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On Town Meeting Day, City voters will see two of their highest priorities — continued investment in
police services and reducing combined sewer overflows — on the ballot for consideration.

The police department is one of the strongest in the State. We are fully staffed and work hard to remain
so. Our officers are well trained in de-escalation strategies; we have two crisis worker positions that
accompany officers to calls; we have a brand new facility; and we regularly invest in equipment.
However, we need to make a salary adjustment to fend off competition from other departments. The
proposed budget increases officer wages by 8 percent and brings us in line with other police
departments.

To help afford the increase, all other City departments eliminated positions and delayed capital
expenses. The increase to the average tax payer will be $188 for the year .

Voters will recall the public safety forum from this summer where 350 people filled City Hall and
delivered a simple message: don’t let the City succumb to the challenges of drugs, petty theft, and social
disorder. One of the City’s responses was that we needed to give the Street Crimes Unit (SCU) a chance
to work; once fully activated, the SCU would help drive the drugs out of the City and Town. We are
beginning to see a return on this investment. On Thursday, February 20, the SCU executed two search
warrants and arrested three individuals for possession of cocaine and several long guns and hand guns.
This was the culmination of months of ground work led by the SCU. These arrests are a good example of
how we can drive the drug users out of St. Albans. Voters who support these types of actions should
vote yes on the City budget.

The ballot also includes a request to borrow $4 million to address the combined sewer overflow at
South Elm and Lower Welden. A combined sewer overflow occurs when high amounts of stormwater
cause the wastewater flows to back up at the treatment plant. When this happens, there is an overflow
at the lowest point in the system. The City plans to fix this by constructing an underground storage tank
beneath Houghton Park that can release water gradually.

The City has explored solutions to this problem for decades. We have never been as close as we are
now. With a yes vote from the voters, we can access $2.8 million in federal funds for the project. The
total cost of the project is $6.8 million and the City has been ordered by the State to stop the overflows
regardless of federal support for the project. Simply put, now is the best time to fix this problem using
the federal funds that are available. The loan will be paid by users of the wastewater system and will
not affect taxes.

The polls are open from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm on Tuesday March, 4 at St. Albans City Hall. As always, if
you have questions on the budget or the bond vote, | can be reached at (802) 309 — 1775 or
d.cloud@stalbansvt.com.
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