANS CITY HALL, 100 NORTH MAIN STREET
5:30 PM MONDAY, AUGUST 18, 2025

Approved September 15, 2025

Commission Members Present: Carl Watkins, Vice Chair; Michael Nicholas; Janis
Appel; Dan Rohrbach; Michael Gawne, Alternate

Commission Members Absent: Ray Stahl; Denise Smith, Chair; Tanner McCuin;

City Staff present: Chip Sawyer, Director of Planning and Development; Paul Olshan, Minute
Taker

Members of the public present: None.

1. C. Watkins began the meeting at 5:33 PM.
o Introductions were skipped.
o M. Gawne would likely be assigned as an alternate when he arrived.
o No additions or deletions to the agenda.

2. C. Sawyer began the discussion for the City Plan Update, first with the Vision for the
City.
o C. Watkins read the Vision for the City. The Commission discussed adding terms
like “recognizing” instead of “honoring” as well as other proposed changes.
o M. Gawne joined the meeting at 5:37.
o The Commission agreed on the City vision statement as edited and displayed.

3. Discussion on the City Plan Objectives, Policies, and Activities.

o J. Appel asked about what a “resident” meant and there was a follow-up
discussion on how to specify that a resident encompasses everyone who is in the
city at the time.

o In the housing chapter, the PC wanted to emphasize childcare, eldercare, and
similar services in proximity to residents.

o J. Appel asked for clarification on Policy 4 in the Housing Chapter, specifically
on what subsidized housing meant and why this was included. C. Sawyer
specified it was for tax purposes.

o The Planning Commission edited the wording of Activity 3 in the Housing
Chapter.
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o There was a discussion about how the city helps with encouraging residents to
purchase goods and services locally. J. Appel also brought up verbiage that could
be helpful to add specifically about recovery-friendly cities, and specifically in
relation to employers. C. Sawyer proposed looking at that more closely in the
wellness chapter.

o P. Olshan asked whether including verbiage about “remote work” would be
helpful for the City Plan in the economic chapter. It wasn’t really needed.

o There was a brief discussion about what “holding someone accountable” meant
when J. Appel asked for clarification on policy 4 in the Personal Wellness and
Opportunities Chapter. C. Watkins specified that he liked this policy as written
because it allowed the City Council to make sure they supported programs that
held the outcomes and community members accountable. C. Sawyer brought up
the example of needle exchanges and how they need to collect used needles,
otherwise the program ends up handing out needles and does not work.

m This was changed to “The City will support substance use disorder and
harm reduction services that perpetuate a sense of accountability for
community members and that do not abide open drug use and disorderly
behavior.”

o C. Sawyer walked the Planning Commission through the next few chapters (7-10)
and there was a brief discussion about the timeline of when to go over these. He
then continued to read through the objectives, policies, and activities of chapter 7.

o M. Nicholas asked about why EMS or rescue services weren’t listed with fire or
police, but C. Sawyer mentioned that these services were contracted out and not
in scope for the city.

o The Planning Commission stopped at the start of Chapter 8, to be picked up in
September.

4. General Business

o M. Nicholas mentioned that the minutes from January incorrectly stated P. Olshan
as attending “Via Zoom” which was incorrect.

o J. Appel motioned to approve the minutes from July 21, 2025 with the edits
of removing “Via Zoom” for Paul Olshan since he was attending in person
that week. Seconded by D. Rohrbach. The motion passed with all in favor.
No additional discussion.

o The next meeting would be September 15, 2025, 5:30 PM.

o C. Watkins adjourned the meeting at 7:27 PM.
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