MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING OF THE ST. ALBANS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
GREG BROWN LODGE, HARD’ACK RECREATION AREA, 264 HARD’ACK
6:00 PM, MONDAY, OCTOBER 21ST, 2024

Members of the Board Present: Peggy Manahan, Chair; Joanie McGinn; Mike Zemianek; Shawn McElwain;
Jenn Desorgher

Members of the Board Absent: Paul Snyder; Morrell Bunbury

Members of City Staff Present: Kelly Veins, Recreation Director; Katie Haseltine, Minute Taker; Rodney
Centeno, Aquatic Director; John Nicholls, Hard’Ack Maintenance Person; Timothy Haddock, Welden Theatre
Manager; Lee Barrett, Recreation Program Manager; Chloe Lumbra, Youth Program Coordinator

Members of the Public Present: None

1. Public Comment

a. P. Manahan calls meeting to order at 6:03 pm.

b. K. Veins introduces the newly hired staff for the Recreation Department:

i. Timothy Haddock, Welden Theater Manager - T. Haddock shares they were previously working in
corporate communications, is a huge film buff, and does puzzle designs for the escape rooms in
Williston and Burlington.

ii. John Nicholls, Hard’Ack Maintenance Person - J. Nicholls shares they grew up here and is excited to
be back and working for Hard’Ack.

iii. Rodney Centeno, Aquatic Director - R. Center shares that they moved from the west coast in 2016
to the east coast and has always had a passion for working in aquatics.

2. Discussion & Questions on Director’s Report

a. M. Zemianek asks if outside entities, like UVM, pay for use of access to the trails. K. Veins confirms that
they do. S. McElwiain notes that the “Shootout” is also happening that day.

b. J. Desorgher asks about the funding for next year with regards to the MRUSD students. K. Veins speaks
to the great success that this past summer was with the funding received by schools. Next year, they
will only receive that funding for 6 weeks, which could definitely impact enrollment.

c. S. McElwain asks about the Kids Adventure Camp. K. Veins explains that it was a great success and
both the kids and parents want to see it continued next year.

d. S. McElwain asks about the Welden and the holiday showings. K. Veins shares they have purchased the
holiday package again and there will be a selection of classic holiday movies as well as a few new
releases.

e. S. McElwain asks how much private rentals of the theater are. K. Veins explains it is a minimum of
$300, or $10/person. Right now they have 4 schools booked due to the popular movie Wild Robot.

f. S. McElwain asks about judges for the Halloween Yard Decoration Contest. K. Veins will check to see if
she needs any other help with judging and get in touch if it’s needed.

3. Strategic Planning

a. Peter has agreed to work and help with permitting, and discussions around a skate park. P. Manahan
thinks it is time for the skate park and would like to see that move forward. K. Veins mentions that Tree
Farm Recreational Fields in Essex was sold, and increases the need for Hard’Ack to prioritize finishing
up a few more fields for use. M. Zemianek agrees that those fields need to get finished.

b. J. McGinn asks if K. Veins has heard anything from Dominic Cloud about the building the Welden
Theatre is in. K. Veins believes there is still time needed with J. Nicholls just starting in his position.
Over the next year, ideas and brainstorming will be done on the future of the Welden. However, K.
Veins explains that the Welden Theatre as an entity is solid and not going anywhere.

4. Parks Check
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a. P. Manahan opens discussion about the parks, noting last meeting there was concern around the
benches needing paint and lights needing to be addressed. K. Veins shares that the benches have been
repainted and all the lighting has been swapped out so that has all been addressed.

b. M. Zemianek shares an observation of an area that was re-done near the memorial at Taylor Park. K.
Veins is not familiar with why that was done, but will check on that.

5. Other Business

a. M. Zemianek asks about setting the next meeting. Discussion is had and the board lands on:

i. November 25th at 5:30 PM at Greg Brown Lodge

b. P. Manahan opens discussion about June 3rd meeting minutes.

i. P. Manahan asks about any update on the benches, plaques, plantings, etc. in Taylor Park. K. Veins
explains that she spoke with Dominic Cloud and the city there isn’t a ton of space to add more
benches or plantings since Greenfeet Gardening takes care of most of it. K. Veins encourages the
board to think about it and bring it back for discussion if there are any other thoughts.

ii. P. Manahan asks about the representative for the Dog Park. K. Veins shares that the ad was recently
posted, so more to come on that.

iii. M. Zemianek motions to approve the minutes. S. McElwain seconds. Motion passes with all in favor.

6. Adjourn

a. S. McElwain motions to adjourn. J. Desorgher seconds. Motion passes with all in favor. P. Manahan

adjourns meeting at 6:50 PM.
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